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COWBOY BUILDER 
SENT TO PRISON 


ROARING SUCCESS AS CARNIVAL ATTRACTS 7, 




Bikers Steve Evans and Anne McKeown raise money for the Royal British Legion at the Halesowen Carnival in Highfield Park 


Report by John Scott 

A COWBOY builder who preyed 
on older women has been 
locked up for 18 months. 

Shameless Stephen Spurling conned 
one 75-year-old into paying almost 
£17,500 - twice the proper charge - for 
shoddy work on her home that did not 
need doing. 

Then he fleeced a 62-year-old of £1,080 for re¬ 
pairs that were never carried out to an alleged hole 
in the roof along with faulty guttering and rotting 
wood which he said had to be paid for in cash 
before he started work, Wolverhampton Crown 
Court heard. 

The callous 41-year-old - trading as Aspect 
Roofing - twice took her from the Cradley Heath 
address to the bank to withdraw more money be¬ 
fore disappearing with it, said Miss Emma Ruther¬ 
ford, prosecuting. 

Spurling repaired paving at the Halesowen 
home of the older victim before spotting other al¬ 
leged problems with a chimney, drains and damp 
patches in the garage which he offered to fix in 
October 2013. She trusted him and agreed to the 
work. 

‘Special’ paint put on the garage floor and walls 
cracked almost immediately. 

He promised to put it right but never returned, 
prompting the victim to contact Dudley Trading 
Standards officers in April 2014. 

Standard 

A chartered surveyor said the paint was worth¬ 
less, just like the drain that was not even con¬ 
nected to a channel or underground system. 

The rear chimney and flashing had not been 
been touched and repairs to the paving and drain¬ 
age channel were well below the standard ex¬ 
pected from a ‘reasonably competent operative,’ 
concluded an official report that reckoned the rea¬ 
sonable cost for the work, if carried out properly, 
was £8,300. 

Spurling was traced and interviewed but went 
on the run, finally giving himself up in March this 
year. Miss Ramya Nagesh, defending, said he had 
been a competent roofer and builder for 20 years 
before his life started to unravel and he turned 
to drink. 

He admitted running a business to defraud cus¬ 
tomers between October 1, 2013 and March 25, 
2014, trading without professional diligence and 
unfair trading. 

Spurling, of no fixed address, was jailed by Re¬ 
corder Nicholas Syfret QC who told him: “You 
ripped off elderly customers by doing shoddy and 
unnecessary work while charging too much. You 
milked them for money in a gross breach of trust. 

“They expected you to do the work properly but 
you did not. You are a cowboy builder.” 


THE sun shone over the hostin’ Black Coun¬ 
try for the annual Halesowen Carnival. 

The extravaganza hit record numbers, with 
organisers reporting entrance figures as high 
as 7,000. 

Attractions ranged from wrestling to dog 
shows - and for the first time a food and drink 
festival was introduced. 

One of the organisers, Councillor Stuart 
Henley, said the turnout was better than ex¬ 
pected. “The event extended onto the second 


field. The security and first aid reckon we had 
six or seven thousands and we usually about 
two or three. 

“We had the weather on our side which 
was great. We had four bars and about six 
or seven food stalls and they all sold out by 
about 7pm.” 

Councillor Henley said preparations were 
under way for next year and a number of 
traders and food stalls had already signed up. 

But organisers are hoping more volunteers 


and sponsors will come forward ahead of the 
next event in order to make it even better. 

“We’ve already started organising for next 
year. Most of the stalls, bars and food have 
put a form in for next year already. We urge 
anyone who wants to have a stall should get 
in touch as soon as possible. 

“Anyone who wants to help us out with 
sponsorship or volunteering should get in 
touch,” he said. 

• Capers - Page 5 


LEISURE 

Brushing up for a 
fresh Hippodrome 

CAMPAIGNERS are putting a fresh gloss 
on their battle to breathe new life into Dud¬ 
ley Hippodrome. 

Volunteer workers have started repaint¬ 
ing parts of the outside of the Castle Hill 
landmark while temporarily halting efforts 
to clear out rubble and furniture from inside 
the former theatre and bingo hall. They 
have impressive plans to rejuvenate the 
site with a three storey glass extension to 
the building and an extension of the foyer. 

Gordon Downing, chairman of the 
Friends of Dudley Hippodrome, said: “We 
are now looking at the possibility of grant 
aid.” 

PLEDGE 

Council vows tough 
stance on travellers 

COUNCIL bosses have vowed they will 
get tougher on illegal traveller camps. 

Councillor Patrick Harley, leader at 
Dudley Council, said the authority will 
work closer with police and use evic¬ 
tion powers where legally possible to 
tackle illegal encampments on public 
open spaces. 

“We will not tolerate people who ille¬ 
gally set up camp on public land.” 

• Transient - Page 8 

FOOTBALL 

Tournament in aid 
of heart foundation 

A FOOTBALL tournament is being organ¬ 
ised to raise funds for the British Heart 
Foundation. 

Gurcharan and Herjinder Bhujhangy 
from Dudley, are organising a five-a-side 
charity football tournament at Goals, 
Cakemore Road, Blackheath on July 22. 

Teams can enter to take part with a max¬ 
imum of seven players, adult teams cost 
£70 and children’s teams £30. To register, 
call 0121 561 3000 or 07762 521584 before 
July 20. 


INSIDE 


THEY’RE OFF 
FOR BIG RACE 



British Curry Awards 2007/2008 - Winner of the top restaurant ‘UK’ • British Fusion - Chef of the Year 2007/2008, Taste of Britain Chef of the Year 2010/11/14 & Businessman Award 2015 awarded by Curry Life Magazine 

Your award winning restaurant’ Curry Chef of the Year 2010-2011 

SUNDAY BUFFET 6-1OPM 

Wide range of Indian and Bangladeshi food 
Choice of four starters, four mains, two side dishes 
Rice and chips, salad, sauces etc. included 

£8.95 per head • £5.95 under 12 





Award winning chef Shahidur is 
pleased to welcome you to 
The Raj Spice. 

The Raj Spice is an award winning 
restaurant being awarded British 
Curry Award 3 times with Shahidur 
also picking up Chef of the Year 
awards. 


The Raj Spice 

• Restaurant of Distinction • Fully Refurbished • Fully Licensed 
• Bring Your Own Wine • Fully Air Conditioned 
10% DISCOUNT ON ALL COLLECTION ORDERS OVER £10.00 


THE GUILD OF RESTAURANT EXCELLENCY 2013 

We have no other branches 


-OPENING HOURS 

Sunday - Thursday 5.30pm - 12.30am, 
Friday & Saturday 5.30pm -1,00am 


0121 559 5537 / 561 3556 

7 Halesowen Street, Rowley Regis, Warley, West Midlands B65 0HG 
Order online at www.therajspice.co.uk 


HOME 

DELIVERY 

SERVICE 

AVAILABLE 


Download our app and 
order online. 

Receive a 20% discount | 
on collection 
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Pc honoured for tackling knifeman 



Chief Constable Dave Thompson awards Pc Trueman 


A POLICE officer who bravely tackled a man 
wielding a large knife in a street has received 
an award for his commitment to protecting the 
public. 

Pc Wayne Trueman quickly responded to re¬ 
ports of men seen with a blade in Mill Street, 
Brierley Hill, last November. 

He spotted a suspect waving a 24cm knife 
in the street and, fearing for the safety of oth¬ 
ers in the area, courageously approached the 
armed man. Pc Trueman sprayed the suspect 
with CS-type spray after he refused to put the 
weapon down. 

The man threw the kitchen knife into a gar¬ 
den and fled but was caught after a foot chase 


by Pc Trueman who suffered a facial injury 
while arresting him. 

A 42-year-old man was found guilty of pos¬ 
sessing a knife in public and jailed for three 
months last December. 

Pc Trueman was awarded a Chief Consta¬ 
ble’s Commendation for his actions at an 
awards ceremony at Tally Ho last week. 

Sergeant Richard Galbraith, from Brierley 
Hill police, said: “This was a real show of brav¬ 
ery from Pc Trueman. 

“He was acutely aware of the risk posed to 
himself and others and was prepared to put 
himself in danger to protect the public,” Sgt 
Galbraith added. 


'Racing' driver jailed 
over fatal accident 


A DRIVER who smashed into a 
car killing the front-seat passen¬ 
ger as he used a busy dual car¬ 
riageway ‘as a race track’, has 
been jailed for more than five 
years. 

James Mills, aged 23, had been rac¬ 
ing another car on the busy Pedmore 
Road, near Merry Hill. 

One motorist described his black Ford 
Focus, which had been modified to make 
it more powerful, as hurtling past him Tike 
a rocket’. 

The victim was Vijaya Mistry, a 74-year- 
old grandmother, who was sitting next to 
her husband in their Mondeo as he waited 
to turn right into The Gateway. She was 
thrown through the passenger window and 
died of her injuries later in hospital. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court heard 
Mills had been travelling at up to 80mph 
- twice the limit - as he competed with a 
white Citreon on February 3. 

Speed 

Ms Cathlyn Orchard, prosecuting, said 
the main cause was the high speed of the 
Focus. 

Investigating officers said Mills’ car had 
covered 450 metres in just 15 seconds from 
a standing start. As it passed the BP sta¬ 
tion it was doing 73mph. 

Mills, who tested negative for drink 
and drugs, owned up immediately and ex¬ 
pressed genuine remorse and concern for 
his victims, the court heard. 

In defence, Ms Heidi Kubik said he had 
the courage to make admissions at the 
scene. 

“It is a sad feature of the case that the 
victim was ejected from the car because she 
wasn’t wearing a seat belt,’’she said. 

Mills, of School Road, Quarry Bank, 
Brierly Hill, admitted causing death by 
dangerous driving. He sobbed as he was 
jailed for five years and four months and 
banned from driving for seven years on his 
release. 


|Town hall fizzes with 80 s icons 



Cheryl Baker, Mike Nolan and Jay Aston, formerly of Bucks Fizz, with Bobby McVey, in Dudley 


FORMER Eurovision winners Cheryl Baker, Mike Nolan and Jay dience right back to their teenage 
brought the fizz with them to Dud- Aston formerly of Bucks Fizz, with years. 

ley Town Hall, writes Kirsten Raw- special guest Bobby McVey, turned The 1981 track, Piece Of The Ac- 
lins. back the clock on Thursday night tion, went down a storm, with some 

Members of iconic 80s band - with cheers and applause before audience members dancing in the 
Bucks Fizz performed their classic they even got on stage. wings throughout, 

hits and new numbers on their lat- Combined with nostalgic foot- A poignant ballad was delivered 
est Make Believe tour, which coin- age of the band through the years by Jay in song ‘Great Expectations, 
cides with the original group’s 35th played on a screen behind them, which was accompanied by footage 
anniversary. The band, comprising this was a show that took the au- of the late Marilyn Monroe. 


Traffic lights 
revamp after 
council given 
£600kfunds 

A REVAMP of traffic lights in Dud¬ 
ley will be carried out after more than 
£600,000 was secured from the govern¬ 
ment. 

Traffic signals along the A461 through 
Brierley Hill and A4101 in Pensnett and 
Kingswinford will be refurbished after 
Dudley Council secured £660,000 from 
the Department for Transport to spend 
on the maintenance. 

Delays will be expected while the work 
is carried out. 

The work is expected to begin this 
summer and will tie in to improve trans¬ 
port infrastructure ahead of the new 
Midland Metro tram line which will run 
from Wednesbury to Dudley. 

Councillor Karen Shakespeare, cabi¬ 
net member for environmental services, 
said: “We will notify residents if they 
will be impacted. 

“But we will try and keep disruption 
to a minimum.” 

Eight signal intersections will be im¬ 
proved. New sensory signals will be fit¬ 
ted to the signals, bringing them up to 
date with state-of-the-art technology. 

The traffic light improvements come 
ahead of major road improvement to a 
busy transport corridor in Pensnett. 

Work totalling £6.3 million has started 
to widen the High Street with two lanes 
introduced in both directions, two new 
sets of traffic lights and additional pe¬ 
destrian crossings. 

Contract changes 
avert strike action 

STRIKE action at Dudley Council has 
been averted after staff agreed to chang¬ 
es to their contracts. 

Bosses say the revised terms and con¬ 
ditions will save the council more than 
£1.6m over the next three years. 

Staff originally rejected proposals in 
an initial ballot to ‘test the water’ over 
the appetite for industrial action. 

The new agreement means that staff 
will be paid lOp less per mile for mileage 
allowances, meaning they will get 45p 
- the HMRC recommended amount - 
compared to the 55p per mile previously. 
Staff will also have to take three days 
unpaid leave and member allowances 
will be reduced. 

Overtime payments for anyone earn¬ 
ing over £36,000 will also be stopped, in 
a bid to save £77,000. 


Shop still for sale 

A FORMER Co-op supermarket in 
Halesowen remains on the market near¬ 
ly one year on. The site on Halesowen 
Road, near the Kent Road island, has 
been up for let for around £190,000 a 
year by Sellers surveyors. The building 
has remained empty since early 2015. 


Denture Care Clinic 

• We have a special interest in your denture 

• Listening to our patients , communication is key for success 

• We can spend over 3 hours to ensure the perfect smile 

• The most advance techniques are used to customise your denture all under one roof 

• A range is avalible to accommodate everyone’s budget. 



NEW 

DENTURES 


COPY 

DENTURES 


NATURAL 

LOOKING 


DENTURE 

REPAIR 


Providing a professional, personal & 
discreet service. Patient satisfaction 
is our highest priority 
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Revamp bid 
for Trident 
Centre back 
on agenda 

A LONG-awaited plan to revamp a 
shopping centre is back on the table, 
according to council chiefs. 

An ambitious overhaul of the Tri¬ 
dent Centre in Dudley was shelved 
earlier this year after a row between 
developer John Sykes, chairman of 
Atlantis Property, and council chiefs. 

However, since leadership of the 
local authority switched from Labour 
to Conservative, Mr Sykes said he has 
had a successful meeting with new 
leader Patrick Harley - which could 
see a scheme to revamp the centre 
resurrected. 

Councillor Harley described talks 
as ‘very positive’ and said new invest¬ 
ment in the borough was ‘vital’. 

Previous plans included shops and 
leisure attractions, while the firm 
also wanted to create 185 apartments. 
Councillor Harley said: “I think it 
would be a mix of residential and 
retail outlets as has been mentioned 
before. It’s vital that we engage with 
people like John Sykes and try to 
make Dudley an attractive place to 
invest. 

“If we could develop the Trident 
Centre it would really provide a boost 
for that part of the town. It looks very 
positive.” 

Mr Sykes said: “We need to work 
in synergy as we both want the same 
things and the right thing for the 
area.It’s looking better and we seem 
to be back on the right ground again.” 

Election shake-up 
on cards at council 

A CONSULTATION has aunched on 
plans to shake up elections in Dud¬ 
ley - with all councillors elected once 
every four years. 

Currently, the council elects in 
thirds with 24 seats out 72 up for 
grabs every year, with elected coun¬ 
cillors sitting for four years. 

But under new plans, if agreed 
by the council, all 72 seats would be 
voted for at the same time. 

Chief executive Sarah Norman said: 
“It is important we listen to local peo¬ 
ple when considering these. There are 
many advantages and disadvantages 
to both systems.” 

The consultation is open until Sep¬ 
tember 15 and the results will be put 
to a meeting of the full council in Oc¬ 
tober. 


Auditions are held 

AUDITIONS are being held for the 
Pirates of Penzance, by Stourbridge 
Choir and Orchestra, on July 18 at 
Gigmill Church, Glebe Lane, Stour¬ 
bridge from 7.30 pm. Apply via pi- 
ano_man_2 7 @hotmail. com 


Lorry driver jailed for fatal crash 



A ‘RECKLESS’ lorry driver who killed a 
car driver in a ‘completely avoidable’ crash 
in slow-moving traffic has been jailed for 
four years. 

Mark Williams, aged 45, of Tipton, 
crashed his lorry into the back of the car, 
causing the car to hit the back of the lorry 
in front of it on the A13 near Grays, Essex 
Police said. 

The driver of the car, 23 year-old Foday 
Koroma from Basildon, died at the scene at 
around 9.30am on February 2. 

Williams, of Park Lane West, admitted 
causing death by dangerous driving and 
was jailed for four years at Basildon Crown 


Court, banned from driving for three years 
and will have to take an extended test. 

Detective Sergeant Pete Harris, from the 
Essex Police Serious Collision Investigation 
Unit, said: “This was a completely avoida¬ 
ble crash which has led to the death of an 
innocent man. Mark Williams’s reckless¬ 
ness has had devastating consequences. 

“”I cannot reiterate strongly enough how 
big the impact is on a family when we have 
to tell them a loved one has died because of 
someone else’s actions. 

“I hope the sentence provides some solace 
to Mr Koroma’s family.” 

Earlier court hearings were told Williams 


was on the A1012 exit slip road on the Lon- 
don-bound A13 when the Yodel lorry he was 
driving ploughed in to the back of Mr Koro¬ 
ma’s red Peugeot 307 at about 9.30am. Wil¬ 
liams was arrested at the scene on suspicion 
of causing death by dangerous driving. 

Tributes were paid to Mr Koroma, who 
lived in Basildon, and was on his way to the 
University of Greenwich in London at the 
time of the crash. 

Pastor George Quaicoe, who leads the 
congregation of the Greater Grace Temple 
in Barking, the church at which Mr Koroma 
worshipped, said: “He was very humble, 
very quiet and very loving and caring.” 


Clean-up is removing 
mountain of rubbish 


IT resembles a river of rubbish - more 
than 2,000 tons of waste creating a 
stinking blot on the landscape. Now 
the huge task of clearing the site has 
begun after a watchdog group stepped 
in. 

The Environment Agency took enforce¬ 
ment action against the company responsible 
for the 2,000 tons of rubbish at Shaw Road, 
Dudley, and last week the permit holders and 
landowners had began clearing the site, mon¬ 
itored by the Environment Agency (EA). 

The job is expected to take weeks with the mass 
of rubbish being taken by trucks to legitimate 
waste sites. 

Steve Rogers, environment officer for the Envi¬ 
ronment Agency said: “Waste on the site of Row- 
anoak Waste, Shaw Road, Dudley, has started to 
be cleared.” 

Meanwhile, a probe continues to find out just 
how the dump was allowed to get so out of control. 

Mr Rogers added: “While our investigation into 
the depositing of the waste at the site is ongoing, 
we have been working with the permit holders and 
landowners to secure the safe and legal removal of 
waste at the site. 

Safely 

“We estimate the site contains 2,000 tonnes of 
waste; this waste is now being cleared and will be 
taken to landfill. We are monitoring and tracking 
the waste to make sure it is being disposed of safely. 

“We take our role as a regulator seriously and we 
take enforcement action against anyone operating 
outside their permit or operating illegally.” 

The EA has repeated its appeal for information 
about mounds of waste that are causing a concern. 

In March 2016, the agency took formal enforce¬ 
ment action against the operator Rowan Oak Waste 
Services, over its failure to reduce the amount of 
waste on the site and removed its right to operate 
as a result. 

A revocation notice was served, which took effect 
in April last year and required the operator to clear 
the site by September 16, 2016. 

If anyone has any concerns about a waste site, 
they can call the Environment Agency on 0800 80 
70 60. 



Eyesore - The huge pile of rubbish on land, off Shaw Road, Dudley, that is finally being removed 


142-home plan at industrial site 


INDUSTRIAL land which has 
been blighted by anti-social be¬ 
haviour could be transformed 
and turned into homes. 

An application has been lodged 
with Dudley Council for the over¬ 
haul of the site, off Darkhouse 
Lane, in Coseley. The developer, 
Clive Jessup, from Cannock, 
hopes to turn the currently der¬ 


elict 13-acre site near Rosewood 
Primary School into a new hous¬ 
ing estate of up to 142 homes. 

Dudley Council leader Patrick 
Harley said if the scheme went 
ahead it would be ‘a boost’ to the 
local area. 

A previous application in 2013, 
from Darkhouse Properties (Jer¬ 
sey) Ltd, for 108 properties, was 


approved, but no development 
has taken place. 

A design and planning state¬ 
ment submitted as part of the 
application states: “Despite the 
site being allocated as employ¬ 
ment land it must be noted the 
site has remained vacant for 
some time now and is subject to 
anti-social behaviour problems.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Free car parking 
trial is extended 

A FREE parking trial to boost trade 
across the borough has been extended 
for the next two months. 

Shoppers visiting Dudley Council 
car parks in Brierley Hill, Dudley, 
Halesowen and Sedgley have been 
able to enjoy up to two hours of free 
parking since April 24. 

The trial was meant to end on July 
2, but council bosses have decided to 
keep it going until the end of August. 

People need to print and display a 
free parking ticket from the machines 
already in place. Normal charges will 
apply for those parking for longer 
than two hours and return is prohib¬ 
ited within three hours of leaving. 

Nerf and laser tag 
offer to gamers 

NERF and laser tag sessions are on 
offer in Halesowen. 

Adrenaline-fuelled fun is on offer 
for thrill seekers at Carters Lane Bap¬ 
tist Church Hall on Saturday, July 29. 

Revellers can immerse themselves 
in a range of fast-paced action-packed 
games in a unique live experience. 
The event, hosted by ActionBlast, has 
spaces available for a 40-minute ses¬ 
sion priced at £8.50. 

Sessions run at 2pm and 3pm. Call 
07515 494860 or email info@action- 
blastevents.comor visit www.face- 
book, com/ actionblastevents 

Chance to win 
a £100 voucher 

RESIDENTS can win a £100 shop¬ 
ping voucher by taking part in a pub¬ 
lic consultation to find out how people 
feel about where they live. 

Dudley Council is holding an eight- 
day roadshow, across 19 places in the 
borough, which will allow people to 
air their opinions, with council staff 
and community volunteers on hand. 
Everyone taking will be entered into 
a prize draw to win the voucher. 

Results of the roadshow will be dis¬ 
played at Dudley Town Hall on No¬ 
vember 4.For a full list of locations, 
visit www.dudley.gov.uk. 

Company joins Made 
in Britain campaign 

BATHROOM products manufacturer 
Thomas Dudley has officially joined 
the Made in Britain campaign. 

It hosted at Made in Britain - Mar¬ 
keting for Manufacturers workshop at 
its head office in Dudley. 

Visitors were given a tour of the 
company’s plastics warehouse, 

Shabnam Gangar, marketing com¬ 
munications officer, said there were 
more than 20 delegates from external 
companies. 


Create an Entrance this Summer. 



... and visit our 


Showroom 




OAK LODGE DOORS LTD 


www.oaklodgedoors.co.uk 


N0W0N 

DISPLAY 
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COMPOSITE 
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PRIVACY 
BLIND 
INSIDE THE 
GLASS 


DESIGN YOUR OWN DOOR ONLINE • VIEW OUR INSTALLATIONS GALLERY • READ OUR CUSTOMER TESTIMONIALS 
Oak Lodge Buildings, Furnace Hill, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3LZ Call 0121 550 1444 
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4 Random attacks 
: on number nine 
I bus passengers 

„ A THUG who viciously attacked random 
a? bus passengers because he was ‘having a 
"D bad day’ has been locked up. 

£2 Tyrique Watson’s victims were left in- 
^ jured and shocked by the unprovoked as- 
saults in Stourbridge - all on the number 
nine bus, Wolverhampton Crown Court 
© heard. One passenger needed surgery for a 
O broken nose. A teenager who went to an- 
'g other victim’s aid ended up being struck 
O and having clumps of her hair pulled out. 

^ The court heard 19-year-old Watson, of 
Stepping Stones, Stourbridge, appeared 
w ‘emotionless’ during the attacks on three 
C women and a man which were caught on 
| CCTV. 

> Judge Nicholas Webb sentenced Watson 

5 to four years in a Young Offenders Institu- 
0 tion. The court heard all victims had been 
“ left too nervous to use public transport. 

^ Ms Rachel Pennington, defending, said 
* Watson could not explain his actions but 
was full of remorse. “He had been having 
a bad day, he lost his temper,” she said. 
“What he did was out of character.” 

Watson admitted one charge of wounding 
and three of assault causing actual bodily 
harm. 

Consultation starts 
on homes strategy 

PEOPLE living in high-rise tower blocks 
in Dudley could be moved out into low-rise 
accommodation, under plans to build new 
houses on green belt land. 

The council opened its consultation into 
the Black Country Core Strategy, which 
includes looking at home-building for the 
future. A series of roadshow consultation 
events will take place shortly. 

Councillor Les Jones, cabinet member for 
housing, said: “If they are moved out into 
low-rise accommodation, low-rise buildings 
take up more space. We will need to look at 
different sites and land to build on.” 



Andy Weaver, Flora Bianco and Dave Norman of DK Running Cub James Thie from Cardiff wins the 5k race The runners set off in the sunshine on Sunday 



Robin Fearn, from Kidderminster, who works at East Park Acad- Sophie Falshaw from Lye, receives her 5k Winner James Thie, with Stephen Pearson, right, from Dudley, 
emy in Wolverhampton, seen with son Oliver, aged 12, and wife Kay winner’s medal from the Mayor of Dudley second and Clark Woodhall, left, from Wednesbury who was 


Streets ahead for superb race 


AROUND 1,000 people donned their 
trainers to take to the streets for this 
year’s Black Country Road Race. 

It signalled the start of the Black 
Country Festival and was split into 
three different events. 

There were 5k and 10k races to¬ 
gether with a family fun run and 
walk, all which took place on Sunday. 

Both races started and finished in 


the centre of Halesowen and the win¬ 
ner of the 5K was James Thie from 
Cardiff while the first woman home 
was Sophie Falshaw. 

Among the others who took part 
was Wolverhampton teacher Robin 
Fearn, aged 44, his wife Kay and 
their 12-year-old son Oliver. 

Robin, who works at East Park 
Academy and lives in Kidderminster, 


said: “We started running towards 
the end of last year and had been 
looking for an opportunity to do it 
for real. I did not know Halesowen 
had so many hills so it was nice to get 
to the end.” 

Dave Norman, aged 47, who works 
for an insurance company and lives 
in Penn, came second in his age 
group in the 10k with a time of 39 


minutes. He took part with fellow 
Dudley Kingswinford running club 
members Andy Weaver, 56, from 
Wombourne and Flora Bianco of 
Kinver. 

Dave said: “There is a lot of mile¬ 
age on the clock. It was a tough 
course and enjoyable race. There was 
good support through the town and 
I was high living the kids as I went 


by.” This was the sixth year of the 
annual event which started as a fun 
run and is organised by Halesowen 
and Rowley Regis Rotary club. It was 
the brainchild of one of their mem¬ 
bers, Alan Bowler, and has already 
raised over £ 100,000 for charity. 

The 10k race was added in 2013 
with the 5k appearing on the agenda 
for the first time this year. 


PEAR TREE LANE, DUDLEY 
DY2 0QU* 01384 571 879 

Gas & Electrical Superstare Open: Mon - Sat 9.30am-6pm Sun 10am-4pm 



Cooking 


RANGE COOKERS SINGLE OVENS 


GAS COOKERS 







Refrigeration 


CHEST 

FREEZERS 


WASHING 


MACHINES 


FRIDGE 

FREEZERS 


Integrated Appliances 


INTEGRATED HOBS 


INTEGRATED WASHING 
MACHINES 


INTEGRATED 

FRIDGE 

FREEZERS 




FREE STANDARD ■ 
DELIVERY ' 

ON PURCHASES OVER JT 
1 £150.00 WITH THIS VOUCHER 


BIRMINGHAM 

Upper Trinity Street 
Birmingham B9 4EG 
0121 773 6361 


WALSALL 

Unit 17-19 

Victorian Arcade WS1 1 RE 
01922 279927 


ERDINGTON 

1 -41 Sutton Road 
Erdington B23 6QH 
0121 448 0202 


Extended guarantee available • Members of Retra • Pictures for illustration purposes only • Prices subject to availability • Sirius Retailer of the Year 2012 


www.borshchelectric.co.uk 


TUMBLE DRYERS Hoover 8KG 1400 spin 
washing machine 



SUMMER DISCOUNTSj3N _ Duetop0 pu,ar 

DRIVEWA Y jjETlW AS HINGt bookings for Weekends 

AN tfu PVCTcL'tANlNU " kHo " days 


OUR SERVICES INCLUDE 

✓ Driveway and patio jet washing 
Concrete imprint repaired, sealed and coloured 

UPVC Guttering, Fascia and Soffits, washed & cleaned 
✓ Conservatories and Orangeries cleaned (inside & out) 

✓ Tiled roofs washed and cleaned 


At BTF we specialise in the external cleaning of 
properties. Our team of experts are trained to tackle 
and revive the most dirty and worn of driveways, patios, 
tiled roofs and UPVC products. Do you have a concrete 
imprint drive?? 

If so why don’t you enquire in our maintenance 
cleaning of all concrete imprint driveways and patios. 


For all of your external cleaning requirements, 


call the experts at BTF Cleaning Services!! 



www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9ND 


Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 




REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS & DOORS 
WILL NOT COST THE EARTH... 

Direct manufacturers of quality , 

UPVC Windows, Doors & Patios 


5 WINDOWS FOR £775 

FULLY GLAZED 


2ft x 5ft 
£98 

Choice m 
of any 10 
different 
style doors 
from only 
£250 



ID VANCE WINDOW 


systems Ltd 


Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / 07752 921 699 A Rated Windows 

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

^ Telephone 0121 559 9985 [ B facebook.1 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 






















































































Firm in court 
over false 
registration 

A HEATING firm that falsely claimed 
to be registered to two trade accred¬ 
itation organisations has landed a 
court bill of more than £3,000. 

Plumbzone (Dudley) Ltd, of Pros¬ 
pect Row, Dudley, and two directors 
admitted the offences at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Magistrates Court. 

The court heard the company had 
been told by Dudley Council trading 
standards officers it was no longer 
NICEIC registered, but continued to 
display the logo on its website and 
vans. It also found the company’s 
website and vans continued to display 
the Guild of Master Craftsmen logo 
after it ceased membership in 2013. 

The court was told the false claims 
may have led customers to employ the 
company on the basis of the claimed 
accreditations. Plumbzone (Dudley) 
Ltd, and a former director Arshad 
Mohammed, pleaded guilty to two 
offences under the Consumer Protec¬ 
tion from Unfair Trading Regulations 
2008 in relation to the false claims. 

Company director Mumtaz Ali 
Khan admitted three offencesand was 
fined £750 with £491 costs and £30 
victim surcharge. 

Both Mohammed, and the com¬ 
pany, were fined £500 with £491 costs 
and £30 surcharge. 

HSE action over 
steel firm accident 

A STEEL stockholders in Dudley is 
being prosecuted by the Health & 
Safety Executive after a man’s legs 
were crushed during the delivery of 
steel coil to the company. 

The victim was trapped by the 
metal while on the back of a lorry at 
an industrial unit on Deepdale Lane, 
Lower Gornal, on November 8. 


It's carnival capers as 
towns enjoy festivities 


THE sun shone over the 
Black Country for two annual 
carnivals. 

Halesowen Carnival organisers 
recported entrance figures as high 
as 7,000. There were hundreds in 
attendance at Stourbridge Carni¬ 
val, too. 

From wrestling matches to dog 
shows - there was a whole range of 
activities and entertainment on the 
cards in Highfield Park on Saturday 
for the Halesowen event. 

For the first time a food and drink 
festival was introduced. Festivities ran 
from midday to 8pm with live music 
throughout the day. 

Councillor Stuart Henley, a mem¬ 
ber of the four-team organising com¬ 
mittee, said: “It was excellent. Even 
better than we anticipated.” 

Preparations are already under way 
for next year and a number of traders 
and food stalls have already signed up. 

Organisers are hoping more volun¬ 
teers and sponsors will come forward 
ahead of the next event in order to 
make it even better. Call Stuart on 
07967 142367 or email halesowencar- 
nival@gmail.com 

The following day, hundreds turned 
out to enjoy Stourbridge Carnival. 
The traditional Carnival Princess and 
Rosebud competition took place with 
a theme commemorating the event’s 
1980s heydays. 

The High Street, Coventry Street 
and Market Street were filled with 
stalls, displays and a fun fair. Lower 
High Street hosted a classic car dis¬ 
play. The afternoon saw local mu¬ 
sicians, including Esther Turner, 
performing live on the outdoor stage. 




The Cannon Dance Academy were giving performances at the Halesowen Carnival in Highfield Park 






Darcy Farren at Halesowen Ron Popple at Stourbridge Carnival Stourbridge Princess Lily Perry 


Tax rise to 5 
cover cost of 
social care 

COUNCIL tax could increase by three 
per cent next year in Dudley to pay 
for adult social care. 

The possible rise was discussed at 
a meeting of the council’s cabinet last 
Thursday, when a review into the care 
strategy was discussed. 

The idea was aired as part of a dis¬ 
cussion on how the social care budget 
had been ‘squeezed’ over the last ten 
years, taking into account increases in 
the National Living Wage. 

Councillor Les Jones, cabinet mem¬ 
ber for housing, said: “I can go back 
10 or more years and see how we have 
squeezed the care home sector to keep 
costs down. The effect has been people 
living in inadequate care homes in the 
borough or having no option but to go 
elsewhere. We haven’t made provision 
for the National Living Wage.” 

Tony Oakman, strategic director of 
people, said: “All care homes are reg¬ 
ulated by the CQC and have to meet 
certain standards. But the council has 
met the requirements of the National 
Living Wage at £4 million and there 
have been several uplifts to provider 
rates which equates to something in 
the region of £300,000. We are doing 
everything we should be doing.” 

Meeting chairman Councillor Pat¬ 
rick Harley, said: ”It is important for 
us to get it right.” 

Tribute act gives 
a kick up the 80s 

FANS of 1980s music can flock to a 
tribute concert in Stourbridge on Sat¬ 
urday. 

Kick up the 80s will perform hits 
from the likes of ABC, Go West and 
Wham! at the River Rooms in Mill 

Tickets cost £8. To book call 01384 
397177 or 07986 577661. 




ULTIMATE 
SECURITY 
GUARANTEE 


We take security very seriously 
Guaranteed high security on ALL 
products. Full details on request. 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the 
installation has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service Available 


Make the RIGHT decision this Summer and give RYDALE a ring... FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk | Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS | Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm. Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 


Replace the existing roof on your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a room you can use all year round. 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry. No other company 
in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we have been in business for more than 30 years. 


^WINDOWS^OORS^ONSERVATORIES, 


ORANGERIES, PORCHES, FASCIAS & 
_ SOFFIT BOARDS _ 

Cleaning Services now available to restore 
all your uPVC products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning available. 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Driverless 
cars: But 
where is 
enjoyment? 

WESTFIELD cars, one of the Black Coun¬ 
try’s best-kept secrets, has shown that 
the area still leads the way when it comes 
to cutting edge engineering and technol¬ 
ogy. 

The Kingswinford-based compa¬ 
ny, best known for its 1950s-style road 
racers, has developed the world’s first 
driverless sports car. And what a beau¬ 
tiful looking thing it is too, with its sleek, 
curvaceous body, wide-mouth grille and 
stacked double headlamps giving it all 
the allure of something Alfa Romeo or 
TVR might have produced in their heyday. 

Yet there is also something that trou¬ 
bles me deeply about the idea of a 
self-driving sports car. Surely the whole 
point of a sports car is driver enjoyment, 
the intuitive sensuality of piloting the ma¬ 
chine through country lanes, the sensa¬ 
tion of feeling at one with the road. Why 
would anyone want a microchip have all 
the fun? 

nnn 

WHEN was the best time to live? The 
older generation always used to wax 
lyrical about the “good ol’ days” usually 
referring to some time around the 1920s, 
“when you could leave your door open 
knowing that nobody would steal any¬ 
thing.” Then there is the baby-boomer 
generation, waxing lyrical about the Sum¬ 
mer of Love and the Swinging 60s. 

They’re both wrong, of course. The 
time when we really had things right was 
about some time towards the end of the 
1980s. Say about 1987, when the econo¬ 
my was booming, we had pretty much all 
the technology we have today, but when 
there was still some sort of social fabric 
which seems to have disappeared over 
the past 30 years. 

When we had video recorders, cassette 
players and comfortable homes and cars, 
but when catching burglars and shoplift¬ 
ers took precedence over minor speeding 
and parking offences, and when our town 
centres had shops in them. 

It was also about the last time when 
television was worth watching. No Big 
Brother or X Factor, but comedies with 
jokes in them. Drama meant Minder, 
The Professionals or Bergerac. Come 
Dancing, minus the celebrities, was just 
a gentle interlude between the news and 
Question Time. 

Oh, and yes, there was Blind Date. An 
excruciating low-rent dating show when 
an assortment of geeks and show-offs 
recited pre-scripted double entendres to 
get their 15 minutes of fame. 

Why, out of all the great programmes 
that were made in the 1980s, did some¬ 
body think this was the one to revive? 


Morrisons have the last laugh over Singh signage 



When the Sainsbury’s chain objected the 
shop was renamed Morrisinghs 




Prince Harry says none of the young royals 
would choose to be king or queen 


Jeremy Corbyn, who was seen 
hugging Grenfell survivors 


Name change left a 
bitter taste for store 


JEL Singh Nagra was forced to change the 
name of his shop in Tyneside after a legal com¬ 
plaint from Sainsbury’s. Like a number of Sikh- 
owned shops, it was light-heartedly named 
Singhsbury’s. When the supermarket chain ob¬ 
jected, Jel renamed the shop Morrisinghs. Far 
from being annoyed, Morrisons says: “Mr Nagra 
and his customers obviously have good taste 
so we wish him well.” Who comes out of this 
story best? Mr Nagra must be happy with his 
masses of free publicity. Morrisons is perceived 
as an organisation with a sense of humour. And 
Sainsbury’s looks like a bunch of po-faced kill¬ 
joys. 

PRINCE Harry says none of the young royals 
would become king or queen, given the choice, 
but would take the throne out of their sense of 
duty. Maybe all he wants is a right taken for 
granted by every other child in the kingdom. 
The right to dream of being a train driver, a fire¬ 
fighter or a football star. The right to choose 
your own life. 

IT is not exactly hero to zero, but Theresa May’s 
authority has been seriously depleted, not sim¬ 
ply by her catastrophic decision to hold a snap 
general election, but also what was consid¬ 
ered an inadequate, even cold, response to the 
Grenfell Tower disaster. 

THE truth is, the Tories seemingly did all the 
wrong things after Grenfell, while Jeremy Cor¬ 
byn, seen hugging survivors, did all the right 
ones. 

THE Ulstermen have been bribed and the Scots 


THE BEST OF 

have elected a clutch of Conservative MPs to 
Westminster. Mrs May’s Tory Government : 
O’Strong & McStable. 

RESIDENTS who prevented a traveller convoy 
occupying a green outside their homes in north 
Wales claim the cops did little to support them. 
One woman declared: “The police called us in- 
citeful for coming out together.” Strange term to 
use. Maybe the officer in question actually said 
“insightful,” meaning perceptive or wise. 

GOOGLE has been fined £2.1 billion by EU reg¬ 
ulators for “artificially and illegally promoting 
its own price comparison service in searches.” 
This allegedly “denied both its consumers real 
choice and rival firms the ability to compete on 
a level playing field.” I hold no brief for Google 
but as a humble EU citizen with the nous to find 
bargains, it seems to me that Google used its 
own shop window to promote its own products. 
Just as every department store and village shop 
across the EU does. 

THINGS you accumulate. Sorting out her jewel¬ 
lery (euphemism) box, Mrs Rhodes came across 
a small box containing Georgia’s baby teeth. It 
is not unusual to keep your kids’ little toosy- 
pegs. But Georgia was not our offspring. She 


was the little black labrador we puppy-walked 
25 years ago to prepare for her training as a 
guide dog. Long gone but loved for ever. And 
how sharp those tiny teeth were. 

I HAD eye surgery this week. It was a blissful lit¬ 
tle drama, apart from the first act which involved 
three nurses wrestling to insert a painkilling pel¬ 
let under my resisting eyelid. Next, the numb¬ 
ing eye drops, followed by what I believe the 
drug-abusing community calls seriously good 
**** from the anaesthetist. The op itself was not 
only painless but enjoyable, a dreamy 40 min¬ 
utes as the eye surgeon did his stuff (which has 
always struck me as being like trying to pick up 
eels with chopsticks) and I descended into what 
looked like an ever-changing kaleidoscope of 
blue and white lights. It was like a day trip to the 
Sixties. I should have asked for the Sgt Pepper 
soundtrack. 

I AM pleased, nay smug, to report that the rea¬ 
son the nurses struggled with the analgesic 
pellet is that my eyelids are unusually taut and 
youthful. Shame about the other bits. 

DESPITE all the warnings and a £100 fine plus 
six points, you still see drivers using mobile 
phones - even while driving convertibles. But 
for sheer brass neck, can anyone rival the farm¬ 
er’s lad I spotted turning his tractor and trailer 
into a lane? He was driving one-handed with 
no hand signal, no number plate and no lights. 
While texting. 


TOmNGPOjN^^ 

Bad blood 
until an 
inquiry is 
finally held 

The biggest UK medical scandal since 
thalidomide is in danger of fading into the 
background again, eclipsed by Brexit and 
terrorism on the national agenda. 

The tainted blood scandal saw hae¬ 
mophiliacs, many of them children, given 
blood products by the NHS in the 1970s 
and 80s that were contaminated with HIV 
and hepatitis C. 

People with blood clotting disorders 
were given products sourced from con¬ 
victs and ‘skid row’ donors in the United 
States, including drug addicts and prosti¬ 
tutes who were paid to donate blood. 

For decades victims and their families 
were told that the infections that caused 
premature deaths and disabled many 
others were an unforseeable and unfortu¬ 
nate consequence of treatment. 

But then Andy Burnham MP, in his last 
speech in Parliament before leaving to 
become Mayor of Manchester, called for 
an inquiry after alleging a ‘criminal cov¬ 
er-up on an industrial scale’ in the NHS 
over the historic use of contaminated 
blood. 

In a powerful speech the former Health 
Secretary said he had seen documents 
that showed victims had been used as 
‘guinea pigs’ and subjected to ‘slurs and 
smears’ when they tried to get more in¬ 
formation about their treatment. 

Evidence has come to light that some 
senior medics knew that the products 
were harmful but continued to allow them 
to be used. And these products were not 
always being given in life-or-death oper¬ 
ations, sometimes they were for minor 
procedures. 

The victims and their families have long 
suspected a cover up and that succes¬ 
sive Governments have dragged their 
feet, aware that a potential compensation 
bill is coming down as victims die. The 
victims have only received some small 
discretionary payments linked to person¬ 
al hardships, not the major compensation 
that victims in several other countries 
have received. It seems that in the UK 
saving money is the top priority, rather 
than justice for the thousands of victims 
and their families. No body or organisa¬ 
tion has ever admitted liability. 

Quite rightly there has been a public 
inquiry into the Hillsborough disaster, in 
which 96 died, and it seems certain one 
will be held into the Grenfell Tower horror, 
where the death toll is likely to surpass 
79. However, more than 2,000 people in 
the UK have died as a result of tainted 
blood. Thousands more have been living 
with poor health as a result. Surely they 
deserve a public inquiry too? 

LEON BURAKOWSKI 


SUIVIIVIER 



O Old Buildings Removed 
0 Asbestos Disposal 
0 Base Laying Service 
0 Free Quotations 


Ci 


CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


1 HUGE 

Concrete 

FREE 

Summer 

FREE 



1 RANGE 

Garages 

FITTING 

Houses 

FITTING 


m 



Prices from g^ ver v 

6ft x4ft £239 £274 
7ft x 5ft £269 £309 
8ft X 6ft £299 £344 


Prices from 

Single Garage 
16ft x 8ft 

Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


£1699 

£3299 


Prices from 

7ft x 5ft £599 Verandah 
8ft x 6ft £725 Verandah 
8ft x 8ft £789 Verandah 



Sf Huge Range 0 Made To Measure Service (2f Lined & Insulated Options (2fQuality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it BETTA 
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Hand over leaving EU to 

IT’S time, in my opinion, to let Nigel Good people of Great Britain went out 
Farage and our elected MEP’s take to vote, but no one expected another 
charge of exiting the EU now. coalition Tory based Government. 

June 23 should have been our last There are only six mainstream political 
year as EU members if David Cameron parties in Great Britain. All the Inde- 
or Theresa May had not delayed send- pendent candidates and smaller parties 
ing Article 50 immediately after the are generally classed as ‘others’ so why 
referendum. We have elected MEP’s are we seeing the Tories trying to form 
from all parties to represent us in the a Government from one of the lesser 
EU, of which Nigel Farage and other ‘others’ groups? In all three Wolves 
UKip MEPs are still the party with seats Labour won, ahead of the Tories 
the largest number of British MEPs. and UKip, the same in Walsall South 
Surely it’s time to hand over exiting and West Bromwich West. In Dudley 
the EU to Nigel and our other MEPs South & Cannock Chase, the Tories 
who are the real experts? On June 8 the won ahead of Labour and Ukip - my 


the experts 

point being with three strong main 
stream parties how come we ended up 
being DUPed with a Tory DUP coali¬ 
tion government prospect? 

So many people working hard 
pounding our streets, so much media 
coverage, so many leaflets all for only 
650 seats in Government. Maybe it’s 
time to replace the un-elected house 
of Lords with a second chamber made 
from all the candidates that came in 
second in General Elections and hand 
over exiting the EU to the EU experts. 
G E FANTHOM 
Dudley 


Address 
concerns 
over NHS 

WITH the BMA chairman 
warning that the govern¬ 
ment is running the NHS 
on “nothing but fumes”, the 
government must listen to 
the concerns of the medical 
profession 

Across the West Midlands, 
health and social care ser¬ 
vices are at breaking point. 
Ministers have continually 
ignored pleas about the im¬ 
pact that underinvestment 
and poor workforce plan¬ 
ning are having on the level 
of care being provided. 

The NHS is in a vulner¬ 
able position, with waiting 
times rising, patient care 
suffering and staff work¬ 
ing under difficult circum¬ 
stances. The government 
must improve the NHS to 
the level that patients de¬ 
serve before it goes even fur¬ 
ther in the wrong direction. 
DR STEPHEN MILLAR 
BMA West Midlands 
Regional council chair 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Dudley Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, dudley.chrons@ 

51-53 Queen Street expressandstar.co.uk 

Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with 
the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 
Gueen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 


Why walk dogs when 
the sun is blazing? 

WHY do all people take dogs a walk in blazing hot sun? It’s 
alright for people, they wear shoes, sandals, etc, dogs’ paws 
are on the hot ground with nothing to protect them. We 
take our dog before 6am before the sun starts to rise and 
after midnight as sun is set. 

I was in Wollaston on June 19 and somebody thought it 
was fine fun to leave a dog in a hot car while they went to 
pub with no window open or no drink. 

J ROBERTS 

Stourbridge 


Tough but 
they were 
happy days 

I WOULD imagine that Mr 
Etheridge and I are about 
the same age as his letter 
regarding the non-existent 
‘golden days’ rang out clear 
and true to me and bought 
back many memories. 

When you look back at 
those days we did have it 
hard but that was how life 
was then and we knew no 
different, compare it to now 
and survival is so much eas¬ 
ier. We learnt so much from 
those days like the fact that 
the world does not owe you 
a living, you get out of life 
what you are prepared to 
put in. 

However it is only when 
we look back now, we realise 
that even though we worked 
longer and in some cases in 
conditions that would not 
be tolerated now, they were 
happy days. 

JENNY JAMES 
Wordsley 



Full re-upholstery service available 




<<3§> Quality Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 



Don’t Settle for Less 

• Kitchens # Bedrooms 
• Bathrooms # Extensions 
# Loft Conversions 
• Home Offices 
From a door or worktop 
replacement to an extension 



What our customers say... 

“Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
recommend QKM to anyone.” 

“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 


Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 


aQEM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

{ THE GUILD „ , 

, .j OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN Wfry 

Membership No A120074 

‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 


We are now members of 

Checka 

Where reputation matters 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 
60 % plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 


Head Office & Showroom 

Customer satisfaction 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

guaranteed. 

01299 877718 | 01384 232413 | 0121 550 4821 

WE WILL NOT 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Thursdays 9am - 7pm 

LET YOU DOWN 

Saturdays 10am - 4pm 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 



www. qualitykitchenmakeoversltd. co. uk 


FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 
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£50,000 damage as driver 
careers into car dealership 


AN out-of-control motorist smashed into a Kingswinford 
car dealership wrecking 10 vehicles and causing more than 
£50,000 worth of damage. 

The vehicles for sale - which were mainly Vauxhall Mokkas - were 
largely written off at T Wall Vauxhall, off the High Street, Pensnett. 

The driver allegedly fled the scene following the incident on Sunday at around 
4am. Sales manager Kevin Leaver said it had left a ‘big impact’ on the fami¬ 
ly-run business. 

Mr Leaver, who has worked at the 
garage for the past 17 years, said: 
“They damaged up to 10 cars and I 
think the majority may be written off. 
I don’t know how much it will cost 
but it’s going to be well in excess of 
£50,000. 

“The driver was travelling towards 
Kingswinford and presumably lost 
control, went through the barriers and 
hit one of our cars in the driveway. 

“It then catapulted across the drive¬ 
way and crashed into another one of 
our cars which careered into the rest. 
“It has had a big impact on us.” 

Shocking 

“It is concerning because we don’t 
know how we will be claiming for it 
yet. It is an ongoing police investiga¬ 
tion. It was just shocking really and 
not something you expect to happen.” 

West Midlands Police said a 28-year 
old man handed himself in and has 
been bailed pending further enquiries. 

John Westwood, 43, from Kingswin¬ 
ford, had been passing by later that 
morning when he saw the cars in what 
he labelled as an ‘horrific state’. 

He pulled up and decided to film it 
on his phone. Mr Westwood then went 
on to post the video on a Facebook 
group page - where it has gone on to 
receive thousands of views. 


Police face 
a struggle 
to manage 

WEST Midlands Police is struggling 
to cope with an unprecedented level 
of demand for its over-stretched ser¬ 
vices, says the force’s assistant chief 
constable. 

Marcus Beale said the force faced 
an unprecedented backlog of 2,000 
calls last week, forcing officers and 
staff from back room roles to be re¬ 
deployed on the frontline and in key 
support posts. 

Mr Beale said: “We responded to 
the terror attacks in London and 
Manchester by ramping up our armed 
and unarmed police presence in key 
locations across the region, includ¬ 
ing shopping centres, transport hubs, 
entertainment venues and places of 
worship. 

“Understandably, this combination 
of factors has impacted on our ability 
to attend all calls for service.” 



Grant Murphy, who is producing and starring in the film Brumville, with actor Dominic Thompson 


“THE Black Country is overlooked 
when it comes to film - we need to put 
it on the map.” 

The words of film director Grant 
Murphy, who is behind a production 
being shot in Stourbridge and Bir¬ 
mingham. 

Brumville has so far been filmed at 
the Arena night club in Stourbridge, 
the Holly Bush pub in Cradley Heath 
and a tunnel near Stourbridge Town 
railway station. It follows the lives of 


three friends - Connor, Lee and Mikey 
- and their struggle with gangs and 
the law. The film will cost £27,000 to 
make, with Mr Murphy hoping to raise 
the cash through an online fundrais¬ 
ing campaign. 

So far, £3,000 has been put toward 
the project. Filming, which will also 
see crews at Steelhouse Lane Police 
Station, Birmingham, finishes in Au¬ 
gust. It is hoped the film will be re¬ 
leased in December on DVD. It will 


be available online and at Tesco and 
HMV. Mr Murphy, aged 25, an engi¬ 
neer at Rolls Royce in Birmingham, 
said: “The film’s three characters 
represents people I have known while 
growing up. 

“I wanted to make the film in the 
Black Country and on the region, be¬ 
cause this area does not get enough 
coverage. 

“It should not be overlooked but it 
is,” the film-maker added. 


Transient site 
could be found 
for travellers 

A TEMPORARY travellers’ site could 
be provided in Dudley in a bid to dis¬ 
courage illegal camps. 

Dudley Council chiefs have been 
looking at suitable sites in the bor¬ 
ough. Travellers set up camp on two 
playing fields last week, prompting a 
fresh row over how to deal with the 
problem. 

Councillor Les Jones, Dudley’s cab¬ 
inet member for housing, said: “My¬ 
self and councillor Karen Shakespeare 
have been looking to see if their is a 
suitable transient site. One could help 
us tackle illegal traveller camps. It has 
to be something that we look at in the 
future.” 

Transient sites see travellers pay a 
fee to use them. The provision of such 
sites also bring in greater powers for 
councils to tackle the illegal camps 
which cause distress for nearby resi¬ 
dents and often leave an authority or 
landowner with a huge clean up bill. 

Travellers in around 40 caravans 
pitched up on Milking Bank last 
month, near to Milking Bank Primary 
School, before moving on to Grange 
Park. 

In neighbouring Sandwell plans 
are also in the pipeline for a transient 
site. Sandwell brought in powers ear¬ 
lier this year that allows them to move 
on travellers from council-owned land 
within 24 hours. 

Driver injured after 
hitting lamp post 

A MAN was taken to hospital after a 
crash in Stourbridge. 

The 36-year-old sustained a sus¬ 
pected broken arm and head and 
chest injuries, and was taken to Rus- 
sells Hall Hospital after hitting a lamp 
post in Worcester Lane, Pedmore, be¬ 
fore 8pm on Saturday. He was alone 
in the Mazda. 


CHRONICLE 



MORE 

PEOPLE 


With over 440,000 potential customers 
every week, you can be sure to reach 
your target audience at anytime. 


CANNOCK 

71,517 



The Chronicle offers an unrivalled platform to reach local customers. 

To find out how our advertising sales team can help your business call 01902 313131- 


SOURCE: JICREG 31.10.2016 
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Mantique auction sparks 
a whole lot of interest 

ALL 40 rare firemen’s hel¬ 
mets went and a £4k loco¬ 
motive nameplate capped 
the lot as more than £100,000 
was spent at an auction tar¬ 
geted at men. 

Internet bids came from as far 
away as New Zealand, the Middle 
East and America when 630 items 
went under the hammer at Fold¬ 
ings Auctioneers in Mill Race 
Lane, Stourbridge on Saturday. 

Around 200 people - some travelling 
from South Wales, the West Country 
and Norfolk - attended in person while 
500 more registered to bid via the in¬ 
ternet from around the world. 

“It was a phenomenal success,” said 
Mark Hannam, who handled the sale 
of 300 of the lots with the remainder 
being split between colleagues. 

Leather 

It was the firm’s annual Mantiques 
auction, so called because it featured 
items most likely to appeal to males. 

The fire service helmets - all from 
the 19th and 20th century - each 
fetched between £200 and £700, de¬ 
pending on the rarity and brigade they 
came from. 

They were made from leather, brass 
or chrome with several coming from 
the fire service at the former Marsh 
and Baxter meat factory in Brierley 
Hill. There was even one from the 
Windsor Castle fire brigade. 

A 450-strong collection of tampers, 
used to damp down the tobacco in a 
pipe, were all sold after being broken 
into 44 separate lots, with six strong 
sets fetching around £300. 

One with a ‘peep show’ of an Ed¬ 
wardian lady getting undressed for 
a bath visible through a tiny hole in 
the top of the implement was sold for 


THE KITCHEN 
CENTRE 

HARBORNE 

Quality Kitchens and Appliances 



Free Planning and Estimating 
Open Monday - Saturday 10.00am - 5.00pm 
2 Albert Road, B17 0AN 

www.thekitchencentre.co.uk Telephone: 0121 681 5553 



The locomotive nameplate that fetched the highest - £4,500 


£150. A set of 20 silent movie posters 
was snapped up by a collector in Amer¬ 
ica and 24 coins commemorating Royal 
events cost a bidder in the Middle East 
£700. 

A medal awarded to Pte S Popple 
2/24th foot who was wounded in the 
battle of Isandlwana during the Zulu 
wars on January 22 1879 topped 
£4,000 but the star of the show was 


the nameplate of Sir Arthur Yorke, a 
Bulldog class Great Western steam lo¬ 
comotive built in 1906 and withdrawn 
in 1949. It went for £4,500. 

A pair of signed Muhammad Ali 
gloves fetched £900. They were signed 
by the boxing great at a charity auc¬ 
tion in Perry Barr in 1983 and were 
sold by Peter Plevey, 73, of Kinver, 
who had paid £500 for them. 



• Your NEW windows will sparkle this Summer 

• It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 


INUTEN 

BACK DOOR 

in WHITE 


From Only 


M) 


...Including 

fitting! 



6 FLAT 
WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 


From Only 

'o 


o/o, 


...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


.J.v» Window 
Wizard Services 
Available 

• Misted Units 
Replaced 

• Broken Hing< 

• Door 
Adjustment 

• New Locks 
Installed 

Call for 
further details 
0121 421 7001 


INUTEN 
FRONT DOOR 


in WHITE 
From Only 

...Including 

fitting! 





Deal direct with the owner 

It to be 


Your local well established business offering 
top quality products and service 
No payment until completion 
Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 


Visit our showroom 



HASBUKY WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY I VALUE | SERVICE - 


SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm 
Sat - 10.00am - 1,00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9.00am 9.00pm 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 • 0121 421 2104 



FENSA 

Registered 30179 


"We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote" 
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The famous BBC test screen that displayed when shows ended 


Champion John Newcombe and Wilhelm Bungert after the 1967 final 


The 1967 Wimbledon final was the first event broadcast in colour 



Scenes like this may still be common in some homes - some in the West Midlands 


Colour TV? No, some still 
watch in black and white 


COLOUR television has now 
turned 50 - but some people 
in the West Midlands are still 
watching in black and white. 

Figures have been released to 
mark the milestone of the first col¬ 
our transmission on the BBC. 

TV Licensing says more than 8,000 
homes across the UK still watch pro¬ 
grammes in black and white. 

The TV Licensing B&W Index shows 
large urban areas hold the majority of 
black and white TV licences, with 45 peo¬ 
ple in Wolverhampton, 22 in Walsall as 
well as a staggering 377 in Birmingham 
watching black and white transmissions. 

One explanation could be cost, as a 
colour licence costs £147 and a black and 
white licence costs £49.50. 

Mark Whitehouse, TV licensing spokes¬ 
man for the West Midlands, said: “It is 
striking that in an era of HD TV and 
spectacular true-to-life pictures, there are 


MEMORY LANE 


By Jessica Labhart 


still more than 8,000 viewers content to 
watch spectacular programmes like The 
Night Manager and Planet Earth in 
monochrome. 

“Whether you watch in black and 
white on a 50-year-old TV set or in col¬ 
our on a tablet, you need to be covered 
by a TV licence to watch or record pro¬ 
grammes as they are broadcast. 

“You also need to be covered by a TV 
licence to download or watch BBC pro¬ 
grammes on iPlayer, on any device.” 

While the figures reveal there may be 
life in the oldest TV equipment yet, BBC 
statistics indicate emerging technologies 
are changing the way many of us watch 
TV altogether. 

Fewer than 500 families had a colour 
TV set in 1967 when Australian John 
Newcombe took the Wimbledon mens’ 


title by thrashing Wilhelm Bungert. 

Comparatively, more than nine million 
people tuned in to watch Sir Andy Mur¬ 
ray lift the title for a second time last 
year, beating Milos Raonic in straight 
sets. 

BBC iPlayer recorded the highest 
unique browser reach on record, with an 
average of 19.9 million unique browsers 
weekly across June 2016. 

The first colour transmission went out 
on July 1, 1967 on BBC Two. 

The Wimbledon Tennis Champion¬ 
ships marked the beginning of regular 
colour television in the UK, with David 
Attenborough, then controller of BBC 
Two, announcing the channel would ini¬ 
tially broadcast in colour for around five 
hours a week. 

Just a handful of colour sets were in 
use at the start of colour transmissions, 
but by 1968 most BBC Two programmes 
were in colour and by 1977, sales of col¬ 
our TV licences had overtaken numbers 
of black and white licences. 


Express & Star 

FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 


FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 




• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 


Contact Tracey Thompson 

on 01902 319645 or email 

tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 
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More than 30 cars 
halted in speed blitz 

THIRTY two vehicles were stopped during a speeding 
crackdown run by police on a ‘dangerous’ road in Stour¬ 
bridge. 

One car was also seized for having no tax as police con¬ 
ducted a community speedwatch on Norton Road last 
Wednesday. 

The drivers who were stopped were advised about the 
speed limits and were also shown a safety video. 

The road has 30mph speed limit and that was reduced 
from 40mph in 2013 following a spate of accidents, includ¬ 
ing the death of an elderly woman in 2011. 



Tax office worker in 
‘despicable’ fraud 


Busy 

Ward councillor Heather Rogers said: “It’s a dangerous 
road and there’s been quite a few accidents there in the 
past, so speeding is a problem. 

“It’s a very busy road, particularly in the evening. 

“I’m very pleased police are out in force and hopefully 
they’ll start to slow down.” 


Rebecca Gray, 32, was given a suspended sentence 

A TAX office worker acted ‘despicably’ by fraudulently 
claiming more than £56,000 in tax credits over seven years, 
a court heard. 

Rebecca Gray, a customer services officer at the Dudley 
tax office, was in ‘a unique position’ to know that what she 
was doing was wrong, a judge told her. 

Gray, aged 32, was spared a prison sentence after the 
court heard that she had lied when she claimed she had 
split from her partner and had moved into her grandfa¬ 
ther’s Wolverhampton home, making her eligible for a sin¬ 
gle parent’s tax credit allowance. 

The mother-of-four had also understated the amount 
of maternity pay she received, which then entitled her to 
more maternity credit, whilst overstating the child care 
cover she needed. 

She joined the Dudley tax office in 2006 when she started 
making a joint claim with her partner for child tax credits, 
said Ms Lynette McClement, prosecuting. 

Gray had alleged that her relationship with her partner 
broke down in July 2014, and she started claiming single 
parent’s tax credits, when in fact she was still living with 
him in Lower Gornal. 

Sacked 

Her partner was not facing similar charges because the 
false claims were made in her name. 

Gray, who was sacked from her job at the tax office, was 
arrested in March last year. 

A check with her grandfather showed that she had not 
lived at his address for 11 years. 

Gray had benefitted by £100 a week in maternity benefits 
and £275 a week in child care costs. 

The overpayment between 2009 to 2016, came to a total 
of £56,344, Wolverhampton Crown Court was told. 

Gray, of Brookdale, Lower Gornal, pleaded guilty to four 
offences contravening the Tax Credit Act. 

She was sentenced to two years jail suspended for two 
years and was alsi given a 12-month supervision order. 

Recorder Nicholas Syfret, QC, told her: “You behaved 
despicably. You were in a unique position to know that 
what you were doing was wrong.” 


Derelict land is lined up for 
140 homes under new proposal 


INDUSTRIAL land in Coseley 
which has been blighted by 
anti-social behaviour will be 
transformed and turned into 
140 homes, under proposals. 

An application has been submitted 
to Dudley Council for the overhaul of 
the site, off Darkhouse Lane. 

The developer hopes to turn the 
currently derelict 13-acre site near 


Rosewood Primary School into a new 
housing estate of up to 142 homes. 

Dudley Council leader Patrick Har¬ 
ley said he welcomed the outline plan¬ 
ning proposals as a potential noost to 
the area if they get the go-ahead. 

A previous application for the land 
was approved in 2013 but no develop¬ 
ment has taken place on the site. 

The new plans have been submit¬ 
ted by Clive Jessup from Cannock. 


The outline proposals would include 
a noise ‘buffer’ constructed to ward 
against noise pollution. 

A design and planning statement 
submitted as part of the application 
says: “Despite the site being allocated 
as employment land, it is understood 
Dudley Council have expressed a will¬ 
ingness to consider the site’s potential 
for residential development.” 


Youngster injured in 
attack near school 

A PUPIL was attacked and left with minor injuries out¬ 
side a Sedgley school last Thursday morning. 

Police were called to High Areal School, in High Areal 
Drive, at 8.50am. 

Headteacher Jo Bull said: “There was an incident off 
school grounds where one of our pupils was attacked. 
We carried out our standard safety procedures and 
informed police immediately. The pupil was left with 
minor injuries and the matter is now in the hands of 
the police.” 

Police spokesperson Kate Baker said: “Officers were 
called to reports of a disorder at High Areal School at 
around 8:50am. Officers were at the school speaking to 
pupils and teachers to establish what happened.” 



iy nothing until 


summer 


.SSSSK- 


hout the whole store 


Low do 


interest ever 


This WEEKEND everything is reduced throughout 
our 35,000 sq.ft, furniture superstore! 

There's special introductory offers & extra discount on all special orders. 

Final reductions on ALL clearance items... no reasonable offer refused!! 


©n LLIAM&S0NS 

“ What ever your budget or style ... we've got the furniture to suit!” 


Alstons Baker 


Level Street I Merry Hill I Dudley I West Midlands I DY51UA I T. 01384 77444 I www.williamandsons.co.uk 
OPENING HOURS: Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm, Saturday 10-6pm, Sunday 11-5pm 
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Annette Bradney and Jayne Blakeway from Friends of the Women The parade through Cradley Heath The parade in full swing through the streets 



Annette Bradney, a chainmaker from Cradley Trade Unions took part in the celebration WASPI members Lynn Tranah and Barbara Thornhill 


Remembering chainmakers 


MPS past and present joined 
forces with officials from 
more than a dozen Trade 
Unions to ensure that hero¬ 
ines in the fight for women’s 
rights are not forgotten at 
an annual event. 

In March 1910 thousands of poor¬ 
ly-paid female chainmakers working 
in Cradley and Cradley Heath staged 
a 10-week strike that successfully 


established the right to a minimum 
wage. One hundred and seven years 
later their victory was marked with 
an all-day event in Cradley Heath 
High Street which included a march 
with union banners proudly held 
aloft. 

Hundreds of people thronged the 
High Street which offered fun on 
fairground rides and serious conver¬ 
sation in speeches and debate deliv¬ 
ered close to the 40 market stalls that 
lined the road. The annual Women 


Chainmakers’ Festival drew in the 
crowds. It is now linked with the 
Black Country Festiva. 

It was led by the County Durham 
Riverside Band to nearby Mary 
Macarthur Park, named after the 
woman who organised the fund that 
stopped the striking chainmakers 
from being starved into submission. 

Among the marchers was An¬ 
nette Bradney, the only resident 
chainmaker now working in Cradley 
Heath. She said it was vital that the 


annual event, being staged for the 
12th year and recognised as the larg¬ 
est celebration in Britain of women’s 
political history, continued so that 
people did not forget the hard times 
others had endured to provide better 
lives for those today. 

Former Halesowen and Rowley 
Regis MP Sylvia Heal, patron of the 
festival, said: “The women chain- 
makers were almost on the periphery 
of history until this festival started 
to ensure they were remembered 


and continued to inspire future gen¬ 
erations.” 

Rob Marris, the recently-retired 
MP for Wolverhampton South East 
said: “It is a great pleasure to be here 
at a celebration of such an important 
piece of working class history.” 

Historian Dr Brian Dakin said: 
“Children of today must be reminded 
that they would not have what they 
enjoy today had it not been for people 
like the women chainmakers stand¬ 
ing up for their rights.” 


Teenage boys 
in line for top 
citizen award 

TWO Dudley teenagers who helped emer¬ 
gency services track down a missing person 
have been nominated for an award. 

Louis Price and Jack Goodman, from 
Dudley, have been shortlisted for an hon¬ 
our at the West Midlands Outstanding Cit¬ 
izens’ Awards. 

They were nominated for the ‘outstand¬ 
ing young citizen award’. 

Last September, the then 13-year-old 
friends assisted police and ambulance ser¬ 
vices in locating a high-risk missing person 
in Wrens Nest Nature Reserve. The miss¬ 
ing person was 15, pregnant and believed 
to be suicidal. 

Louis and Jack guided police officers to 
the location of the missing person and - as 
daylight was drawing in - assisted ambu¬ 
lance services in navigating the woodland 
to locate the missing person, who was found 
to be very distressed and in need of medical 
attention. 

The teenagers, put up for the award by 
West Midlands Police, showed maturity 
beyond their years recognising someone in 
distress and supporting the emergency ser¬ 
vices to be able to do their job. 

PCSO Faye Cartright of Dudley Police 
said: “Their actions were greatly appreci¬ 
ated and are worthy of recognition.” 

In a spin as leisure 
bikes to be replaced 

VISITORS to a leisure centre will be in a 
spin when the popular bikes are replaced . 

The static bikes are used in spinning ses¬ 
sions, at Halesowen Leisure Centre. 

They were installed seven years ago with 
grant assistance from Public Health and 
West Midlands Police but the popularity of 
the classes means the bikes have been sub¬ 
ject to heavy use and are now near the end 
of their useful life. 

The centre is investing £5,000 in 11 
bikes, 10 for class members, one for the in¬ 
structor. 
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Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


ALL QUIET 

ON THE WESTERN FRONT 



Departing Jul '17 to Nov '18 


Price includes 

%/ 3 nights hotel with continental breakfast 
l/ Key visits: 

• Tyne Cot • Hill 60 • Ypres 

• Menin Gate • Delville Wood 

• Last Post Ceremony • Thiepval Memorial 
/ Travel by luxury coach from a local 

joining point 


4 days ^COOQ 
by coach 


pp 


www.legerbattlefields.co.uk/tours/bwf 


D-DAY LANDINGS 
IN NORMANDY 




Departing Jul '17 to Nov '18 


Price includes 

6 / 3 nights hotel with continental breakfast 
6^ Key visits: • Pegasus Memorial Museum 

• Sword Beach • Juno Beach Centre 

• Gold Beach • Arromanches 

• Omaha Beach • Overlord Museum 
Travel by luxury coach from a local 
joining point 


4days 
by coach 


Quote: RP22 

■ 

■ 

Quote: RP22 


pp 


www.legerbattlefields.co.uk/tours/fdn 


Local joining points: Dudley*, Stourbridge*, Halesowen*, Birmingham ...plus more! 


orca 0 llto w b e o b ok e 01709 787 491 


ABTA V3582 ATOL 3880. *Supplements may apply. 



Whole short hind 1/4 of Spring Lamb 
ie Legs and Middle 
Loin Chops £3.50lb £7.72 Kilo 


. £1.99lb £4.39 per kilo 

. £1.58lb £3.49 per kilo 

Whole pork shoulderrs ie pulled pork. £1.39lb £3.07 per kilo 

51b packs short back Bacon. £8.99 

51b packs smoked short back Bacon. £9.99 

Whole horse shoe gammons - Danish. £1.99lb £4.39 per kilo 

111b Chicken Fillets- 

Additive Free. £22.00 packed in 2s 

Extra lean diced beef no fat. £3,481b £7.68 per kilo 

20 boneless, skinless 

Cod Fillets. £29.50 per box 

51b Fresh Rump Steaks. £4.99lb £11.00 per kilo 

51b Fresh Sirloin Steak. £8.99lb £19.82 per kilo 

51b Fresh Ribeye Steaks. £8.99lb £19.82 per kilo 

Hormone free, Black Angus Grain Fed 

Beef roasting joints. £2.99 aprox ii-uib £6.60 per kilo 

Whole Fresh Beef Fillets. £6,951b £15.33 per kilo 

T-bone Steaks. £7.25lb £15.99 per kilo 

Tomahawk Steaks. £6,951b £15.33 per kilo 

51b Mince Beef- 

Additive Free. £1.99lb nib packs £4.39 per kilo 

Hormone Free Grain Fed - 

Salmon Cuts of Beef. £3.60lb Approx 5ib £7.94 per kilo 

Fresh English Spring Lamb Legs. £3.59lb £7.92 per kilo 

Spring Lamb Leg Steaks. £5,991b £13.21 per kilo 

Spring Lamb Shoulders. £2,991b £6.60 per kilo 

GREAT VALUE Freezer Packs 

2 Beef Joints, 2 Lamb Joints 
2 Pork Joints, 21b Best Pork Sausages 
Rump Steaks, 21b Home Cured Bacon 
Lamb Chops, Pork Steaks 

£69.00 Plus Free Home Delivery 


172-176 High Street, Quarry Bank 

ll 01384 633648 3 



C&T 



Doors & Windows Ltd 
Tel: 01902 842706 / 07759 536818 
www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
(Email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New Improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


conservatory i Bi~Fold French 
3 mtr x 3 mtr I Doors Patio Doors 
From £4500 I From £999 From £649 


Bescot Sunday Market 

BIGGEST SUNDAY MARKET IN THE MIDLANDS 


FOR EVERYONE} 

Attractions: Half Price Meat Auctions & All your 
favourite Market Traders! Fun starts at 9am 

BANKS’S STADIUM 

Walsall FC WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 

07889 975701 

All hard standing 
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Judge says veteran bus driver 
unfairly sacked for one mistake 


A VETERAN bus driver who was 
sacked for running a red light in Dud¬ 
ley has won an unfair dismissal claim 
against his former bosses. 

Abdul Jabbar, 59, of Dudley, was 
sacked by National Express West 
Midlands in October 2015 after CCTV 
footage captured him driving through 
the light in King Street. 

But he sued, claiming the dismissal 
was over the top for one mistake in an 
unblemished career behind the wheel. 

Now, after a hearing before an em¬ 
ployment tribunal, Judge Glyn Lloyd 
has ruled the sacking was “unfair” and 
that Mr Jabbar is entitled to a com¬ 


pensation payout. “The claimant is a 
bus driver of exemplary record,” said 
the judge in his ruling, which was de¬ 
layed at the end of the tribunal hear¬ 
ing in April. 

“He has worked for the respondent 
without any disciplinary taint for some 
37 years. He has been free of any ac¬ 
cident or driving penalty for some 32 
years. 

Unpredictable 

“What he did was - and we accept it 
was - a five-second momentary lapse 
of concentration on his part by a driver 


who sits in the cab facing the unpre¬ 
dictable environment of busy city 
roads eight to ten hours each day. 

“Considering the totality of the 
evidence, we find that his summary 
dismissal in those circumstances was 
disproportionate. ” 

The tribunal heard Mr Jabbar had 
claimed his sacking was an attempt by 
his employer to get an expensive older 
employee off its books. 

The case will return to the employ¬ 
ment tribunal next month for an as¬ 
sessment of Mr Jabbar’s damages, 
unless an agreement can be reached 
out of court. 


Predator sent to jail 
for grooming girl, 13 


A MAN who groomed a school¬ 
girl over the internet by pretend¬ 
ing to be a 15-year-old boy has 
been jailed. 

Paul Hawker encouraged the 
13-year-old to set up a secret online 
file where they could share private 
messages and photos, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court heard. 

The 55-year-old, of Woodsetton, also 
created a second fake identity, pretending 
to be the boy’s 17-year-old sister ‘to keep 
the fantasy going’ after she ‘went quiet on 
him’, said Ms Sati Ruck, prosecuting. 

He was found out after the victim’s 
parents took her iPad as a joke and were 
suspicious about what they felt was an 
over-reaction by her. 

Hawker told the girl how to download 
instant messanger app Kik so they could 
chat exclusively without others seeing the 
content, the court was told. He engaged her 
in general chat for a couple of days before 
asking her for photos of herself and, at bed¬ 
times, talking about ‘kissing and cuddling’. 

Messages 

Hawker also enticed her to perform a sex 
act, explaining step by step through inter¬ 
net messages what she should do, telling 
her not to be shy and to send naked photos 
of herself, although this did not happen. 

Hawker had previously been sentenced 
to four months in prison for four offences 
of taking indecent photographs and two of 
gross indecency with an under-age child 
between 1998 and 99. He pleaded guilty to 
inciting a child to engage in sexual activ¬ 
ity. He was jailed for three years and four 
months and made the subject of a sexual 
harm prevention order. 

Defending, Mr Stephen Hamblett said 
Hawker, of Parkes Hall Road, had no in¬ 
tention of meeting the girl and that he had 
mental health issues. “In my mind only 
an immediate custodial sentence can be 
passed,” said Recorder Nicholas Syfret, QC. 



Chamber chief executive Corin Crane, left, Andy Cox and Ralph 
Findlay, right, at the launch of the Black Country Business Festival 


MORE than 100 exhibitions, trade 
shows and conferences will feature 
at the new Black Country Business 
Festival next spring. 

These will be held across Dudley, 
Sandwell, Walsall and Wolverhamp¬ 
ton from April 23 to May 4 in a free 
event showcasing industry of all 
kinds. 

The festival is intended to be a 
platform to bring in investment and 
stimulate economic growth and was 


launched at Wolverhampton’s Light 
House Media Centre. 

Black Country Chamber of Com¬ 
merce chief executive Corin Crane 
said: “This is a really big day - the 
start of a big journey for us.” 

From July 17, businesses and 
organisations can start making ap¬ 
plications to run events at www. 
blackcountrybusinessfestival.com 
or get involved as sponsors, in pro¬ 
moting and providing venues. 


SPECIAL AUCTION 

(LIQUIDATION OF MOVEABLE INVENTORY) 

AUCTIONEER - CHARLIE WILLIAMS CONSIGNMENT LIQUIDATION SPECIALIST EST. 30 YEARS 
In order to settle the debts listed below 
I have taken instructions to urgently clear the following Special Consignments 

HM REVENUE & CUSTOMS.£67,200 BANK OF SCOTLAND.£385,000 

MASTERCARD UK.£65,400 OTHERS.£49,000 

1500 Lots 

ALL GOODS MUST BE SOLD REGARDLESS OF COST 
offered FROM JUST £40 

As this is a VAT Sale, only Vat will be charged to each Lot. 

No Auction Commission or Buyers Premium payable at this Sale. 

Due to some items still containerised you can still view a small excerpt of this amazing Inventory. Please Visit:- 

www.dudleyauction.co.uk 

Consignment (1) 

BRAND NEW DESIGNER JEWELLERY CONSIGNMENT 

Diamonds, Ruby, Emerald, Tanzanite, Sapphire, Rings, Bracelets, Earrings, Pendants etc. all set in 18ct Gold 
- ALL WITH VALUATIONS, CERTIFICATES AND GEMALOGICAL REPORTS 

UP TO 75% DISCOUNT ON VALUATIONS 

Consignment (2) 

Brand New iMacs, MacBook Pro, MacBook Air, iPhone's 6 & 7, iPads, 

Dell Vostro's Intel i5 processors, DSLR Cameras etc (Full UK Manufacturers Warranties) 
Fishing Rods, Bronze Figures, Lamps, Porcelain Vases, Persian Rugs, Crystal, Cutlery, 

Ladies Handbags - Luis Vuitton, Michael Kors etc. Sculptures, Carvings, Figurines, 

Hand Made Occasional Furniture etc. 

TO BE OFFERED FROM £50 

Consignment (3) 

FRENCH WINES, CHAMPAGNES AND SPIRITS 

Grey Goose, Margaux, Chateau Neuf Du Pape, Pomerol, Bordeaux, Medoc, Dom Perignon, 
Bollinger, Krug, Glenfiddich, McCallan, Glenmorangie, Singleton, Johnnie Walker, Glenlivet 
and a selection of Old and Rare Whiskies. 

OFFER PRICE FROM £10 PER BOTTLE AND CASES OF 6 AT £35 

Consignment (4) 

ORIGINAL ART PAINTINGS AND FINE LIMITED EDITIONS 

MOST ARE ELEGANTLY FRAMED WITH CERTIFICATES AND VALUATIONS 
LS Lowry, Tony Rome, Picasso, Salvador Dali, Allan Nelson, Chagal, Wendy Reeves, Van Gogh, 
Shawn Mackey, Gustav Klimt, Marsha Hammel etc. Offered from £45 

Consignment (5) SIGNED AND FRAMED PRESENTATIONS 

Entertainment Memorabilia from Film & TV, Sporting Icons, Rock & Pop, Signed Guitars, Space, Historical etc. 
ALL WITH FULL AUTHENTICATION CERTIFICATES 

ALL TO BE SOLD AT A MERE FRACTION OF THE PRICE 

charliewilliams.com 


THIS SATURDAY 8 JULY 201 7 

THE COPTHORIME HOTEL MERRYHILL 

DUDLEY DY5 1 UR 

SALE STARTS AT 12 NOON PROMPT 

VIEWING OPEN FROM 11.00AM 


DUE DILIGENCE AND AUTHENTICATION 

All goods have been inspected prior to containerisation. Authenticity guarantees are available with all lots purchased. 
Cash, certified cheques, all major credit cards accepted. 


The Auction House, Drummore House, North Berwick Road, Musselburgh East Lothian EH2I 8JT 
Enquiries to Charles Phillips 07831 511452/0131 665 6448. 
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Kitchen Cabinets & Worktops 


Why spend thousands on a kitchen when you can buy the cabinets from us and do it yourself with our help afflCTadvice? 


m 


V Why change the entire Kitchen when all you need are some fresh New Doors? 

i Use Replacement Kitchen Doors MakeOVerS 


Free Brochure-line 


to enhance your home and save iwiciitcwvci 9 

you money. Request a quote today! No Fancy Showrooms - No Fancy Prices! 


We also do.. 

Assembled Units 
Granite & Marble 
Sinks & Taps 
Ovens & Hobs 
Chimney Hoods 
Glass Splashbks 
Doors and more 

Spread the cost on a card 

E9--I - -I #■ 
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14 VOTE YESV^rO IMPROVE HALESOWEN! 


VOTE YESvTO IMPROVE 

HALESOWEN! 

The Halesowen Business Improvement District (BID), 
which is currently in the public voting stage, will 
breathe new life into Halesowen Town Centre and the 
surrounding areas and trading estates. 

Set up to support existing traders, and entice new 
trade, the BID will undertake a comprehensive 
marketing, communications and events strategy, with 
the view to make business boom. 



How will it help you? 

Marketing support for businesses 

Workshops in legal, accounting, social media and more to enhance 
vital business skills 

Creation of a BID magazine, in which all businesses will feature on a 
rotation, displaying offers and news 

Clean up the streets - such as, graffiti removal and vinyl empty shops 
Safety - installation of more CCTV to ensure safety and deter 
criminals 

Creation of a Business Growth Hub and Business Networking Group 
Events - Bring new events into Halesowen, with a view to double the 
events held, and thus increase footfall 

Preferential Partners - A Procurement Hub will be created that will 
contain details of companies where businesses within the BID area 
can benefit from preferential rates for supplies that will be negotiated 
by the BID Company. 

Parking - The BID have already been instrumental in the recent free 
parking trial, and are delighted to report that the free parking has 
been extended. The BID will work towards securing permanent free 
parking. 

Fulltime BID Ambassadors will be a permanent fixture for 
Halesowen; a presence who will be in regular I -2-1 contact with 
each and every trader, taking on board suggestions and helping in 
any way that they can. These ambassadors will also have close links 


with security services, police, and the council, which will allow them 
immediate responses. 

• Your Voice - The BID ultimately works to give traders a voice, and 
have a say in how, where and when the funding should be allocated 
The Halesowen BID are delighted to have had a very positive response 
from traders, and are hoping to secure a majority ‘YES’ vote when 
voting closes on 12th July. 




Local Companies Call For Change! 

Businesses across Halesowen are calling for traders and business 
owners to rally behind the BID in an effort to secure much needed 
investment into the area. 

David Dancer, of Dancers Halesowen has pledged his vote in favour of 
the BID. 

David said: ’’The BID can bring Halesowen’s businesses together, we 
can create a network that can help businesses old and new not just 
survive, but thrive.” 

The BID’s promise of securing a brighter future for local business 
includes the surrounding trading estates and industrial parks outside of 
the town centre. Dean Ford, of Full Range Print, has stated he will be 
voting yes as part of his confidence in the BID’s proposal. 

Dean said: “We have an opportunity, as a region, to invest a 
considerable amount of money in developing Halesowen. This 
investment will benefit all businesses, not just those located in the town 
centre”. 

Without a positive YES vote, 
nothing will change ••• 

As businesses continue to shift away from the High Street and onto the 
purpose built shopping centres and e-commerce sites it is becoming 
increasingly difficult to survive and many once bustling areas are now 
sadly nothing more than ghost towns. 

In fact research shows that retailers on the high street have not yet 
managed to deliver 

a “positive story” for 2016, it therefore leaves no other option than 
to take action to reverse these trends or simply face decline and then 
failure. 

With the average business paying only 93p per week you simply have 
to ask yourself if your company could achieve everything that is set out 
in this Business Plan with the same weekly budget. There is no doubt 
that the answer is no. It is important to understand that DMBC will not 
be funding these projects, the only way that these positive steps will be 
taken is if you vote YES. 

How can I Vote? 

From 14th June 201 7 to 4.00 p.m. on 12th July 2017 you will be able 
to cast your vote in a formal ballot which will be conducted by the 
Electoral Reform Society and will be a postal ballot. 

All defined ratepayers will be entitled to one vote per hereditament 
(item of property), if you occupy more than one hereditament you will 
receive additional ballot papers. 

Any ratepayers that have been exempt from paying the BID levy will 
not be eligible to vote. You will be able to appoint a proxy to vote on 
your behalf if required. 
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IS YOUR TRADER 
VOTING YES? 


Develop our Businesses 
£600,000 of investment 


Your voice for Halesowen 


Transform our town 


F 


HALF B | D 
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Trying our very best to carry on cruising during narrowboat experience 
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Kevin Yarwood, Amanda Yarwood and Andy Cooper at Anglo Welsh 

“IT’S an experience like no oth- Report by Mark Shipp 


er,” says Kevin Yarwood of Anglo 
Welsh. 

And with more than 18,000 customers 
a year across 11 sites nationwide, who 
could argue? 

Yes, there’s nothing quite like messing 
about on the water. Or in our case bumbling. 

From Silsden in West Yorkshire to Monk- 
ton Combe in Somerset and Bradford on Avon, 
Wiltshire, Anglo Welsh has for hire more than 
160 boats, available for just a day, or for longer 
periods of time, enabling people to enjoy the 


country at their leisure. For novices such as 
ourselves, Anglo Welsh help choose a route to 
suit and show the ropes. 

Kevin operates from the Great Haywood 
base, which he has turned into a mini fam¬ 
ily affair, alongside his wife, son, sister and 
brother. This, together with more than 25 
years of experience, allows Kevin to offer a 
more personal service. 

He took us on the first stage of our journey, 
showing us around the boat and then giving 
us our instructions. On board ‘Abi’ - all day 
boats are named after the staff members, their 


The picturesque scene at the lock near Colwich Captain of the Shipp - but 

partners or children - we were taken along the elled at four miles an hour. The reality was 
Trent & Mersey to the first of the locks along much different. Cruising? Not really. All at sea 


the route. 

Tuition was given and other relevant in¬ 
structions passed on. After the safe handover, 
we were left to fend for ourselves. 

Nautical 

There were just two of us and it soon be¬ 
came apparent that if there was a driving test 
for narrowboats we would have failed. 

But what could possibly go wrong? I am a 
man after all. And with a nautical surname. 
Surely I could do it, especially as we only trav- 


would be a more apt description. 

While other more seasoned boaters were ef¬ 
fortlessly passing it was not so easy for us. In 
fact, our navigational skills, or rather the lack 
of them, had us turning the air bluer than the 
boat we were in. 

Surroundings were tranquil, though, and 
we passed the back of Shugborough, heading 
towards Colwich and then the Wolseley Bridge 
area. 

It was pleasant to moor up and have a bite 
to eat and watch the experts pass on their way. 


Mark didn’t find it so easy at the tiller 

One could not wish to meet a friendlier 
bunch than the boating fraternity, with a 
cheery wave as they passed and help as we hit 
trouble. But Kevin’s correct - there really is 
nothing like it. Get it right and you will have 
the best of days, weekends or weeks you could 
ever imagine. From Great Haywood, one could 
cruise along the Trent & Mersey or indeed the 
Staffordshire & Worcestershire canals. 

Day hire starts at £99 with a limit of 10 per 
boat, handy for taking it in turns at the helm. 
There are kitchen facilities on board and wi-fi 
on the holiday fleet. Visit www.anglowelsh. 
co.uk or call 01889 881711. 
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F EUROPARTS 



SERVICE • PARTS • REPAIRS 





0133451)7752 


EMAILSALES@PWEUROPARTS.COM 

EBAY: P.W.EUROPARTS 

TWO GATES LANE, HALESOWEN, 
WEST MIDLANDS, B63 2LJ 


THE FLYING SCOTSMAN 

& THE WEST SOMERSET RAILWAY 


Sun 10 to Mon 11 Sep 

Your break includes 

y/ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel 
y/ Train journey behind the Flying 
Scotsman on the West Somerset 
Railway 

y/ Return coach travel from Dudley, 
Halesowen & Stourbridge 


DOWNTON ABBEY 

BEHIND THE SCENES 
EXCLUSIVE 

- Tue 12 to Wed 13 Sep . 

Your break includes 

y/ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel 
yf Exclusive visit to Highclere Castle - 
filming location for the much loved 
Downton Abbey television series 
y/ Return coach travel from Dudley, 
Halesowen & Stourbridge 


FOLKESTONE 

& FRENCH SHOPPING 

. Mon 25 to Fri 29 Sep 

Your break includes 

y/ 4 nights DBB at the Grand Burstin 
Hotel, Folkestone 
y/ Entertainment every night 
y/ Excursions to Rye, Adinkerke 
& Dunkirk 

y/ Optional excursion to Canterbury 
(£5.99pp) 

/ Return coach travel from 

Halesowen & Stourbridge 


2 Day Break 


2 Day Break only 


£159 


5 Day Break only 


£189 


99 


SAVE £15 PER PERSON I LIMITED OFFER** 

L 08432 244 217 f justgohols 

% justgoholidays.com/RT it @justgoholidays 


SUPERVALUE 


Calls to 08 numbers will cost 7 pence 
per minute plus your phone company's 
access charge. Calls from mobiles may 
vary. Single supplements and terms apply 

























































Teenage boy stabbed victim 


twice outside snooker club 


Comic Jo tops bill 
at laughter night 





Kum-n-avaloff with Brummie comedian Jo Enright 

BRUMMIE stand-up and comic actress Jo Enright is set 
to headline tonight’s (Thursday’s) Kum-n-avaloff comedy 
night at Stourbridge Town Hall. 

Jo appeared alongside Peter Kay in Phoenix Nights, with 
Steve Coogan in I’m Alan Partridge and played the female 
lead in Life’s Too Short, directed by Ricky Gervais and Ste¬ 
phen Merchant. 

Most recently, she received rave reviews for her part of 
Angela in three series of ITV’s The Job Lot, set in a West 
Midlands job centre. 

Character 


Jo will be joined at the monthly comedy night by host 
Dan Smith, fast-rising Geordie comedian Rahul Kohli and 
Wolverhampton character comic Jack Kirwan. 

Tickets are £8 plus booking fee and the ticket price in¬ 
cludes curry and rice (vegetarian option available), which 
will be served during the interval. 

Stourbridge’s Kum-n-avaloff comedy nights have been 
running since 2003 and take place on the first Thursday 
of every month. 

See boroughhalls.co.uk or call (01384) 812812. 


Primary school 
headteacher on 


award shortlist 


A PRIMARY school head¬ 
teacher has been praised 
by police for her work im¬ 
proving relations between 
officers and the community. 

Emma Burnell, head¬ 
teacher at Tividale Primary, 
has been nominated for the 
West Midland Outstanding 
Citizen of the Year Award. 

Mrs Burnell created a pro¬ 
gramme to tackle negative 
perceptions about policing 
in the community. 

The neighbourhood police 
team have reported posi¬ 


tive changes in community 
relations as a result. Mrs 
Burnell said: “I’m surprised 
and slightly humbled to be 
nominated. But I feel privi¬ 
leged to be representing the 
work of everyone involved. 

“We are all working in 
partnership to do our job, 
which is ultimately to help 
ensure children succeed and 
progress academically.” 

The awards ceremony is 
taking place today (Thurs¬ 
day) at Edgbaston Cricket 
Ground. 


A 17-year-old youth stabbed a 
man twice outside a snooker 
club but has been spared any 
time behind bars. 

Trouble flared after the 44-year-old 
victim allegedly threw beer and possi¬ 
bly a bottle out of an upstairs window 
at a group of teenagers, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Crown Court heard. 

There was an exchange of words and the 
man rushed out of the Hot Shot Snooker 
Club in High Street, Tipton to confront the 
17-year-old on January 20, said Miss Fiona 
Cortese, prosecuting. 

The older man supposedly tried to throw 
a punch but missed before an onlooker 
warned him: ‘He has got a knife,’ the court 


Report by John Scott 


was told. Miss Cortese added: “The defend¬ 
ant then removed the knife and stabbed 
the man in the left side of the stomach.” 

He was also cut on the inside of a fore¬ 
arm. The incident was partially captured 
on CCTV. The victim was taken to hospi¬ 
tal where he was kept under observation 
overnight after having 11 stitches in the 
two wounds. 

His attacker was so frightened by what 
had happened that he did not dare go home 
until the next morning when he admitted 
to his mother what he had done and she 
alerted police. 

He claimed to have been carrying a knife 
for a ‘few weeks’ for his own protection. 


Miss Seamran Sidhu, defending, said: “His 
friend was attacked with a knife and he 
foolishly decided to arm himself.” 

The youth, who cannot be identified, 
admitted wounding with intent and was 
given a two year youth rehabilitation order 
with a six month intensive supervision ele¬ 
ment and three month night time curfew. 

Recorder Nicholas Syfret QC said: “I 
am bound to be critical of the victim who 
was behaving with a degree of aggression 
which was not appropriate in the circum¬ 
stances. 

“You had a knife and used it to cause 
serious injury but I am quite satisfied you 
immediately regretted this. It seems to me 
that you are a decent and intelligent young 
man and this was an aberration.” 


More than 50 
addresses are 
on blacklist 


DOZENS of homes in the Black Country 
and Staffordshire are blacklisted by West 
Midlands Ambulance Service over para¬ 
medics’ safety fears. 

Police escorts are required for ambu¬ 
lance staff visiting 52 addresses in the 
West Midlands which have been flagged up 
as ‘dangerous places’. They include proper¬ 
ties in Wolverhampton, Walsall, Sandwell, 
Dudley, Wyre Forest and Staffordshire. 

The addresses become blacklisted on the 
back of reports by paramedics from previ¬ 
ous visits. Reasons range from dangerous 
dogs, attacks on staff and verbal abuse. 

Letters are written to the addresses, 
where possible, and they are reviewed reg¬ 
ularly by ambulance bosses. 

The number of blacklisted addresses has 
fallen from 79 in 2015 but in 2011 there 
were just 11. The figures for attacks on am¬ 
bulance staff continue to rise. 

Spokesman Murray McGregor said: “It 
is about ensuring the safety of our staff.” 
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Everything must go 


in big refurbishment 


Recliners & Riser Recliners Available 



I- [ill 



lOOO fabrics, 
.100 leathers 
to choose^ 
£1000 P/X for 
your old suite 

■Preeremoval of your old bea^S^ 



Call in to view our many unbeatable offers on display 


WHILE STOCK LASTS 


OH? 


unbeueveable 


CONWAY SUITE. WAS £4535 NOW £695 

CORNER GROUP. WAS £2495 NOW £995 

MATCHING SWIVEL CHAIR ..WAS£395 WAS £395 

BOSTON 3 SEATER, 

2 SEATER AND ONE 

CHAIR, ALL RECLINING WAS £3495 NOW £1595 

DOUBLE BEDS. WAS £799 NOW £299 

ODD BASES & 

MATTRESSES TO CLEAR. ONLY £69 

KING SIZE DIVANS. WAS £4999 NOW £399 

LEATHER BED SETTEE. WAS £4395 NOW £695 


Dreamworld fu id'B e 


Mon-Sat 

10am-5pm 

Sunday 

10.30am-4.30pm 


8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU 
Large Free Car Park 

Tel: 01384 295000 
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l8 Lifestyle 


Animals that 
are going 
wild in the 
salesroom 

ANTIQUES AND S 
COLLECTIBLES Tt 


| with John Ridgway of Perry & Phillips 



IN recent years we have seen a relative 
slump in the sale of animals . . . not live 
ones, obviously, but the model varieties. 

However, as with everything in the antiques 
business, the creatures appear to be popular 
once again - or at least those with particular ap¬ 
peal. 

Bronzes have become massively popular, buyers are 
snapping up everything from bulldogs to birds, with 
wild animals such as lions and stags being much sought 
after (in our adjoining antiques centre , we have liter¬ 
ally had buyers queueing up to buy a pair of stags in 
the past couple of days). 

Nice bronzes can fetch some excellent prices in the 
saleroom so be prepared to haggle if you’ve set your 
heart on one. 

Having said that, they are lovely pieces and will 
prove money well spent, especially if this buying trend 
continues and your bronzes become a sound invest¬ 
ment. 

China animal 
models, such as 
those made by Be- 
swick, used to be a 
buyers’ favourite 
but became less so 
over the past five 
years or so - but 
now certain animals 
are almost certain 
to find a new home 
at auction. 

Beswick horses 
(especially ‘names’ 
like Arkle and Red 
Rum) sell for good 
prices, as do farm 
animals such as 
cows, sheep, bulls 
and pigs 

The wild animals including rabbits and foxes pro¬ 
duced by Beswick also do well, as do huntsmen and 
hounds. 

Wemyss animals very collectable, we’ve seen some 
really lovely pigs, rabbits and cats in the saleroom. 

The cute little Whimsie creatures have in the past 
been popular but at present only the Disney characters 
are selling well. 

And back to the farm animal theme, look out for ‘cow 
creamers’, these have always been snapped up for both 
practical use and display purposes. 

As with all vintage pieces, check for any signs of 
damage before you buy your new ‘pet’! 

• Perry and Phillips hold valuation days, for sale 
items only, every Wednesday from 10am until 4pm. 

• The next Perry and Phillips sale of antiques and 
collectables takes place at the Mill Street saleroom 
in Bridgnorth on Tuesday, August 1. Viewing will be 
during the weekend and on Monday and also from 
10am on auction day. New sale bidders are advised 

to attends the saleroom early on auction day to 
register and be allocated a bidding number 



Diverse town centre shops are well worth a visit 



Cooke & Thomas - more than flowers 


WE have a studio in Shrewsbury and have 
recently had an onsite launch to showcase all 
the businesses in our building. 

It has made me think how interesting and 
diverse the range of businesses in the area 
are. 

We no longer have high streets filled with 
the butcher, baker, grocer and ironmonger. 
Today every high street includes a similar 
mix of stores such as Wilkinsons, New Look, 
B&M, Argos, Boots and WH Smiths but look 
a little closer to find some of the more inter¬ 
esting shops. 

You may need to explore as, with rents so 
high they may be in side roads and on small 
industrial estates. 

In Market Drayton we have some wonder¬ 
ful shops, Tuesdays Fine Confectionary is a 
must for the chocolate lover, Cooke & Thomas 
sell so much more than flowers, Gallys offer 
specialist merchandise and gifts, Temptations 
offer inspirational jewellery, The Sewing Box 
kits out the creatives. 

Something Old, Something New is great for 
gifts, Allsorts’ stock changes weekly and is al¬ 
ways worth a visit, In Your Face sorts all your 


STYLE FOCUS 


I with Janet Timmis 


printing requirements and we have some 
amazing hair and beauty shops, key cutting 
and shoe repairs, card shops, pubs and cafes. 

Bloomingtails, Caroles Stitches, Craft Rev¬ 
olution, Sweets and Treats to name but a few 
of the more interesting retailers. 

Today the supermarkets sell so much more 
than the regular groceries and are our first 
port of call for almost any requirement. 

Unique 

It has helped to devastate our high streets, 
along with both out of town and online shop¬ 
ping. 

The smaller businesses have to offer unique 
selling points and amazing customer service 
to ensure the customers keep coming back 
and they need to be experts in social media 
marketing. 

I personally love small independent shops 



with their incredible personalities and their 
owner’s choice of stock, the way it is displayed 
is crucial and the price important. So why 
do we not spend our hard-earned cash with 
these fascinating retailers? At the rate shops 
are closing it won’t be long before we have no 
high streets at all in our small towns. 

Next time you are looking to buy some¬ 
thing, before you reach for your computer 
consider if there is a local emporium that will 
have the item and then take the time to enjoy 
choosing something to suit you while chatting 
to a real person. 

In the last couple of years we have lost 
Woolworths, BHS, Dolcis, Ratners, Block¬ 
buster, Jaegar, Brantano, MFI, Phones4U 
and many more familiar brands who have 
been around for many years. 

Some of these companies have found it dif¬ 
ficult to compete with online sales but footfall 
is also much to blame for their demise. Let’s 
not let anymore vanish from our high streets, 
support them with your patronage. 

Visit www.jflexclusive.com, www.jfl- 
garmentsolutions.co.uk 

Follow: jfllifeandloves on tumblr 




Hair can’t ‘wash itself’ if you leave it 


A LOT of us have a hair-washing 
schedule to make sure our hair 
looks good on the right days, 
while keeping the amount of time 
we actually have to spend wash¬ 
ing it to a minimum. 

But how often should you actually wash 
your hair? And what happens to your hair 
after it’s been assaulted with shampoo? It’s 
high time the experts weighed in. 

Here, consultant trichologist Stephen 
Carson MIT, and Lisa Gilbey MIT, admin¬ 
istrative trichologist to the Institute of 
Trichologists, let us in on a few secrets... 

1. You don’t need to wash your hair 

as often as you think 

No doubt some of your friends insist 
on washing their hair every day, whereas 
others can get by with just once a week. 
Which end of the spectrum is right? Well, 
there’s no general rule, as everyone’s hair 
is different. Stephen says: “Those with fine, 
oily hair will need to wash around three to 
five times a week. Those with normal hair 
that feels slightly oily after four to five days 
should aim to wash around then, and people 
with dry scalps should shampoo every six to 
seven days.” 

Lisa agrees with Stephen, saying the fre¬ 
quency depends on your scalp type and how 
much physical activity you do. 

2. Environmental factors and how 

much you exercise make a difference 

Everything from where you live to the 


By Prudence Wade 


shampoo you use can affect how often you 
should wash your hair. Stephen notes you 
need to be particularly careful when choos¬ 
ing your products. He says: “For example, 
moisturising shampoo will not have enough 
cleansing properties for oily hair, which 
will make the hair lank and need washing 
more often. If you live and work in a city 
centre, pollution, dust and grime will mean 
your hair needs washing more than if you 
live in an area of cleaner air.” And as any 
regular gym-goers know, frequent exercise 
also means that you need to wash your hair 
more often. 

3. No, hair can’t ‘wash itself’ if you 
leave it long enough 

Ah yes, the age old myth that if you just 
don’t wash your hair, it’ll start ‘self-clean¬ 
ing’. It’s a tale that most wish is true, but 
few have actually been brave enough to 
test out. Well, now the professionals have 
spoken. Lisa says that you shouldn’t waste 
your time hoping your hair will eventually 
self clean, because it’s not going to happen. 
“Sebum is the skin’s antibacterial layer and 
has no cleansing properties in,” she says. 
“It can be unhygienic.” 

4. Washing too often dries it out and 
makes coloured hair fade 
Washing your hair too regularly runs the 

risk of drying it out, especially if you don’t 
use conditioner. Stephen says: “You may 
also find your scalp getting dryer and possi¬ 


bly itchy.” You need to be particularly wary 
of this if you’ve had it coloured, as it will 
dry out more quickly. Lisa adds that using 
shampoo which doesn’t strip out the natu¬ 
ral oils, along with limiting how much heat 
is applied to the hair when styling, can help. 

5. Pat hair dry instead of rubbing it 

with a towel 

Washing hair is such a dull part of your 
lifet. However, this means that many people 
go on autopilot and therefore make some 
basic errors in their regular routine. Lisa 
says: “Women often use the wrong shampoo 
for their hair type, apply conditioner to the 
scalp, and rub the hair with the towel as op¬ 
posed to patting it dry - this can charge the 
hair electrostatically, making it flyaway.” 

6. Showering in water that’s too hot 

is a mistake 

For Stephen, there are a whole host of 
simple mistakes we make when washing 
our hair. He says: “Common errors include 
using water that’s too hot, which has a 
drying effect on the scalp, not rinsing hair 
thoroughly enough (which can cause a dull 
appearance due to debris left on the cuti¬ 
cle), and rubbing the hair too vigorously 
with a towel afterwards.” 

Instead, avoid damaging the cuticle by 
blotting your hair gently dry. 

7. Brush your hair before washing it 

If you’ve got long hair, brush it first. Also, 

don’tlather up all your hair on top of your 
head like a shampoo crown. “Instead, keep 
the foam close to the roots and then let the 
lather run through the hair as you rinse.” 

























SSSS"* Fitting testimony 
to the ‘Salt King’ 


THE May meeting took the 
form of an open evening 
when friends and non-mem¬ 
bers were invited to join for 
light refreshments, and en¬ 
joy a pleasant evening gain¬ 
ing a brief insight into the 
aims of the guild. 

Members from the Fed¬ 
eration and neighbouring 
guilds were also invited, 
with entertainment from 
the group Gloriana, who 
got as many people as pos¬ 
sible to join in the medieval 
dances. 

Gloriana were dressed 
in very rich colourful 
gowns from various peri¬ 
ods, although the sole male 
member looked a little un¬ 
comfortable at times in his 
breeches and tights! 

After enjoying refresh¬ 
ments, members and vis¬ 
itors were invited to buy 
cakes, posies and plants 
from the laden table. There 
was also a display of items 
made and painted by the tea 
and talents group, photo¬ 
graphs of the ambling group 
and local paper headlines. 

It was an enjoyable, well 
attended evening, to hope¬ 
fully entice new members. 

The annual dinner at 
Hagley Golf & Country 
Club, was attended by ap¬ 
proximately 30 members. 
The evening was most 
convivial with good food 
and plenty of chatting and 
laughing. Thanks go to Sue 
Ward, the organiser. 

Potential new members 
are welcome at meetings, 
held at St James’ Church 
Hall, Wollaston, on the sec¬ 
ond Tuesday of the month. 



Lance Cartwright, from Amblecote History Society, as Salt King John Corbett 


AMBLECOTE History Society thoroughly 
enjoyed a wonderful day at a picnic in the 
magnificent grounds of the Chateau Imp- 
ney to celebrate the 200th anniversary of 
the birth in Brierley Hill of John Corbett. 

A large attendance enjoyed the many dis¬ 
play stands and free musical entertainment. 

The Amblecote History Society display 
stand, comprising a collection of quality 
photographic material and historical narra¬ 
tive about the life and times of John Corbett 
in Amblecote and the surrounding area was 
designed and produced after much effort, 
research and presentation by Helen Cook. 

It looked magnificent and contained 
plentiful, interesting historical information 
which attracted a lot of attention with pos- 


Amblecote History Society 


itive comments from the public and indeed 
from Corbett family relatives themselves, 
some of whom had flown in from the USA. 

The birthday anniversary was also 
marked at midday by a synchronised peal 
of bells from Amblecote Holy Trinity and 
Saint Michael’s Brierley Hill with local 
churches in the Droitwich area. 

The “Salt King 200” project was the big¬ 
gest Amblecote History Society have been 
involved in and proved to be a justified testi¬ 
mony to a man who did so much in our area 
to benefit the community. 


Warm welcome to newcomers 


THE next meeting will be 
held on Saturday (July 8) 
at 2.15pm in the United Re¬ 
form Church Hall, Trinity 
Road, Dudley. 

The group would like new 


Dudley Widows & Friends Circle 


members, who would be For more information call 
made very welcome to join 01902 881097 and 01902 
the small friendly set-up. 676997. 
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“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3850 

90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 

15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 


I 


THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 

Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150 



I 


Extra discount for our retired 
& disabled customers 


We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
Showroom also at 
39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 

SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


INTRODUCING THE NEW 

CROSSLANDL 


Packed with stylish features and bags of attitude. 

Book now to take it for a spin. 




VAUXHALL 


Dudley Motor Company 

Dudley 01384 454100 

Stourbridge Motor House 

Stourbridge 01384 447970 


T Wall Garages 

Kingswinford 01384 288333 

Halesowen Motor House 

Halesowen 0121 503 0001 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall Crossland X Elite 1.4i (75PS) ecoFLEX: 
Urban: 41.5 (6.8), Extra-urban: 65.7 (4.3), Combined: 54.3 (5.2). C0 2 emissions: 120g/km. # 

#Fuel consumption information is official government environmental data, tested in accordance with the relevant EU directive. Official EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical 
factors. 
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Now is the 
perfect time 
to have a 


herb garden 



Herbs can make pretty garden displays 
ONE of the simplest starter ideas for any¬ 
one new to gardening is to create an herb 
garden - perfect for novice planters and 
loved by cooks everywhere. 

From sage to thyme, rosemary to clipped bay 
and flowering chives, you can combine a variety 
of herbs in one space that will produce long-last¬ 
ing displays as well as regular pickings for the 
kitchen. 

If you don’t have much or any outside space then 
think about keeping a few pots of herbs on your bal¬ 
cony or windowsill - easy to reach to and there’s no 
rushing out to take cuttings in the pouring rain when 
you are cooking your favourite dish! 

There are so many herbs to choose from, but the top 
five classic favourites are... 

MINT 

Really easy to grow and it will cope with shady parts 
of the garden as well as full sun, but you need to keep 
it well watered and feed it. 

If you pick regularly it will grow bushy and give you 
leaves from April to November. Whenever it begins to 
look straggly, repot into fresh compost. 

CHIVES 

Great in salads or as a soup garnish, they have lovely 
bee-friendly flowers and do well in partial sun. They 
like damp soil, so make sure they don’t dry out. You 
can plant them from seed or pot a growing plant. 

SAGE 

Its velvety leaves and small, purple flowers look spec¬ 
tacular and it requires very little maintenance over the 
years. 

It thrives in dry conditions so avoid watering it too 
much. 

Sage loses some of its flavour after about three years, 
but you can take cuttings and grow new, aromatic 
plants. 

BAY 

Bays are both practical and ornamental hardy ev¬ 
ergreen trees with aromatic leaves and small yellow 
flowers in spring. 

They can grow to 40ft (12m) high but can be kept 
small by growing in a pot and pruning. 

Keep them in a sheltered area in full or partial sun. 
They have very shallow root systems so in dry condi¬ 
tions you will need to water them, but other than that 
they are very low maintenance. 

ROSEMARY 

An evergreen, perennial hardy shrub, it has aromatic 
leaves and small purple or white flowers in late spring. 

It thrives in good soil in full sun and needs minimal 
pruning or attention throughout the growing season. 

You can leave rosemary in a container for several 
years before repotting and it can grow to a height of 
about 3ft (lm). 

These simple tips from the Royal Horticultural Soci¬ 
ety on how to plant herbs in a container should guar¬ 
antee success and hassle free growing: 

• Choose containers that give herbs a deep root run 
where they can be left undisturbed. 

• Use a gritty, well-drained compost 

• Keep the compost moist, but never soggy and use a 
balanced fertiliser to encourage leafy growth 

As many herbs have Mediterranean origins they like 
being in the sun, which means they really come into 
their own during the summer months. 

It’s perfect timing for bringing an aromatic flavour 
to outdoor cooking or a zing to seasonal salads. 

Sara Milne - The Potted Garden 


Strawberries of all kinds - it must be Wimbledon 


YES Wimbledon season is upon us already! And 
what does that mean? Strawberries, strawber¬ 
ries, strawberries... 

Your strawberry wish is Lubera’s command... 

STRAWBERRY PARFUM FREECLIMBER 

Shouldn’t a special growing climbing straw¬ 
berry with many runners also have a special 
flavour? In addition to the intense strawberry 
flavour, Freeclimber has the fragrance that is 
typical for our range of Parfum strawberries. 
Although this is a Vescana hybrid that usually 
remains small, these fruits are very close to nor¬ 
mal garden strawberries, but just that they are 
much more aromatic and fragrant! 

STRAWBERRY PARFUM FREEJUMPER 
Our everbearing Parfum series is based on the 
back cross hybrids of Vescana with normal gar¬ 
den strawberries. This has enabled us to bring 
more flavour and aroma into the strawberry. 
The hanging basket variety Freejumper quickly 
forms blossoms on the runners. This means that 
as soon as a runner develops it starts to bloom 
again and a few weeks later, the first fruits ap¬ 
pear. This variety is ideal for hanging baskets 
and as a ground cover. 

STRAWBERRY FRUTIUM BELLEURE 
Maturity: Early to very early 


Fruits: Beautifully shaped, medium red to 
dark red, completely red when fully ripe 

Taste: Early strawberry varieties have a fun¬ 
damental problem: they often lack sugar. This 
new variety now has so much sugar when fully 
ripe that some sourness can be present. And that 
results in a fruity overall impression. 

Yield: High, concentrated, strong harvest, 
which is already finished when medium-matur¬ 
ing varieties or late-maturing varieties start to 
be harvested. Excellent yield in the second year 
after planting. 

Growth: Rather strong growth with good for¬ 
mation of runners; good leaf health after the 
harvest until autumn. 

STRAWBERRY FRUTIUM BONNEURE 

Maturity: Mid-June to early July 

Fruits: Large to very large fruits, beautifully 
coloured 

Flavour/aroma: Fruity strawberry aroma; the 
fruits should be really ripe, which means that 
only the darkest fruits should be harvested; the 
fruits then develop a broad, sustained sweet¬ 
ness; yet they are also juicy and almost crunchy 
when bitten into. 

Growth: Large, healthy shrubs. Can also be 
used as a low, border hedge for an herb bed. There are so many varieties of strawberries this time of year 



Roses create brilliant blooms 
and a magical atmosphere 



English shrub rose ‘Gertrude Jekyll’ are relied upon for their robust habit 



Old shrub rose ‘Rosa Mundi’ are heavily scented There’s plenty of choice at Love Plants Shrewsbury 


Report by Sharon Walters 

SENSUOUS roses confirm the 
presence of early summer as the 
variation in fragrance and the 
brilliance of their blooms create 
a magical atmosphere in the gar¬ 
den. 

Roses contribute scent, form and 
colour and can easily be incorporated 
into any garden scheme. 

In this article, Heather Evans, assistant 
manager of Love Plants, Shrewsbury, takes 
a look at some of the many varieties to 
choose from. 

The English shrub rose is a comparatively 
recent introduction and includes many 
which have rapidly established themselves 
as firm favourites and are widely grown. 

Old shrub roses, such as Gallica, Damask, 
Alba, Centifolia and Moss, are the roses of 
history, the forerunners of today’s garden 
shrub roses. 

Richly scented with magnificent blooms 
wand lax growth, they give the garden an 
air of maturity. 

For sheer brilliance of bloom, innovative 
colour and massed display, the modern 
bush rose will satisfy all such demands and 
more. 

Included in this group are Hybrid Teas, 
the most popular of all garden roses, mul¬ 
ti-flowered Floribundas and an extensive 
range of miniature and patio roses, many 
ideal for small gardens or pots. 

Cascading from mature trees, draping 
arches and pergolas, or clothing ancient 
walls, even covering an unsightly shed, 
climbing and rambling roses may be put to 
endless use. 

Combine them with a complementary 
clematis for an eye-catching display of col¬ 
our and interest over the summer. 

TOP 10 ROSES 

:: English shrub rose 

“Gertrude Jekyll” one of many English 
roses which may be relied upon for their 
robust habit, abundance of flowers and dis¬ 
ease free foliage. Height 1.2m, spread lm. 

“Golden Celebration” has magnificent, 
golden yellow blooms with an exceptional 
fragrance. It is repeat flowering and ideal 
for pots and containers. Height and spread 
120cm x 120cm. 

“Scepter’d isle” is a medium shrub, with 
double soft pink blooms, upright growth 
with a strong myrrh fragrance. Will flower 
freely and continuously. Height 1.2m, 
spread lm. 

:: Old shrub roses 

Rosa Mundi’s (Rosa gallica versicolor) 
blooms are unevenly striped rose-pink and 
are heavily scented. Grow Rosa “Mundi” as 
a low, compact hedge to divide one part of 
the garden or flower border from another. 
Height and spread 1.2m x 1.2m. 

:: Modern Bush rose 

“Jude the Obscure” is very free-flower¬ 
ing, bearing large incurved, chalice-shaped 


flowers. The soft yellow blooms possess an 
outstanding fruity fragrance. Height 1.2m, 
spread 1.1m. 

“For Your Eyes Only” was Rose of the 
year in 2015. A repeat-flowering floribunda 
rose, it bears a profusion of single scented 
pink blooms beautifully shaded with a halo 
of apricot and salmon and a distinctive rich 
pink eye. Height and spread lm x lm. 


:: Patio rose 

“Sweet Dream” offers bushy, upright 
growth and dense foliage, which makes this 
apricot-peach, patio rose suitable for the 
rock garden. Height 45cm. 

:: Rambler 

“Felicite et Perpetue” is a classic rambler 
rose with distinctive pompom flowers mass 
throughout the season. A delicate scent, 


suggestive of primroses, recalls the early 
spring. Height 3.5m. 

:: Climber 

“New Dawn” is vigorous, fragrant and 
tolerant of some shade. Height 3.5m. 

“Gloire de Dijon” is a very fragrant, 
repeat flowering rose with fully double, 
creamy-buff flowers, sometimes tinted pink. 
Height 5.4m. 






































I would like to spend my prize money with 

Mr/Mrs/Miss.First Name. 

Address. 


.Surname. 


Postcode 


I have read the rules and agree to abide by them. 
Signature. 


Win £25 to spend with one of the advertisers on this page. Simply take a look at the two pictures below - when 
you have spotted the 7 differences, circle them in picture B. Fill in the entry form and send your completed entry 
to the address below. Do not forget to include the name of the advertiser you would like to spend your £25 with, 
chosen from this page should you be the lucky winner. Send your completed entry to: 

Nicola Cope, Win £25 Spot the Difference, Express & Star, Black Country House, Rounds Green Road, Oldbury B69 2DG 


entry opened after the closing date will receive the prize. There is no cash alternative to the prize. The prize will be issued in cheque 
| form made payable to the advertiser as chosen by the winner. Once issued the cheque cannot be altered and must be cashed within two | 
months of receipt. Employees or their immediate relatives of the MNA group of companies may NOT enter. The Editor’s decision is final. 
The winner must be prepared to take part in any publicity. 



RANGE OF MARBLE LADIES WEAR 

NOW IN STOCK 



Central Builders, Peckingham Street 
Halesowen B63 3AR 

0121 550 1237 


ubhi’s 


* 


< 


KITCHENS & FURNITURE 




MASSIVE 

KITCHEN SALE 

NOW ON 

UP TO 60% OFF 
CERTAIN 
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DESIGN AND FITTING SERVICE 

www.ubhikitchens.co.uk email:ubhis@outlook.com _ 

Britannia Street, Tividale Oldbury, West Midlands B69 2PG.Tel: 0121 557 7222 



Find us on 3 


SHEPHARDS 

MOTi COMPANY 



MOT DVSA 
Approved 
Testing Station 
Class 4 
Petrol & 

Diesel Vehicle 
by hourly 
appointment 
slots 


www.Shephardsmotors.co.uk 

250 Coombs Road, Halesowen B62 8AA 

0121 561 5222 


www.thebig petstore.co.uk 
tHEB\G 0121 550 9095 



Julius We now stock a large range 

__ Cl ^' us ® H arnesses an d 
K- ■ 9 Accessories for dogs 

Free Fitting Sendee in store - bring your dog to 
see the benefits of an original Julius K9 Harness 


OPEN 7 DAYS FREE PARKING 

FREE HARNESS & COAT FITTING SERVICE 


RAW FEED STOCKISTS •V* NUTRITIONAL ADVICE 


FLEA TREATMENT & WORMING PRODUCTS 


1000’s of quality products 

for dogs, cats, small animals, birds, fish & more 


FIND US ONFACEBOOK^ 
T & TWITTER JF 


HEREWARD RISE ' HALESOWEN 
B62 8AN 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 



5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 



* 


• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 



FREEPHONE 
0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



ASHWOOD NURSERIES 

NURSERY I TEA ROOM I GIFT SHOP I GARDEN CENTRE 



ASHWOODNURSERIES.COM 

Ashwood Lower Lane, Kingswinford, DY6 OAE | 01384 401996 1 

Opening Hours: Mon to Sat 8.30am - 5:30pm, Sundays 9am - 5:30pm 
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Man failed after housing 
officer finds drugs haul 


A HOUSING officer stumbled on a £14,000 drugs haul after a 
neighbour of the culprit told him the occupant of the proper¬ 
ty had not been seen for some time, a judge heard. 

When the official got no answer to his knock at the door he let him¬ 
self in with a pass key to check all was well, Wolverhampton Crown 
Court was told. He did not find Marcus Jones but found two mobile 
phones, a bag of cannabis valued at £270 and another substance in 

several plastic bags. 

This turned out to be enough her¬ 
oin to supply £13,700 worth of street 
deals, said Miss Aimee Parkes, prose¬ 
cuting. 

Police found £295 when they 
searched the address and later discov¬ 
ered a series of text messages relating 
to drug deals on the mobile phones 
that were forensically checked follow¬ 
ing the discovery in December 2015, 
said the prosecutor. 

Jones, from Hawthorne Road, Stow 
Heath, admitted selling cannabis to 
a small circle of friends who already 
used the drug and spent the cash feed¬ 
ing his drug habit. 

The prosecution also accepted that 
the 23-year-old had been looking after 
the heroin for his dealer who paid him 
in cannabis, the court heard. 

Mr Michael Anning, defending, said: 
“He was living in a hostel at the time 
and his only income was from benefits. 
The only way he could feed his canna¬ 
bis habit was to sell the drug to friends 
who were already using it. 

“He was then taken advantage of by 
his dealer who got him to act as a cus¬ 
todian of the heroin. He is now recon¬ 
ciled with his mother and has put his 
life back together.” 

Jones admitted possession of heroin 
and cannabis with intent to supply and 
was jailed for two and a half years. 


Public sector 
pay limit 
'won't change' 

DOWNING Street has insisted there 
is no change in policy on the public 
sector pay cap, after a minister told 
the Commons there was an “active 
discussion” under way to ensure 
frontline workers are paid fairly. 

Policing minister Nick Hurd’s com¬ 
ments came after Foreign Secretary 
Boris Johnson called for a wage boost 
for public sector workers who have 
been subject to a one per cent cap on 
annual pay rises since 2012, following 
a two-year freeze. 

Pressure is mounting on the Prime 
Minister Theresa May and Chancellor 
Philip Hammond to relax austerity, 
with several Tory MPs calling for an 
end to the pay cap after the party lost 
its majority in the General Election 
to anti-austerity Labour, which has 
pledged to scrap the 1% ceiling. 

Mr Hurd said: “We want to make 
sure that frontline public service 
workers are paid fairly for their 
work.” 


CBeebies attraction for safari park 



Visitors to West Midland Safari Park can soon enjoy Giggly Park 


A NEW £850,000 themed play area for 
children is being created at West Mid¬ 
land Safari Park. 

The multi-sensory area at the Be- 
wdley-based attraction will be called 
Giggly Park and will be officially 
opened this summer. It will feature a 
rare creature from the Australian out¬ 
back and other special characters and 
has been created specially to appeal to 
young visitors. 

Children will be able to find CBee¬ 
bies favourite Boj and his friends, 
while exploring and taking part in 
play in the different interactive zones 
at the site, designed specifically for 
young visitors. The play area is being 
themed around the CBeebies favourite 
character and is being created next to 
the African Village at the Safari Park. 

Different 

Boj is a rare burrowing bilby from 
the Australian outback, created by 
Pesky Productions, who have been 
heavily involved in the project. 

The different zones being created 
for the play area will feature other 
characters from the show, such as 
Mia, Mr Cloppity and Denzel with var¬ 
ious activities and objects for young¬ 
sters to explore. 

Neil James, the park’s project man¬ 
ager, said, “This has been an exciting 
and challenging project to work on 
and something completely different.” 

The children’s play area will be in¬ 
cluded in the standard admission. 


Ex-nursing 
home may be 
education site 

A FORMER nursing home that sold 
for £300,000 at auction last year is to 
become a specialist education facil¬ 
ity if plans are approved by council 
chiefs. 

According to the listing on Right- 
Move, a let has been agreed at £3,600 
a month at the former Bushbury 
Court Nursing Home, on Hellier 
Road, Wolverhampton. 

Plans have also been submitted 
to City of Wolverhampton Council 
to transform the site into “an Of- 
sted-registered independent school 
facility for children who require ad¬ 
ditional support and guidance to pro¬ 
gress with their education.” 

The facility would host up to 54 
children from Key Stages two to four 
and would create 20 full-time and 15 
part-time jobs. 

Horizon Care and Education Group 
Ltd have submitted the plans to the 
council. 

The site was sold off by NHS Prop¬ 
erty Services in November last year 
after concerns were raised about the 
lack of security in the former car park, 
which councillors believed was becom¬ 
ing a site of anti-social behaviour. 

Bushbury Court was shut in Octo¬ 
ber 2015 after the Wolverhampton 
Clinical Commissioning Group said it 
had to close because of ‘some outdated 
facilities’ with regards to dementia 
care. 


Punk rock group 
heads for city 

PUNK rock group Sham 69 will play 
Wolverhampton’s Slade Rooms later 
this year. 

The band, led by singer Jimmy 
Pursey, are to appear on Friday, No¬ 
vember 24. 

Sham 69, formed in 1976, had a 
string of singles hits in the late seven¬ 
ties. These included If The Kids Are 
United, Hersham Boys and Hurry Up 
Harry. 


Girls get to grips with taking on a new direction for future careers 


Women engineers 
in the driving seat 

WHEN Elsa Reeve watches 
Formula 1 motor racing on 
television, her eyes are al¬ 
ways glued to Lewis Ham¬ 
ilton. 

And not because she admires 
his driving technique. There is 
another, more important reason 
why the 24-year-old gets excited 
when Lewis tears around the 
track in pole position. She de¬ 
signed the wing on the front of 
his car. 

“I always get excited when I see 
it on television,” she says. “The fact 
that it is the wing on the front of the 
car means that everybody can see it. 


West Bromwich’s Phoenix Collegiate Megan Handley,15, from Willenhall E-Act 
School pupils have their picture taken Academy, trying out the aircraft simulator 




Philippa Dolby, aged 17, from Walsall Academy in 
Bloxwich, seen with items made in a 3D printer 


Encourage 

Elsa, who is a design engineer for 
the Mercedes Formula 1 team, was 
one of the motivational speakers at a 
Wolverhampton University open day 
to encourage girls to consider careers 
in engineering. 

During the event to mark Interna¬ 
tional Women in Engineering day at 
the university’s Telford Innovation 
Campus, she told how entering the 
traditionally male-dominated world 
of motor racing had opened up to her 
an exciting world of opportunity she 
could only have dreamt of as a child. 

“It’s incredibly exciting, and I 
can’t imagine doing anything else,” 
she says. 

But she says her life would proba¬ 
bly have taken a very different path 
were it not for a conversation she 


overheard between a careers adviser 
and another pupil at her school. I 
went to see a careers adviser, and 
told them what I was doing. They 
said I should do science at univer¬ 
sity. 

“But then I overheard them talk¬ 
ing to the person behind me in the 
queue, he was doing exactly the 
same subjects, and they suggested 
engineering, and I thought that 
sounded interesting. 

“I think it was just because he was 
a boy; it is strange to think that still 
goes on today.” 

Engineering is certainly a career 
with opportunities. Engineering 
UK estimates that Britain needs to 
recruit an extra 20,000 engineers 
every year, yet at the moment just 
nine per cent of them are female - 


the lowest percentage rate in Eu¬ 
rope. Marketing manager David 
Witton says there are approximately 
400 engineering students at the uni¬ 
versity, with about a quarter of them 
being female. 

Elsa believes this might partly be 
due to an outdated image that some 
might have of what engineering is 
about. “A lot of young people when 
they hear about engineering, they 
think it is the man who comes to fix 
your boiler,” she says. 

“Not that there is anything wrong 
with that, but it also about people 
working in a lot of varied and excit¬ 
ing careers.” 

Arabella Bayliss, 14, from Willen¬ 
hall E-Act Academy, enjoyed trying 
to fly a plane at the event. 

She says she is not sure whether 


she wants to pursue a career in en¬ 
gineering, but says she was encour¬ 
aged by the experience. “It was much 
more interesting than I thought it 
would be,” she said. 

Her schoolmate Megan Handley, 
15, said she would definitely consider 
a career in engineering, although it 
helps that she already has plenty of 
role models in the family. 

“I like physics and maths at 
school, and my family are all into 
engineering. My dad is an electrical 
engineer and my cousins are study¬ 
ing it,” she says. 

Kirsty Hayes, 13, of the Phoenix 
Collegiate in West Bromwich said 
she too had been impressed by what 
she had seen. 

“It was really interesting for me, it 
was more interesting than I thought 


it would be,” she says. Postgraduate 
student Navya Venkateshaiah, who 
came to study at Wolverhampton 
from Bangalore in India, says she 
was very surprised by how few girls 
were opting to study the subject 
when she arrived in Britain. 

“In India, you would find that half 
of the students would be girls, so I 
was quite disappointed when I found 
I was the only one,” she says. 

“It’s not a problem, everyone got 
on really well, but it is very different 
in India.” 

Navya, who says her ambition is 
to be an astronaut with the Indian 
space agency, is showing off a robot 
called Layla which she has built as 
part of her her masters degree in me- 
chatronics. 


Centre is to 
pool skills in 
lifesaving 

ACCOMPLISHED swimmers can learn 
lifesaving skills with a nationally recog¬ 
nised training course at a Black Country 
leisure centre. 

The Royal Life Saving Society (RLSS) na¬ 
tional pool lifeguard course will take place 
at Crystal Leisure Centre in Stourbridge. 
Sessions will take place from tomorrow and 
July 8, 9, 14, 15 and 16. 

Participants will receive a course manual 
and special tuition as part of the course and 
will be expected to take an exam at the end 
on July 16. 

Those who complete the course success¬ 
fully will obtain an official lifeguard qualifi¬ 
cation and certificate. 

Participants must be over 16 years of age 
and will be expected to take a pre-arranged 
swimming test. 

For more information contact Nikki 
Tranter on 07557 856530 or to book a place 
contact Crystal Leisure Centre on 01384 
812800. 


Model way to see 
Cold war aircraft 

A MODEL aircraft rally returns to the Roy¬ 
al Air Force Museum at Cosford next week. 

The event, on July 15 and 16, is an air 
show in miniature, and is set to attract 
thousands of aviation and modelling en¬ 
thusiasts. 

It will have a Cold War flying theme 
with model aircraft including a 20ft Vulcan 
bomber taking to the skies. 

The Vulcan will be joined by fellow Cold 
War aircraft including; a Victor, Lightning, 
Canberra and Javelin, all of which can be 
viewed in full size inside the Museum’s Na¬ 
tional Cold War Exhibition. 

Advance tickets are on sale at the RAF 
Museum Cosford, at £8 per adult. Tickets 
bought on the gate cost £10 per adult and 
children under the age of 16 are free. 














































Offering a warm welcome 

Managers Paul and Carol always ensure a warm 
welcome to customers both old and new at 
Blackheath’s Shoulder of Mutton pub. 

For all the sports fans they boast three large TV 
screens featuring all sports on Sky, BT and all BOX 
OFFICE Events not to mention AT THE RACES. 

For those who like ‘doing’ rather than ‘watching’, 
there is the availability of the pool table and dart 
board. 

Loyalty 

The pub itself boasts a wide range of ciders, lagers, 
wines and spirits including four ‘Real Ales’ which they 
rotate weekly. Regulars very often enjoy ales such 
as Bathams, AJ Ales, Oakham, JHB, Stairway To 
Heaven and MA Pardoes Entire, plus many more! 

The pub also run a loyalty scheme which means 
customers can get 10p back on their card for every 
pound they spend. 

A pub spokesman added: “With a juke box and free 
WIFI to compliment the regular entertainment every 
Friday, customers cannot ask for much more from a 
local pub!” 



SHOULDER OF MUTTON 

65 Birmingham Road, Rowley Regis B65 OHS 

if- /A-. 

A 6 V& 



LIVE 

entertainment; 

EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT 

NATION 





’ 


Selection of 
Real Ales including: 

Bathams, 

Burton Bridge, 
Enville, Holdens, 
Wye Valley and 
many more! 

' SHOULDER OF MUTTON^ 

LOYALTY CARD 


fciAJfej 


JOIN OUR NEW 

LOYALTY CARD 
SCHEME 

lOp back for every 
£1.00 spent 
Ask inside for 
more details 

Terms and conditions apply. 
Card for illustration purposes only. 
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Buy and 
sell with 

ClassifiedsAds 



1. Visit our 

ClassifiedAds website 

www.classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 



3. Self Serve - 
Create your own advert 
in print and online - visit: 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 
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are on my side 



I’ve had good 
people around me. 
I’ve still got most 
of my sanity 


w 


hen Rick Astley 
walked away from 
the music business 
at the age of 27, 
he imagined that 
would be that. The 


singer had sold the best part of 40 
million records and his 1987 song 
Never Gonna Give You Up had been a 
number one hit single in 25 countries 
and won a Brit Award. 

His retirement in 1993 was meant to be for real. And 
when he re-emerged in 2007, he imagined it would be 
just for laughs and a few bob here and there. The last 
thing he expected was hitting number one on the album 
chart at the age of 50. 

And yet the singer has led a charmed life. He only 
joined his band, FBI, because the singer had left for 
a career as a hairdresser. And he only came to the 
attention of Pete Waterman because he was working as a 
recording studio tea boy, or so the story goes. 

“I don’t think anybody around me or anybody who 
knows me was expecting that, to have a number one 
album in the UK again. That was pretty freaky.” 

Rick went to number one last year and has been riding 
the crest of a wave ever since. He’s played sold out 
shows across the UK and is back to headline Saturday’s 
Cannock Chase gig for Forest Live, with special guest 
Rumer. 

He wasn’t particularly nervous about the release of 50. 
He had realistic expectations - that didn’t involve getting 
to number one. He hoped the record would be well 
promoted and that people would, a) get to hear it, and, b) 
enjoy it. 

“In a lot of ways, no, really, there wasn’t any 
pressure. I didn’t have anything to be nervous about 
— because, like I said, we didn’t really have any 
expectations. I made this record myself in my own 
studio at home. I wrote it all, produced it, played all 
the instruments. It was a labour of love. 

It’s been something I kind of wanted to 
do to mark my 50th birthday, which was 
this year, but obviously I was making the 
record last year. I didn’t anticipate anything 
fantastic happening. I just kind of thought, 

‘Well, we’ll see how we can put the record 
out and we’ll see how it goes’.” 

The most remarkable aspect of 
50 was its sheer quality. A spiritual 
record, it was deeply soulful and 
rich in sound. Rick was happy 
with that aspect of it - and 
thrilled that it earned him a 
gold disc by selling more 
than a quarter of a million 
copies. 

“I think, for me, even 
as a small kid, I sang in 
choirs — at the church 
choir, school choir. They 
weren’t gospel choirs, 
that’s for sure, but the idea of 
singing with other people. When I was 
having Never Gonna Give You Up and 
a couple of the other hits, I wouldn’t 
have thought that deeply about 
certain lyrics, I don’t think, because 
they were pop songs — It was 
like, ‘girl meets boy, boom’, you 
know. Having lived a bit longer 
now, I think certain things that 
have happened in my life have 
definitely changed the way I 
feel about things. 

“The song Angels On My 
Side is about the fact that 
I have two elder brothers 
and an older sister and 


they looked out for me a lot. My mum and 
dad got divorced - and obviously, my 
mum and dad looked after me - but I’m 
saying having older brothers and an 
older sister, that could have gone one 
of two ways. They could have neglected 
the youngest kid, and I don’t think they 
did. I think they looked after me. That’s 
happened right through my career, as 
well: I’ve had good people around me. 

I’ve still got most of my sanity. And I’ve still 
got some money, which is a freaky thing 
in this industry sometimes. When 
people have a pop career, 
they kind of get churned 
up and thrown out the 
other end, and they 
have a disastrous life 
sometimes after it. And 
I’ve had a charmed, 
amazing life.” 

Rick had a testing 
childhood because 
his mum and dad lost 
a son before he was 
born and became 
very unhappy, 
before going their 
separate ways. That 
upbringing led him 
to music because he 
found his escape by 
singing. 

“When you’re around two 
people who are very, very, very 
unhappy, i.e. your parents, it’s 
really tough - and that’s why I 
got into music, I think. I wanted 
to be at the school choir. I 
wanted to be at church, even 
though I wasn’t necessarily very 
religious. I just wanted to be 


somewhere else with people my own age and singing 
really helped me. One of the songs on the album is called 
Keep Singing, and that’s kind of, again, what that is about 
- that singing’s been good for me.” 

And yet Rick didn’t imagine that he’d be as successful 
as he’s been. He certainly didn’t anticipate becoming a 
star in the USA, where Whenever You Need Somebody 
became a double platinum album. 

“To be honest, having success in America, a couple 
number ones and a few top tens, you kind of think, 

‘It doesn’t get any bigger than that’. But then again, I 
would look at other artists around my time — if you look 
at George Michael’s career through the 80s and into 
the 90s and stuff, I mean, it’s on a different league, a 
different level. Another British guy, obviously. So I think, 
to be fair, it was four or five years of being really famous. 
And I wouldn’t swap it for anything: It was an amazing 
experience, you know, because I made quite a lot of 
money. And I’m one of those people who actually wants 
to say that, because the way I look at the money side of 
it is that it bought me freedom. I’ve been free to do a lot 
of other things that I wanted to do. Nothing maybe too 
extravagant, but just freedom.” 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 


Rick headlines the Forest Live gig 
on Cannock Chase on Saturday 
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Oh Romeo, bar-crossed 
lovers meet in a night club 


Medieval Italy is swapped for a modern 
night club in Watermill Theatre’s vibrant 
new production of Romeo And Juliet, part 
of the touring theatre company’s short 
Shakespeare season at Wolverhampton 
Grand Theatre. 

Music by rock band The Vaccines, folk-rock 
stars Mumford and Sons and singer-songwriter 
Hozier feature in Paul Hart’s explosive production 
of Shakespeare’s tale of all-consuming young love 
compromised by family loyalty. 

Romeo And Juliet is given a contemporary feel by 
a cast of actor-musicians in a production that also 
features original music by Johnny Flynn, from TV’s 


Brotherhood and Lovesick. It is being performed at 
2.30pm and again at 7.30 on Wednesday, July 12. 

Then, on Thursday and Friday evening, July 13 and 
14, Watermill will stage a 1920s-set version of Twelfth 
Night featuring jazz music by Duke Ellington, Django 
Reinhardt and Louis Armstrong. 

Director Paul Hart said: “A jazz club seems the 
perfect setting for Twelfth Night given the play’s 
obsession with music, love and excess. 

“Featuring live music performed by our multi¬ 
talented company, the soundtrack will be 1920s 
influenced with a modern twist.” 

Tickets start from £12.50 (plus £3 booking fee), see 
grandtheatre.co.uk or call 01902 429212. 


Grand concert to 
celebrate hospice 

A uniaue concert featurina Composer and concert pianist Denis* 


A unique concert featuring 
local, national and 
international talent will be 
held in Wolverhampton to 
mark 35 years of Compton 
Hospice. 

Ethos - The Best of Times, 
produced and directed for Compton 
Hospice by Jeremy Hobbs, will be 
an emotional blend of music, song 
and dance highlighting the work of 
the city’s hospice. It is being held at 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre next 
Saturday, July 15, and the evening 
will culminate with the 100 Voices of 
the Celebration Choir, celebrating 
the joy of life. 


Composer and concert pianist 
Luke Faulkner, pictured, with Aimee 
Fisher and Lauren Soley from the 
London cast of Les Miserables will 
be performing I Dreamed A Dream 
and On My Own. Tony O’Rourke, 
who will be remembered for his 
stunning performances at the 
Grand Theatre in La Cage Aux 
Folles, will be reprising his show¬ 
stopping version of I Am What I 
Am and Alison Room will tug at 
the heart strings with Time Heals 
Everything from Mack And Mabel. 

Colette Forsyth, Holly-Ann White 
and dancers from Wolverhampton 
Musical Comedy Company 
(Muscom) will be joined by the 



Denise _ 

Robinson 

School of Dance and exciting 
young singer Annabel Rockett, 
national finalist in Rotary 
International Young Musician 
of the Year. Violinist Karolina 
Tomaszewicz will perform the 
haunting Schindler’s List. 

Members of the Compton 
Hospice Choir will be performing 
together with the ‘Pure Imagination’ 
of Nick Sullivan and the children of 
Newbridge Preparatory School. 

Tickets from the box office 
in Lichfield Street, online at 
grandtheatre.co.uk or call 01902 
429212. 


Mod dream double 
bill at the Robin 2 

It’s the kind of dream gig tl 
can only happen in the 
alternative universe of the 
tribute band, a double 
header of top Mod 
groups, The Who and 
the Small Faces. 

Who’s Who will play on 
the same bill as the Small 
Fakers at Bilston’s Robin 
2 venue next Saturday, Jul 
15. Other highlights at the Robin 
include acclaimed duo Ezio on July 12 and a 25th 
anniversary of the opening of the original Robin 
venue with Soul Survivors featuring Mel Day, 
pictured, on July 14 at the 1992 door price £6. 


Young dance talent 
in action at testival 

U.Dance 2017, the UK’s annual youth dance festival, 
is at Birmingham Hippodrome from July 14 to 16. 

On the Friday West Midlands-based Motionhouse 
share the stage with the National Youth Dance 
Company and groups from London, Edinburgh, 
Hampshire, Northampton and Brighton. Saturday 
sees the National Youth Dance Company of Scotland 
in action with groups including Birmingham’s 
DanceXchange and Kidderminster’s Ignite. Sunday’s 
line-up includes Birmingham’s ACE Youth and 
National Youth Dance Wales. Daily tickets are £10/£8. 
In the Hippodrome, The Patrick Centre hosts 
Navadal (New Shoots), Akademi’s South Asian 
youth dance contest on Saturday, July 15. Tickets 
£5. See birminghamhippodrome.com website and 
onedanceuk.org for U.Dance. 





£ 


SWn beach 


) COsOKIse? (ftafe QDsz^DDgjasDat 


_ 


Also on Park is a-Boat|G5fiK*®wh-BGach 


Make Magical Memories 
aboard our Special Train 


THE LAKELAND EXPLORER 
- SATURDAY 22ND JULY 


A grand day out to Cumbria! 
With a choice of destinations: 

© Visit Carlisle UNESCO 
world heritage centre. 

© Lake Windermere cruise & 
Lakeside Railway. 

© Kirkstone Pass & Ullswater Cruise. 
© Direst Rail Services Kingmoor 
Depot Open Day. 

■Supplementary Fare Payable 

PICK UP STATIONS: 
Droitwich Spa, Kidderminster 
and Stourbridge Junction 

Standard Class Tables for 4 aligned with 
picture windows 

£85 Adult / £43 Junior 

First Class Comfy Seats at Tables 
for 2* or 4 aligned with 
picture windows 

£129 Adult/£89 Junior 


First Class Plus As First Class but with 
light refreshments 
during the day 

£145 Adult / £105 Junior 

Premier Dining As First Class but with 

silver service full dining & 
1/4 bottle of wine 

£229 Adult / £189 Junior 

~ Special Offer ~ 

£20 DISCOUNT 

for parties of booked at the 
same time on all excursions 

* Tables for 2 - supplement of £28 pp 

BOOK NOW TO AVOID 
DISAPPOINTMENT 

Call 01453 834477 / 835414 
www.pathfindertours.co.uk 


PATHFINDER TOURS 


We are proud to have been 
arranging train excursions since 1973 

-All bookings subject to terms and conditions- 
-Licensed buffet open all day- 
-Booking Office open Mon to Fri 9:15 - 16:45- 

Stag House, Giddynap Lane, Inchbrook, Stroud, GL5 5EZ 
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CHOICE 



Museum of the Year 
(BBC2,9.30pm) 

Tristram Hunt, the newly 
appointed director of the 
Victoria and Albert Museum in 
London, presents coverage of 
Art Fund's 2017 Museum of the 
Year ceremony. This year, the 
finalists are London's Tate 
Modern and John Soane 
Museum, the Newmarket 
Heritage Centre for Horseracing 
and Sporting Art, Birmingham's 
Lapworth Museum of Geology, 
and the Hepworth art gallery in 
Wakefield. In 2016, the V&A 
claimed the coveted award, and 
here, Tristram seeks tips and 
advice on maintaining its lofty 
reputation from those 
responsible for running the 
museums up for recognition 
this year. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 

Live. 11.30 Mary Berry Cooks. (R) 12.00 

BBC News; Weather. 12.15 Wimbledon 

2017. Coverage from the All England 

Club. 

6.25 BBC News. 

6.35 Regional Programme. 

6.45 Pointless Celebrities. Ed Baines, 
Paul Rankin, Tony Singh, Cyrus 
Todiwala, Jean-Christophe Novelli, 
Jo Pratt, Richard Burr and Frances 
Quinn compete in a “food and 
drink” themed edition of the quiz. 

(R) 

7.30 Pitch Battle. The choral music 
contest reaches its fourth heat, as 
another six diverse groups seek to 
demonstrate their vocal skills. This 
time, the ensembles are young 
chamber choir Tring Park 16, West 
Midlands-based musical theatre 
enthusiasts Crescendo, Oxford 
University a capella group Oxford 
Alternotives, classical quintet Vox- 
Xover, all-girl pop ensemble 
Vocalities, and Dublin barbershop 
choir The Ramparts. Each group is 
given a chance to display their 
speciality with a “showstopper” 
performance, before battling it out 
with their rivals in a themed “riff- 
off”. 

9.00 Casualty. Ethan discovers Scott’s 
brother Mickey is in a secret 
relationship with Jez, and he seeks 
to befriend the lad and turn him 
against his sibling. However, when 
Mickey proves to be too terrified to 
help, Ethan turns to blackmail 
instead, earning disapproval from 
both Jez and Alicia. Meanwhile, 
Connie pulls rank on Sam when he 
asks for time off to take G race to a 
physiotherapy session, and later, 
Sam spots a chance to undermine 
Connie while treating a bride who 
mysteriously collapsed at the altar. 

9.50 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.10 Film: Little Fockers. (2010) A 
father of twins invites his family to 
his kids’ birthday party and tries to 
finally prove his worth to his 
father-in-law. Comedy sequel, with 
Ben Stiller and Robert De Niro. 

11.45 Film: Tropic Thunder. (2008) The 
cast of a Vietnam War movie 
unknowingly wanders into the 
middle of a real-life conflict. 
Comedy, directed by and starring 
Ben Stiller, with Jack Black. 

1.30 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.35 

BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.00 Film: Lucky Partners. (1940) 7.35 
John Mills: Talking Pictures. (R) 8.15 
Film: Scott of the Antarctic. (1948) 

10.00 Athletics: Diamond League 
Highlights. 11.00 Wimbledon 2017. 

12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 Film: 
Father of the Bride. (1950) Comedy, 
starring Spencer Tracy and Elizabeth 
Taylor. 2.30 Wimbledon 2017. Sue 
Barker presents further live coverage on 
day six of the third Grand Slam 
tournament of the year at the All England 
Club, featuring the third-round matches 
in the singles draws. 

8.30 Today at Wimbledon. Clare 
Balding introduces highlights of 
the sixth day’s play at the All 
England Club, where the men’s 
and ladies’ third-round singles 
matches were due to reach a 
conclusion. The middle Saturday 
is always a special occasion at 
SW19 and the crowd on Centre 
Court last year were treated to the 
sight of Milos Raonic and Andy 
Murray progressing to the fourth 
round with respective victories 
over Jack Sock and John Millman, 
while Novak Djokovic was dumped 
out of the tournament on Court 
One against Sam Querrey. 

9.30 Museum of the Year. Tristram 
Hunt presents coverage of Art 
Fund's 2017 Museum of the Year 
ceremony, and meets some of the 
people responsible for running the 
museums up for recognition this 
year. 

10.00 Mock the Week. Topical comedy 
quiz show, hosted by Dara 0 
Briain. (R) 

10.30 Ql XL. Bill Bailey, Jo Brand and 
Greg Davies join regular panellist 
Alan Davies and host Stephen Fry 
to meander through miscellaneous 
marriage and mating matters. 

11.15 Film: 2001: A Space Odyssey. 
(1968) Scientists detect a 
mysterious black monolith on the 
moon is transmitting a signal to 
Jupiter. A spacecraft is sent on a 
mission to investigate the origins 
of the strange object, but as they 
near their destination, the 
astronauts realise the computer 
controlling the ship is turning 
against them. Stanley Kubrick's 
sci-fi epic, with Keir Dullea. 

1.30 Film: West. (2014) An East German 
mother emigrating to West Germany is 
interrogated about her dead boyfriend, 
who is suspected of being a spy. Drama, 
with Jordis Triebel and Tristan Gobel. 
3.05 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Sooty. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Super 4. (R) 7.20 
Marvel Avengers Assemble. (R) 7.45 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.10 Ben 10. 

8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 The 
Home Game. (R) 10.20 Film: Harry 
Potter and the Chamber of Secrets. 
(2002) 1.20 ITV News; Weather. 1.30 
ITV Racing: Live from Sandown. 
Coverage of today’s races from Sandown 
Park and Haydock Park. 4.00 The Chase. 
(R) 5.00 Paul O’Grady: For the Love of 
Dogs. (R) 5.30 Little Big Shots US. 

6.25 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.35 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 Catchphrase. Stephen Mulhern 
hosts the game show, asking three 
contestants to “see it and say it” as 
they try to guess the familiar 
phrases hidden in animated clues. 

7.30 The Voice Kids. The Blind 

Auditions are now over, meaning it 
is time for coaches Will.i.am, 
Danny Jones and Pixie Lott to 
begin the difficult process of 
whittling down the number of 
would be pop icons in their 
respective teams. Emma Willis 
presents as the battle phase gets 
underway. This time, the 
youngsters are arranged into 
groups of three to face another 
daunting turn on the stage. Only 
one singer from each trio can 
make it through to the semi-final, 
and remain in the running to claim 
the £30,000 contribution to their 
musical education - and the family 
holiday to Disneyland Paris. 

9.00 Film: Skyfall. (2012) James Bond 
pursues a mysterious criminal 
mastermind who has orchestrated 
a terrorist attack on MI6 
headquarters and exposed 
the identities of undercover 
agents around the world. The trail 
leads to a rogue former operative 
who has a personal vendetta 
against the intelligence 
organisation’s leader. Action 
thriller, starring Daniel Craig, 

Javier Bardem, Judi Dench, Ralph 
Fiennes and Naomi Harris. 

10.05 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20Film: Skyfall. (2012) Continued. 
12.05 The Chase. (R) 1.00 Jackpot247. 
3.00 Who’s Doing the Dishes? (R) 3.50 
ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 Motor Sport: Caterham. 6.40 3rd 
Rock from the Sun. (R) 7.05 3rd Rock 
from the Sun. (R) 7.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 8.50 
Frasier. (R) 9.20 The Big Bang Theory. 

(R) 9.50 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.20 
the Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.50 The 
Simpsons. (R) 11.20 The Simpsons. (R) 
11.50 The Simpsons. (R) 12.20 
Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. (R) 

1.20 Four in a Bed. (R) 1.50 Four in a 
Bed. (R) 2.25 Four in a Bed. (R) 2.55 
Four in a Bed. (R) 3.30 Four in a Bed. (R) 
4.00 A Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 
5.00 Channel 4 News. 5.30 Formula 1 
Austrian Grand Prix Qualifying 
Highlights. 

7.00 Film: Rise of the Planet of the 
Apes. (2011) A scientist carries 
out genetic experiments on apes, 
hoping to find a cure for 
Alzheimer’s disease. A chimpanzee 
used in the tests develops superior 
intelligence and becomes outraged 
at the human race’s cruel 
treatment of his kind, forming his 
fellow primates into an army to 
overthrow mankind. Sci-fi thriller, 
starring James Franco, Freida 
Pinto and Andy Serkis. 

9.00 Film: Bridesmaids. (2011) A 
disorganised woman is asked to 
be maid of honour at her best 
friend’s wedding. Taking charge of 
the prenuptial bridal celebrations, 
she resolves to give her pal and 
accompanying bridesmaids the 
time of their lives, but as her 
efforts slide into chaos she finds 
the wife of the groom’s boss is 
keen to usurp her position. 
Comedy, with Kristen Wiig, Rose 
Byrne and Melissa McCarthy. 

11.20 Film: Red Eye. (2005) A hotelier 
on a flight to Miami realises a 
passenger she has befriended is 
intent on involving her in a political 
assassination. Thriller, with Rachel 
McAdams and Cillian Murphy. 

12.55 Ramsay’s Hotel Hell. A family-built 
inn with huge debts in Oregon. (R) 1.45 
Hollyoaks. Omnibus. Milo helps Cindy to 
fake a robbery at The Emporium for the 
sympathy vote in the election, while 
Jesse takes Grace for a viewing at a 
potential new club. 3.50 Ackley Bridge. 
Kaneez is furious to discover that Nas is 
considering the arranged marriage, but 
the pressure of her web of lies leads Nas 
to break down to her mum and confess 
that she is gay. (R) 4.45 Shipping Wars 
UK. The race for Transporter of the Week 
reaches its climax. (R) 5.15 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.10 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.45 Cats Make You 
Laugh Out Loud 2. (R) 11.05 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.05 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.00 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 2.00 The Nightmare 
Neighbour Next Door. (R) 3.00 The 
Nightmare Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

4.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 
5.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 
6.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

The agents chase almost £3,000 
owed by Indian takeaway owners, 
but when the staff deny any 
knowledge of the debt, the agents 
threaten to seize kitchen 
equipment. In east London they 
face a race against time to recover 
more than £8,000 from an 
electrical services company, and in 
Cheshire the enforcement agents 
chase nearly £4,000 of debt owed 
by a mobile phone shop. (R) 

6.55 5 News Weekend. 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v South 
Africa. Highlights of the third day’s 
play in the First Test of the four- 
match series, which took place at 
Lord’s. With commentary by 
Graeme Smith, Geoffrey Boycott, 
Simon Hughes, Michael Vaughan 
and Mark Nicholas. 

8.00 Blind Date. Paul O’Grady gives 
more lovelorn singletons a chance 
at romance. Manchester-based 
recruitment consultant Antoni 
must choose which of three self- 
assured ladies he would like to 
date, while Alice, a Celine Dion 
super-fan hopes her musical 
obsession will not stop her finding 
a girlfriend on her wavelength. 

9.00 Big Brother. Daily round-up of 
highlights, revealing how the 
housemates are getting on under 
the all-seeing eye of Big Brother. 
Featuring games, arguments, 
laughs, diary room visits and 
bedroom chit-chat, as well as 
reactions to the latest eviction. 
Narrated by Marcus Bentley. 

10.00 Live Boxing: Josh Taylor vs Ohara 
Davies. Coverage of the bout for 
the Commonwealth Super 
Lightweight title, which takes place 
at Braehead Arena in Glasgow. 
12.00 SuperCasino. Live interactive 
gaming. 3.10 Film: The Darkest Hour. 
(2011) Sci-fi horror, starring Emile 
Hirsch. 4.40 Access. 4.50 Great Artists. 
Sculptor, architect and painter 
Michelangelo. (R) 5.15 Wildlife SOS. (R) 
5.40 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.50 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Britain and the Sea 8.00 Nature’s 
Great Events 9.00 Film: Mea Culpa 
(2014) 10.25 Titanic’s Tragic Twin: The 
Britannic Disaster 11.25 Top of the Pops: 

1984 12.35 Synth Britannia at the BBC 

1.35 Synth Britannia 3.05 Close 
ITV2 

12.10 Take Me Out 1.20 Catchphrase 
2.05 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 2.35 
Film: A Cinderella Story (2004) 3.35 FYI 
Daily 3.40 Film: A Cinderella Story 

a 4.30 Film: Charlie and the 

late Factory (2005) 5.35 FYI Daily 
5.40 Film: Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory (2005) 6.45 Film: Step Up 3 
(2010) 7.50 FYI Daily 7.55 Film: Step Up 
3 (2010) 9.00 Love Island: The Weekly 
Hot List 10.00 Celebrity Juice 10.50 
Family Guy 12.20 American Dad! 1.15 
Film: Bring It On (2000) 2.15 FYI Daily 
2.20 Film: Bring It On (2000)2.55 
Teleshopping 
ITV3 

11.00 Film: The Mirror Crack’d (1980) 
12.05 Bertie and Elizabeth 2.05 Hans 
Christian Andersen: My Life as a Fairy 
Tale 4.00 Wycliffe 5.05 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 9.00 Foyle’s War 11.00 Law & 
Order: UK 2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.00 Tour de France Live. Coverage of 
stage eight. 4.30 Pawn Stars 5.00 Better 
Late Than Never 5.55 Monster Carp 7.00 
Tour de France Highlights 8.00 The 
Chase: Celebrity Special 9.05 Film: 
Renegades (1989) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 
Film: Renegades (1989) 11.15 Film: 
Awake (2007) 12.20 FYI Daily 12.25 
Film: Awake (2007) 12.55 Tour de France 
Highlights 2.00 The Hand of God: 30 
Years On 2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 
E4 

12.00 The Goldbergs 3.00 Film: Ferris 
Bueller’s Day Off (1986) 5.00 The Big 
Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Die Hard 2 
(1990) 11.25 Gogglebox 1.35 The 
Inbetweeners 2.35 Tattoo Fixers 3.30 
Rude Tube 4.25 How I Met Your Mother 
Film4 

11.00 Step Up 4: Miami Heat (2012) 1.00 
Moomins on the Riviera (2014) 2.35 
Letters to Juliet (2010) 4.40 Men in Black 
(1997) 6.35 The Best Exotic Marigold 
Hotel (2011) Comedy drama, starring 
Judi Dench and Bill Nighy. 9.00 The 
Hunger Games: Mockingjay - Part 1 
(2014) Sci-fi adventure sequel, starring 
Jennifer Lawrence. 11.20 Solomon Kane 
(2010) 1.25 1 Love You Phillip Morris 
(2009) 3.35 Close 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


FANTASTIC CARVERY 7 DAYS A WEEK 



T hey always say never judge 
a book by its cover so we 
decided to check out The 
Park Lane Tavern in Colley 
Gate, and I have to say what 
was on offer in there was a 
total surprise. 


It serves a carvery option 7 days a week 
from midday which consists of a choice of 
4 meats, turkey, beef, pork and gammon 
and accompanied by stuffing, Yorkshire 
puddings and up to 12 vegetables, topped 
off with what they call their “secret recipe 
gravy” known also as what mother used to 
make! All this for just £4.99 for a lunchtime 
meal or £5.99 evenings and Saturdays and 
£7.99 for Sunday lunch represents extremely 
good value by today’s standards. 


They also don’t forget their mini diners with 
‘Kids Eat Free’ Monday to Saturday between 
3pm and 6pm and during school holidays it’s 
All Day Monday to Saturday. 

But it doesn’t stop their they also have 
a full main menu consisting of the classic 
pub favourites such as steaks, mixed grills, 
burgers and fish and chips, where the fish 
would not be out of place in any issue of 
‘Moby Dick’. To finish is there very tempting 
dessert menu, that’s if you have room after 
the size of meals you get at The Park Lane 
Tavern. 

Then if that’s not enough choice for you 
you can also choose for the breakfast which 
is served Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
08.30am until 11.00am. Their breakfast is 
a buffet style ‘All you can eat’ with enough 
choice to satisfy any diner from eggs 2 ways, 
bacon, sausage, mushrooms, baked beans, 
hash browns, black pudding, grilled fresh 
tomatoes, toast & fried bread. There’s even 



jam for your toast if you still not full after 
all that. 

Half Price Monday 

They also host special evenings like their 
‘Half Price Monday’ which has proven 
to be very popular, and why not, already 
reasonably priced selected main meals off 
their main menu (which includes steaks) at 
half price served between 5pm and 8pm 
every Monday. Also their psychic evenings 
where for £15 you get a reading from a 
medium and a carvery, for those believers 
amongst you that must be a bargain. 


You get a very friendly feeling when you 
enter The Park Lane Tavern and that’s mostly 
down to the staff. Happy to see you and 
always keen to help. They have a lot of 
regular customers and it’s been known for a 
customer’s drink to be poured and waiting for 
them before they reach the bar, you don’t see 
that at many places nowadays. 

There are no airs or graces at The Park 
Lane Tavern, you get delicious food at great 
prices served by happy staff in a comfortable 
environment. No wonder this place has 
people returning time after time. 
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Poldark 


(BBC1, 9pm) 

The French Royalists plan an 
invasion, which Caroline hopes 
will lead to Dwight's release. 
However, Ross is convinced this 
will only make matters worse, 
and recruits a band of allies, 
includingTholly, Zacky, Drake 
and Henshawe, to help him free 
Dwight from prison. George 
schemes to further his political 
ambitions, and when he learns 
of Ross' plan, he uses it as a 
means to discredit his rival, 
accusing him of recklessness - 
a charge that may prove true 
when the rescue mission proves 
to have fatal consequences. 
Aidan Turner, Eleanor 
Tomlinson, Caroline Blakiston, 
Ossie Whitworth, Ellise 
Chappell, Beatie Edneyand 
Jack Farthing star. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Man- 
Show. 10.00 Sunday Morning Live. 
11.00 Regional Programme. 12.15 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Athletics: London 
Anniversary Games. Gabby Logan 
presents continued coverage from The 
Olympic Stadium in London. 4.30 
Escape to the Country. (R) 5.10 Songs of 
Praise. 5.45 Howto Holiday Better. New 
series. Cherry Healey and Ade Adepitan 
find the perfect holiday for members of 
the public. 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. Anita Rani visits a 
groundbreaking project in 
Northamptonshire to incorporate 
wildlife conservation into a retail 
park. John Craven visits a micro¬ 
tannery and goes in search of an 
elusive butterfly, Adam Henson 
finds out about an insect farm in 
Cumbria, and Tom Heap reports 
on homelessness in rural areas. 
8.00 Fake or Fortune? Fiona Bruce and 
art expert Philip Mould visit a B&B 
in Aberdeenshire to pick up where 
the owner’s late husband left off in 
proving that a painting is the work 
of 19th-century French artist Paul 
Delaroche. A visit to the British 
museum raises evidence that this 
could be a lost treasure once 
belonging to France’s last king and 
queen, and they head for 
Normandy to inspect a stained 
glass window in the image of a 
lost Delaroche painting - but they 
also begin to suspect it is a copy, 
rather than the original. (R) 

9.00 Poldark. Ross assembles a band 
of allies to free Dwight from 
prison. However, the rescue 
mission proves to have fatal 
consequences. George schemes 
to further his political ambitions. 
10.00 BBC News. 


10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30Sue Barker: Our Wimbledon. The 

presenter travels the globe 
meeting Wimbledon greats such 
as Andy Murray, Roger Federer, 
Pete Sampras, Billie Jean King and 
Martina Navratilova. (R) 

11.45 The Week the Landlords Moved 
In. A transformative series 
challenging some of Britain’s most 
successful landlords to spend an 
eye-opening week living in one of 
their own rental properties. (R) 

12.45 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.50 BBC News. 



bbc2 Bitv ||channel4 Bchannels ||digital 


6.00 Secrets of the Mona Lisa. (R) 7.00 
A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 7.45 The 
Instant Gardener. (R) 8.30 Countryfile. 
(R) 9.30 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 
11.00 Nigel Slater: Eating Together. (R) 

11.30 Hairy Bikers’ Best of British. (R) 

12.15 Athletics: London Anniversary 
Games. Gabby Logan presents coverage 
from The Olympic Stadium in London. 

1.15 Film: The Great Caruso. (1951) 
Musical biopic of opera singer Enrico 
Caruso, starring Mario Lanza. 3.00 Killer 
Whales: Beneath the Surface - Natural 
World. (R) 3.45 Money for Nothing. (R) 

4.30 Rowing World Cup. 5.30 Flog It! 

(R) 

6.00 The Fifteen Billion Pound 

Railway: The Final Countdown. 

Part two of two. Engineers must 
construct and fit out a new station 
at Paddington, while a father and 
son team in Derby race to 
construct 66 trains for the 
Crossrail project. (R) 

7.00 Dragons’Den. Entrepreneurs 
pitch their money-making ideas to 
a panel of self-made millionaires. 
Presented by Evan Davis. (R) 

8.00 The Life Swap Adventure. A 
Norwegian farmer who is tiring of 
his demanding life swaps places 
with a taxi driver from Devon who 
wants to run a farm, but fears the 
financial instability. Last in the 
series. 

9.00 Film: Foxcatcher. (2014) 

Premiere. A reclusive, eccentric 
millionaire persuades an Olympic 
gold-medal-winning wrestler to 
join his personal team. Initially 
flattered by the attention lavished 
upon him by his wealthy new 
friend, the fighter flourishes - but 
tension soon grows between them 
when his brother is employed as a 
coach, a situation that leads to 
tragedy. Fact-based drama, 
starring Steve Carell, Channing 
Tatum and Mark Ruffalo. 

11.05 White Gold. In a bid to get back 
everything he has lost, his 
marriage, his livelihood and self- 
worth, Vincent concocts a 
spectacular plot to return to his 
rightful place. Last in the series. 
(R) 

11.35 Film: The Goob. (2014) Premiere. 
A teenager develops a tense 
relationship with his mother’s new 
boyfriend and becomes attracted 
to a worker in a pumpkin field. 
Drama, with Liam Walpole. 

1.00 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 2.00 
Holby City. (R) 3.00 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Sooty. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Super4. (R) 7.20 
Marvel Avengers Assemble. (R) 7.45 
ThunderbirdsAreGo. (R) 8.10 Ben 10. 
8.25 1 TV News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 
Wild Animal Reunions. (R) 10.15 Judge 
Rinder. (R) 11.15 Love Your Garden. (R) 

12.15 ITV News. 12.25 Babushka. (R) 

1.30 The Voice Kids. (R) 3.00 Bear Grylls 
Survival School. (R) 3.30 Film: 
Moonraker. (1979) James Bond spy 
adventure, starring Roger Moore. 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 The Celebrity Chase. Bradley 
Walsh presents as celebrity 
contestants Todd Carty, Jo Pavey, 
Saira Khan and Dominic Holland 
pit their wits against ruthless quiz 
genius the Chaser in the hope of 
winning a potential prize pot worth 
thousands of pounds. They must 
work as a team and play 
strategically to answer general 
knowledge questions against the 
clock and race down the game 
board to the exit without being 
caught. 

7.30 The Voice Kids. Emma Willis 
presents the junior version of the 
singing talent contest, as the battle 
phase continues. Coaches 
Will.i.am, Danny Jones and Pixie 
Lott must decide which 
performers out of the remaining 
trios will be chosen to go through 
to the semi-final. 

9.00 The Loch. Annie finds murder 
weapons used by the killer and 
tracks the culprit down, leading to 
a dangerous confrontation in the 
dark corridors of the local hydro¬ 
electric dam. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Lethal Weapon. Riggs makes a 
shocking discovery about 
Miranda’s death, which leads him 
back to the cartel in a frantic 
search for answers. Clayne 
Crawford and Kevin Rahm star. (R) 
11.20Take Me Out. Men try to impress 
30 single women and win a date - 
but must get the female 
participants to keep their lights on 
as a sign of approval. (R) 

12.25 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 

3.50 British Superbike Championship 
Highlights. 4.40 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.10 The King of Queens. (R) 6.35 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.30 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.55 Frasier. (R) 
8.25 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Eat the Week. 

I. 30 The Simpsons. (R) 2.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.25 George Clarke’s 
Amazing Spaces. (R) 3.10 A Place in 
the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 4.10 Homes by 
the Sea. 5.15 Channel 4 News. 5.45 
Formula 1 Austrian Grand Prix 
Highlights. 

8.00 Secrets of China’s Forbidden 
City. Documentary exploring the 
Beijing palace that housed Chinese 
emperors for 600 years. The 
programme reveals the current 
conservation work being carried 
out and uncovers new details 
about past rulers, including trade 
with Europe and how a marble 
staircase was transported along an 
ice road. A scale model is used to 
demonstrate how the structure 
was built to withstand 
earthquakes. 

9.00 The Handmaid’s Tale. Offred 
remembers her family’s escape 
attempt, leading to a shocking 
revelation about her life before the 
Gilead regime that gives her a new 
perspective on her current 
situation. 

10.00 Epidemic: When Britain Fought 
Aids. The impact of the disease on 
British society, featuring personal 
stories from activists, doctors, and 
those whose lives were affected, 
including Paul O’Grady and Jean 
Paul Gaultier. 

10.558 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Jimmy Carr hosts, with Sean Lock 
and Stephen Mangan taking on 
guest captain Richard Ayoade and 
Katherine Ryan, and Bill Bailey in 
Dictionary Corner. (R) 

II. 55 Film: This Means War. (2012) 

Two secret agents fall in love with 
the same woman and use their 
talents to sabotage each other’s 
chances of romance. Comedy, 
with Reese Witherspoon, Chris 
Pine and Tom Hardy. 

1.45 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
A failing New York restaurant. (R) 2.35 
The Last Leg. A comic review of the past 
seven days. (R) 3.30 KOTV Boxing 
Weekly. 3.55 Gillette World Sport. 4.25 
Shipping Wars UK. Stu and Jemma 
transport a sailing boat from Cornwall to 
North Yorkshire. (R) 5.05 Location, 
Location, Location. Helping prospective 
buyers in Oxfordshire. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Milkshake! Monkey. 
6.05 Milkshake! Bop Box. (R) 6.10 Mr 
Men. (R) 6.20 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.25 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 6.30 Wissper. (R) 6.40 Paw 
Patrol. (R) 6.50 Bob the Builder. (R) 7.00 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.15 Oily the Little 
White Van. (R) 7.20 Oily the Little White 
Van. (R) 7.25 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.40 Blaze 
and the Monster Machines. 8.00 Noddy: 
Toyland Detective. (R) 8.20 Wissper. (R) 

8.30 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 

8.45 Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.10 Little 
Princess. (R) 9.20 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.30 
Peppa Pig. (R) 9.40 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.50 
Ben and Holly s Little Kingdom. (R) 

10.00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 

10.35 Access. (R) 10.40 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 11.40 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.40 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.35 Film: The 
Flintstones. (1994) 3.15 Inside Windsor 
Castle. (R) 4.15 Inside Windsor Castle. 
(R) 5.15 Inside Windsor Castle. (R) 

6.10 Inside Windsor Castle. A look at 
20 years in the life of the Queen 
and her family, covering the era 
from 1972, when she celebrated 
her 25th wedding anniversary, to 
1992. Last in the series. (R) 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v South 
Africa. Highlights of the fourth 
day’s play in the First Test of the 
four-match series, which took 
place at Lord’s. 

7.55 5 News Weekend. 

8.00 That’s So 1990. Memories of the 
year Italy hosted the World Cup, 
prime minister Mrs Thatcher 
handed over the reins to John 
Major and fears of the spread of 
BSE - so-called mad cow disease 
-grew. (R) 

9.00 Big Brother. Daily round-up of 
highlights, featuring the latest 
tasks, games, arguments, laughs, 
diary room visits and bedroom 
chit-chat. 

10.05 OMG: Make Me a Famous Face. 

People undergoing cosmetic 
surgery to look like celebrities, 
including Katie Price, Kim 
Kardashian and Zayn Malik. Plus, a 
man who wants to look like a Ken 
doll. 

11.05 Film: The Bounty Hunter. (2010) 

A bail enforcement agent is 
assigned to track down his own 
ex-wife, a reporter who is 
investigating a murder cover-up. 
Action comedy, starring Gerard 
Butler and Jennifer Aniston. 

1.10 SuperCasino. 3.10 The Hotel 
Inspector. (R) 4.00 Britain’s Greatest 
Bridges. (R) 4.50 Great Artists. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Royal Ballet: Woolf Works 9.00 
Horizon: Space Volcanoes 10.00 The Sky 
at Night 10.30 Destination Titan 11.30 
The Search for Life: The Drake Equation 

12.30 Nature’s Great Events 1.30 The 
Royal Ballet: Woolf Works 3.30 Close 
ITV2 

11.50 The Voice Kids 1.20 Ninja Warrior 
UK 2.20 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 2.55 
Film: The Smurfs (2011) 3.55 FYI Daily 
4.00 Film:The Smurfs (2011) 5.00 Film: 
St Trinian’s 2: The Legend of Fritton’s 
Gold (2009) 6.00 FYI Daily 6.05 Film: St 
Trinian’s 2: The Legend of Fritton’s Gold 
(2009) 7.10 Film: Gravity (2013) 8.15 
FYI Daily 8.20 Film: Gravity (2013) 9.00 
Love Island 10.00 Love Island: Aftersun 
11.05 Family Guy 12.30 American Dad! 

I. 25 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 1.55 Planet’s Funniest Animals 
2.15 Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

II. 15 The Darling Buds of May 12.30 
The Casebook of Sherlock Holmes 2.50 
Wycliffe 3.55 Foyle’s War 6.00 Doc 
Martin 8.00 The Booze Cruise 2: The 
Treasure Hunt 10.00 Law & Order: UK 
12.00 Wire in the Blood 3.30 May the 
Best House Win 5.10 Rising Damp 5.35 
ITV3 Nightscreen 

ITV4 

4.30 Pawn Stars 5.00 Monster Carp 6.00 
Fierce 7.00 Tour de France Highlights 
8.00 Road Racing Series 9.00 Film: 

Jaws (1975) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 Film: 
Jaws (1975) 11.40 Film: Renegades 
(1989) 12.40 FYI Daily 12.45 Film: 
Renegades (1989) 1.45 Tour de France 
Highlights 2.40 Football Rivalries 2.50 
ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

11.00 Binky & JP’s Baby: Born in Chelsea 
12.00 New Girl 1.00 Kevin Can Wait 1.30 
The Big Bang Theory 6.00 Film: 101 
Dalmatians (1996) 8.00 The Crystal 
Maze: Celebrity Special 9.00 Film: The 
Inbetweeners 2 (2014) 11.00 The 
Inbetweeners 12.05 Rude Tube 1.05 
Tattoo Fixers 2.10 8 Out of 10 Cats 2.55 
Gogglebox 3.45 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 The Great St Trinian’s Train 
Robbery (1966) 1.00 The Phantom 
(1996) 3.00 Ever After: A Cinderella Story 
(1998) 5.20 A Thousand Words (2012) 

7.15 Europa Report (2013) 9.00 Dawn of 
the Planet of the Apes (2014) Sci-fi 
thriller sequel, starring Andy Serkis. 

11.45 The Quiet Ones (2014) Horror, 
starring Jared Harris. 1.45 To the Wonder 
(2012) 4.00 Close 



off our main menu 5pm - 8pm to 
include steak and grills 



CARVERY SERVED ALL DAY EVERY DAY 

Mon - Sat 12pm - 8pm, Sun 12 - 8pm 

Kids Eat Free Carvery Under 12 s (with paying adult) 

KIDS EAT FREE. MON-FRI AFTER 3PM, SAT-SUN ALL DAY 




TSTYLE 


preafefast £ A A C. 


HOT DRINKS AVAILABLE 
FRIDAY, SATURDAY 
& SUNDAY 
8.30AM - ll.OOAM 




Trip Advisor We now take bookings 


Follow us on J Facebook 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 


Truth and Lies, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Two former best friends and current enemies suspect 
each other of sending anonymous messages that 
threaten to expose their secrets. However, when they 
realise neither are behind it, the teenagers team up to 
investigate the source. Thriller, starring Dina Meyer, 
Emily Tennant and Keenan Tracey. (2015) 


TUESDAY 

Abducting Zoe, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A detective tries to help a sixteen-year-old in the 
search for her kidnapped baby. Crime drama, starring 
Sammi Hanratty and Andrea Bowen. (2014) 


WEDNESDAY 

Rags to Riches: Ultimate Life, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

Jason Stevens is busy running his grandfather’s 
foundation, while also having to fend off lawsuits from 
his extended family and lament a fleeing lover. When 
an inherited journal magically sends him back to 
1941, it provides an unparalleled opportunity for him 
to witness the true rags-to-riches story of his late 
grandfather. Drama, starring Logan Bartholomew and 
Peter Fonda. (2013) 



THURSDAY 

Stranger in an Amish Town, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A penniless stranger and his son turn up on the 
doorstep of three Amish sisters, who offer him a place 
to stay and a job as a handyman. The women’s police 
officer niece is suspicious of the new arrival and tries 
to find out where he has come from. Romantic 
mystery based on Serena B Miller’s novel Love Finds 
You in Sugarcreek, Ohio, starring Sarah Lancaster, 
Tom Everett Scott and Kelly McGillis. (2014) 

FRIDAY 

Blades of Glory, BBC1,11.05pm 

A bad-boy figure skater and his effeminate arch¬ 
enemy are banned from the sport after their intense 
rivalry results in a brawl. However, the pair find a 
loophole in the regulations allowing them to enter the 
world championships as the first ever same-sex pair - 
if they can put aside their differences long enough to 
compete. Comedy, starring Will Ferrell. (2007) 


New drama series is hoping 
to be a novel success 


Y ou can’t beat a good drama - 
and it seems that the rest of 
the world agrees. 

They form the core of pretty much 
all TV schedules, and we never 
seem to get tired of them. And every 
now and then, a very special one 
comes along that makes us sit up 
and take notice. 

In the Dark may be one of those. 
It’s a four-part series adapted by 
Danny Brocklehurst (whose 
previous projects include Ordinary 
Lies, Clocking Off and The Driver) 
from Mark Billingham’s best-selling 
novels, his first books not to include 
the hugely popular Tom Thorne 
series. 

Instead, the action focuses on the 
engaging but complex female 
detective Helen Weeks, who will 
tackle two cases. 

“I am hugely thrilled that my 
stories are to be adapted for the 
screen and could not be more 
excited that it will be made by the 
BBC,” says Billingham, who is 
currently preparing for his annual 
trip to the Theakston Old Peculier 


Crime Writing Festival in Harrogate. 
“The journey from page to screen 
can often be tricky for authors, but 
with the amazing BBC Drama North 
team at the helm, it’s one I cannot 
wait to embark on. 

“I’m delighted to be making a 
show with BBC Drama North and 
thrilled we are setting the show in 
my home town of Manchester and 
making the city an integral part of 
the drama.” 

Brocklehurst is equally pleased to 
be involved in the project: “For me, 
crime drama is only interesting 
when it is told through character 
and in Helen Weeks, Mark has 
created a brilliant central character: 
a ballsy, funny, outspoken police 
woman who finds herself on the 
cusp of motherhood and has to 
grudgingly accept the vulnerability 
that brings to her. 

“The key theme of the drama - 
how well do we really know those 
closest to us? - is a theme I find 
endlessly fascinating, and the fact 
that Helen’s own life has secrets 
and duplicity makes the drama all 
the more interesting.” 


MyAnna Buring is the actress 
entrusted with bringing Helen Martin 
to life. 

“What interested me was Danny 
Brocklehurst’s writing and working 
with (head of BBC Drama North and 
executive producer) Hilary Martin,” 
explains Buring. “I have such respect 
for their work and the way they 
conduct it. They have developed a 
great story and have now brought in 
a brilliant production and creative 
team, directors, and cast.” 

When we first meet Helen she is 
heavily pregnant, in fact, she’s just 
two weeks away from giving birth. 

She’s nervous about her 
impending motherhood, and feels 
compelled to return to her rural 
home town of Polesford in 
Derbyshire with her partner, Paul, 
who is also a detective. She’s soon 
embroiled in an abduction case and 
the chief suspect turns out to be the 
husband of Helen’s childhood best 
friend Linda, who finds herself at the 
centre of a media storm. 

But have the local police got the 
right man? 



MyAnna Buring stars, In the Dark, Tuesday, BBC1,9pm 



MONDAY 

How to Retire at 40 
Channel 4, 8.30pm 

As the slightly misleading title suggests, Anna 
Richardson chats to folks who have found clever or 
offbeat ways to retire early. They include Barney, a 
former accountant who retired at 43. So, not really 
40 then. However, he will be sharing his tips for 
quitting the rate race early. Also featured are friends 
who found a new way to buy property for less; the 
man who’s made a packet sending spuds through 
the post, and a family who insist on only spending 
money two days a week (though it’s anyone’s guess 
how much cash they spend on those days). 
Cameras also follow Pippa, who has made over 
£3million in two years; Sophie Morgan meets trend- 
spotters, and there are tips on how to get restaurant 
quality meals for a fraction of the price. Plus, Rhik 
Samadder meets more of the UK’s leading 
supersavers. 

TUESDAY 

Tried and Tasted: The Ultimate Shopping List 
Channel 4, 8pm 

Chef Michel Roux Jr and a panel of food experts 
blind taste-test some of the nation’s favourite food 
and drink. Joining the host is restaurant manager 
and First Dates’ Fred Sirieix, journalist, broadcaster 



and critic Jay Rayner, baker and deli owner Stacie 
Stewart, and TV presenter and foodie mum Lucy 
Alexander. The panel this week choose between 
four different brands of steak and ale pie, houmous 
and sauvignon blanc - the UK’s most popular wine. 

WEDNESDAY 
Love Your Garden 
ITV, 8pm 

At Chandlers Ford near Eastleigh in 
Hampshire, Alan Titchmarsh and the team 
attempt to transform a neglected suburban 
back garden into a woodland-style retreat. 

The Richardson family, who own the 
residence, are facing a very difficult future. 

Following some challenging years, dad 
Jason has been taken off the heart and 
kidney transplant list. The father of two 
survives by means of a heavy portable 
external machine which keeps his heart 
working and thrice-weekly kidney dialysis 
sessions. As a result, the family are tied to 
their home and are in need of an outdoor 
space which can become a retreat. Step 
forward Alan, David Domoney, Francis 
Tophill and Katie Rushworth, who battle , 
terrible rain to make the Richardsons’ 
dream a reality. 


THURSDAY 

Murdered for Being Different 
BBC1,10.45pm 

In the early hours of August 11,2007, 20-year-old 
Sophie Lancaster and her boyfriend of three years, 
Robert Maltby, were attacked by a gang of youths 
while walking through a park near 
their homes in Bacup, Lancashire. 
It was an unprovoked assault, 
initially on Robert who was 
knocked unconscious. While 
cradling his head, Sophie 
was kicked and died later in 
hospital. Those responsible 
had tormented the mild- 
mannered, sensitive 
couple due to their 
appearance - they were 
immersed in the goth 
culture. This moving and 
disturbing drama has 
,, been made in close 
^ * , collaboration with 

^ ' 1 1 Sophie’s family, 

| * ^ Robert and the 

A ' police, and 
■ l & i t examines exactly 
what happened. 


BBC Proms 2017, Friday, BBC2, 9pm 



It also follows the story of a witness who felt 
compelled to come forward and stand up for what 
he believed was right. 


FRIDAY 

World Para Athletics Championships London 
2017 

Channel 4, 7.30pm 

Ade Adepitan, Sophie Morgan and Lee McKenzie 
introduce coverage of the evening session on day 
one of the Championships, taking place at The 
London Stadium in Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park. 
The men’s T12 100m is due to get under way this 
evening, with five heats in the first round due to get 
the action under way on the track, and later they 
will be followed by several heats in the men’s T28 
800m and the women’s T47 200m. Several finals 
are also scheduled to take place, with gold medals 
awarded in the men’s F46 javelin and T54 100m, as 
well as the women’s T34 100m and T15 1500m. 


BBC Proms 2017 
BBC2, 9pm 

The nation’s spirit might have been beaten down by 
recent events, but one annual event you can always 
rely on to stir the blood and boost the morale is the 
Proms, and the 2017 edition promises to be more 
special than ever. 


USE YOUR LOFT! 


(€s aK happaiim 

* * BIRMINGHAM -J 


barclayeord 
^jr arena 


6 GENTING ARENA 



Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• : Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 
carpets and wooden floors. 


0 , 000 ) 

Installations 7 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 


theloftJpstairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 



J 

n 

F] 

B GATES & RAILINGS 


13X15 Oct 2017 


10-12 Nov 2017 


ROYAL 

BLOOD 




WE HAVE MOVED!!! 


Pop in and see us 
lots of offers on 


2 June 2018 20 June 2018 

» GENTINGARENA.CO.uk • BARCLAYCARDARENA.CO.uk theticketfactory.com • 


www.jfb-ironworks.oo.uk 

Unit 20 Waterside Ind. Est. Mariot Road, 
Netherton DV2 9RG 07793 753320 


, WORLD Of= 

MOBILITY 


NEW SCOOTERS from £595 
RISER RECLINERS from £495 
STAIRLIFTS from £1,200 
WHEELCHAIRS from £110 
LARGE SELECTION OF 
DAILY LIVING AIDS 


Showroom: 108C Brettell Lane, 
Amblecote, Stourbridge, DY8 4BS or call 

01384 378252 

OPEN MON-SAT FREE PARKING at rear 


We offer excellent customer service and aftercare on all our products j 
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Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


W 


1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

L 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

A 

25 

13 

26 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. A teacher has to 
look after a genius 
(6,4) 

7. Distance to 
measure right 
inside (5) 

8. Puts on something 
saucy? (7) 

10. Good stroke for a 
cricketer, but not a 
golfer (3-5) 

11. A girl to avoid (4) 

13. Properly dressed 

soldiers are (2,4) 

15. He provides a 
new setting for the 
doctor (6) 

17. Terrible ruler of vain 
disposition (4) 

18. Vendors, possibly 
nameless (8) 

21. Being agreeable, 
but saying nothing 
(7) 

22. Excel, but not in a 
party (5) 

23. It necessitates a lot 
of extra work in the 
theatre (5,5) 


Down 

1. It’s an idea if Tom 
comes up first (5) 

2. Guiding line about 
two similar points 
( 8 ) 

3. A plant useful in 
salads may be 
envied (6) 

4. Suitable start for the 
hunting season (4) 

5. Possibly retains, 
though being less 
agreeable (7) 

6. I’m taking the 
attitude that it’s 
rather a burden (10) 

9. Light that goes up 
and down (4,6) 

12. Bet a long striding 
gait is natural to it 
( 8 ) 

14. Hero worshipper (7) 

16. Rushes into boats 

( 6 ) 

19. Capital wear for a 
bishop (5) 

20. Surveyor’s opinion 
(4) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

1. Abeyance (10) 

1. Rage (5) 

7. Fragrance (5) 

2. Horse (8) 

8. Commerce (7) 

3. Ensnare (6) 

10. Conversant (8) 

4. Smack (4) 

11. Daybreak (4) 

5. Casual (7) 

13. Sadness (6) 

6. Dozing (4-6) 

15. Centre (6) 

9. About (10) 

17. Besides (4) 

12. Retire (8) 

18. Collect (6,2) 

1 4. Lay by (7) 

21. Bit (7) 

16. Initiate (6) 

22. Got up (5) 

19. Hazardous (5) 

23. Go first (4,3,3) 

20. Benevolent (4) 



9 

7 



5 



4 

8 




3 

7 

6 





5 

8 

4 







6 




4 


2 


1 



6 



7 


2 



5 



8 





1 


7 

2 

9 




5 


9 

1 




6 

7 





6 

1 

3 



Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 6 Redcoat; 7 Clout; 9 Ark; 

10 Intricate; 12 Making money; 15 Amateur team; 
17 Eagle-eyed; 19 End; 21 Class; 

22 Give out. Down: 1 Wears; 2 Ice; 3 Pain; 

4 Electoral; 5 Aunties; 8 Aright; 11 Faithless; 

13 Inures; 14Amiable; 16 Undue; 18 Erie; 

20 Pea. 

QUICK - Across: 6 Precede; 7 Humid; 9 Gap; 

10 Recumbent; 12 Dissimulate; 15 Penetrating; 
17 Contender; 19 Old; 21 Decoy; 22 Against. 
Down: 1 Break; 2 Act; 3 Idle; 4 Turbulent; 

5 Dignity; 8 Summit; 11 Direction; 13 Strong; 

14 Recover; 16 Clasp; 18 Edge; 20 Hit. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. Of what is Soweto a contraction? 

2. Where did Norwegian Liv Arnesen become 
the first woman to reach alone? 

3. Which scavenger may be brown, striped or 
spotted? 

4. What nationality was General Blucher, 
Wellington’s ally at Waterloo? 

5. Which Monty Python star wrote the novel 
Hemingway’s Chair? 


6 . 


With which art form is ‘Grandma’ Moses 
associated? 

7. Of which city is Spandau a suburb? 

8. With which art form is the American Virgil 
Thomson associated? 

9. What would someone with dysphagia have 
difficulty doing? 

10. In which country is the Ruahine mountain 
range? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Henry Fielding; 2 The brain; 3 Fanny 
Cradock; 4 Denmark; 5 Footpad; 6 Australia; 
7 Nebula; 8 James I; 9 John Osborne; 

10 Inverness. 

Niner: ORGANISED 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

6284237 gives a bird, 

454 gives a second bird, 

189 gives a winged creature. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


THE KNIGHTS QUEST 
LEADING ENTERTAINMENT 



FRIDAY 7 th JULY 

TYLER JON 

Great Evening with a 
Great Entertainer Plus 
Disco 



FRIDAY 14 th JULY 

ALEX PLUS DISCO 

Fabulous Young Song 
Bird Followed by 
DJ Ben! 



£ 

Hov&r* 


FRIDAY 21 st JULY 
SEAN HAVEN 
MALE VOCALIST 

Performing Songs from the 70s 
to Present Day including all 
those Boy Band Classics 



FRIDAY 28 th JULY 

TORIA PHILLIPS 

A Night not to be missed. 
Fantastic Female Vocalist 
Singing all the Classics Old 
and New. 


00 



i-^fecr© ‘DQjsm 



SATURDAY 8TH JULY 
IN THE AIR TONIGHT 
Phil Collins Tribute 

Keith Dee brings to life one of 
Britain's finest Singer/Song¬ 
writers in a highly entertaining 
tribute show 



SATURDAY 15™ JULY 

PINK TRIBUTE 

Awesome Tribute 
from Stacey Green 
plus DJ BEN 



SATURDAY 22 nd JULY 
ARIANA GRANDE 
TRIBUTE 

Fantastic Tribute to today's 
Hottest Star plus DJ BEN 


SATURDAY 29™ JULY 

BEN CLARIDGE 
MUST BEN 7 

Ben Claridge's First Proper 
Gig here....Get Here Early! 


msm 


SATURDAY 


Sf 13 TDCEu 7 
Mfec© ‘DCpan 

■tHSraS 


THE KNIGHTS QUEST 






‘ 4i 


High Street, Blackheath 

Tel: 0121 561 5599 


j M0N-THURS : 12.00-2.30PM, 6-8PM | FRI-SAT 12.00-2.30PM 

Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 

We serve until lam on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, lam Thursday, until late Friday & Saturday DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun 
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it's pure genius Bar none 


IF the West Midlands were to hand out 
a lifetime achievement award, a Godlike 
Genius Award or a most-influential 
restaurateur gong, there would be only one 
winner: Andreas Antona. 

For all of the Michelin stars that Birmingham and 
Ludlow have garnered over the past 20 years, for all 
of the improved standing that the region has enjoyed, 
Andreas has maintained his position at the forefront. 
He’s had a star for longer than anyone else, he’s 
employed and influenced more cooks and his imprint 
on the region’s dining scene has become indelible. 

Andreas was a mentor to some of the region’s 
biggest and best chefs - the likes of fellow Michelin- 
star holders Luke Tipping of Simpsons and Glynn 
Purnell of Purnell’s, not forgetting the multi-award¬ 
winning Andy Waters, of Waters Restaurant. 


MEMORABLE 

He’s created a number of truly memorable 
restaurants during his many years in the region, most 
notably Simpsons, which he created in Kenilworth in 
1993 then relocated to Edgbaston, and The Cross, 
at Kenilworth. More recently, he has collaborated 
with Paul Halsey, from Purity Brewing Co, to create 
Purecraft Bar and Kitchen, which has branches in 
Birmingham and Nottingham. And, as you’d expect, the 
food is absolutely stunning. 

And yet Pure Bar is about much more than just great 
nosh. It celebrates the remarkable rise of craft beers, 
which have become ubiquitous in fashionable towns 
and cities across the UK. 

Pure Bar is at the vanguard of that new wave of 
craft ales. Its mission is to create new beer fans. 

And it believes that matching great food and beer in 
an interesting atmosphere is the key to pleasurable 



evenings. The Birmingham branch opened in March 

2014 and has exceeded expectation. It won the Great 
British Pub Awards National Award for Best Beer Pub in 

2015 - the industry’s Oscar equivalent - and remains at 
the cutting edge of great beer and food. 

Andreas and Halsey are partnered by logistics and 
service man, Martin Hilton, a former director with 
Mitchells & Butler, to make their operation tick. Hashtag 
#DreamTeam. Pure Bar is about more than just great 
food and drink, however. It’s a great environment in 
which to socialise and relax. Located at the far end of 


Colmore Row, it’s a short distance from the Town Hall, 
Symphony Hall and financial district. That means there’s 
a constant buzz, day and night. On weekdays, it’s full of 
city types and evenings with couples, friends and others 
and at weekends there’s a different crowd, filling the 
venue with good vibes. 

I visited for a midweek lunch and enjoyed a dining 
experience where food and service were both of the 
highest standard. The menu is a triumph. Though 
Antona made his name by inspiring a generation of 
Michelin-star chefs to cook the best fine dining in the 


West Midlands, Pure Bar is all about the simple things 
in life. So delicious fish and chips is served along with 
steak and fries, sausage rolls, Black Country pork pies 
and free range pickled eggs. Nothing could be cooler. 
Except, of course, under Antona’s brilliant gaze, the 
humble beef patty is elevated into a new realm. There 
are sharing boards of great cheese and charcuterie and 
the suppliers are the best in the region. 

With flavoursome dishes, brilliant craft ales and 
polished service, it’s pure enjoyment. 

ANDY RICHARDSON 


Star^Travel « 


Your Chronicle 


Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen and Stourbridge* 


‘Please note: Not all pick up points are available on all breaks. 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


CHRISTMAS AT 
KEW GARDENS 

and London 

Saturday departures, 

2 & 16 December 2017 

See Kew’s winter landscape at night 
as an enchanting Illuminated Trail of 
music and lights leads you round the 
Gardens as you have never seen 
them before... 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel 
within 30 miles of central London with full 
English breakfast 

✓ Timed admission ticket to the Kew 
Gardens Illuminated Trail 

✓ Free shopping time in central London on 
Sunday 



2 days, by coach 


Only £129 


•95pp 


Quote Code: KVU751 



View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 

Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 



Departing Saturday 2 December 2017 

Get your comfy shoes on for this festive duet of a 
Yorkshire town turned temporarily Victorian, and the 
up-to-the-minute appeal of Manchester city centre and 
its chalet-style European Christmas markets. 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star North West area 
hotel with 3-course dinner and full English 
breakfast 

✓ Visit to Grassington Dickensian Festival 

✓ Visit to Manchester’s Christmas markets 

2 days, by coach 
only £ 119 - 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information AIAA^ ^ p 

or to book, please call: Ul9v£ «lv4 109 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTAV4782. 0me 9 aH °is @omegaHois omegaHois 


0, 


in association with 


warn 


GRASSINGTON 
DICKENSIAN FESTIVAL 

& Manchester’s Christmas Markets 

mmM BMJM 


Quote Code: NJE329 



BATH 

CHRISTMAS MARKET 

& Blenheim Palace 



Departing Saturday 9 December 2017 

Two firm favourites in one festive feast of a weekend! 
Blenheim Palace wearing its sparkly Christmas mantle, 
and the magnificent city of Bath all decked out in full 
seasonal glory. 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Reading/Wiltshire 
area hotel with 3-course dinner and full English 
breakfast 

✓ Visit, including admission (value £24.90), to 
Blenheim Palace 

✓ Visit to Bath Christmas Market 

2 days, by coach 
only £129 — 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 
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QOOQ 


with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

^ 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Expanding Easy Hose 


• • 

3.6V Cordless Trimming Shears 



From only £14.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


This kink-free hose is strong and 
light and expands over three times 
in length during use, contracting 
again in a matter of seconds. 

It has universal hose fittings and 
a free eight pattern spray nozzle 
included. A wall holder is also 
available for just £8.99. 

Available in four expanded 
lengths: 

D8462 25ft Easy Hose Set 
£14.99 Was £29.99 Save £15 

D8463 50ft Easy Hose Set 
£24.99 Was £49.99 Save £25 

D8464 75ft Easy Hose Set 
£34.99 Was £59.99 Save £25 

D8466 Holder for Easy Hose Set 
£8.99 Was £14.99 Save £6 


EASYhfSe 



Only £29.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Powered by a lithium-ion battery, 
the amazing 3.6V Hedge and Edge 
trimming shears provide complete 
cordless freedom, and up to 40 
minutes of continuous operation 
on a full charge. What’s more it’s 
incredibly lightweight (just 0.8kg) and 
includes two interchangeable blades 
that allow you to trim and shape 
hedges and lawn edges with ease. 

The grass shear blade with a 80mm 
cutting width will make easy work of 
lawn edges, while the trimming blade 
will cut hedges, shrubs and bushes 
up to 8mm in diameter. Comes 
complete with installed lithium-ion 
battery, charger and two blade 
guards. Also available is a handle 
and wheel set that allows you to trim 
grass edges without stooping or 
bending. 

D2939 3.6V Cordless Trimming 
Shears 

D2940 Extension Handle £14.99 


Lily Floating Fountain 



Only £29.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


or crack. Requires 15cm 
minimum water depth, 
maximum fountain height: 
42cm. 


G1471 Solar Lily Water 
Fountain 


* This self-contained water 

* feature can be secured 

I to a single position or 

allowed to float freely in 
your garden pond, its 
solar powered so there’s 
no need for mains water 

* supply. Simply place the 
lily-pad in a body of water 
and the pump included 

® sends water through the 

* central spout up to 17 

* inches in the air, choose 
from, spray, sprinkle or 

l steam effect, for best 
results place the lily-pad in 
direct sunlight. Made using 
durable, weatherproof ABS 
and resin it will not rust 



Telescopic Electric 
Hedge Trimmer & 
Optional Chainsaw 


From only £99.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


With your feet firmly and safely on the ground, this 800W telescopic 
hedge trimmer allows you to trim even the tallest of hedges without 
the need for a ladder. With a standard working height of 2.2m, simply 
extend the telescopic handle to extend your working height to an 
amazing 3.2m. For complete control the angle of the hedge trimmer 
can be adjusted through 45° and the reciprocating blade makes light 
work of the toughest of foliage. With a shoulder strap for comfortable 
operation at the longest extension, the hedge trimmer can easily be 
transformed to a shorter extension at the simple release of a catch. 
With a cutting length of 36cm, and weighing just 4.5kg, the hedge 
trimmer separates for easy storage when not in use. 

Also available is a 24cm chainsaw head that transforms the hedge 
trimmer into a long reach chainsaw that slices through branches up 
to 10” in diameter at 6500rpm per minute. This product comes with a 
shoulder strap for comfortable operation at its longest extension, as 
in this position the weight distribution will be affected and feel heavier 
to operate - making it unsuitable for long periods of use. 

D7305 HedgeTrimmer £99.99 
D7306 Chainsaw Head £29.99 
D7307 Replacement Chain £9.99 
D6545 Ear Protectors £11.99 
D827015m Extension Cable £16.99 
D3741 Circuit breaker Socket £12.99 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* %£ 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Order online at 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 20th March and 20th June 2017. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


r-- 


- i 

| RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (74160), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

1 Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) Initial Surname 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 







Address Postcode 

1 Email Tel. (for aueries onlv) 

. 1 enclose mv cheaue/PO made Davable to BVG-GROUP LTD for £ Or Dlease debit mv card £ EH Mastercard EE Visa EE Maestro Issue No 

I My card number is: 
















;i i i i ii i i i ii i i i ii i i i ii i i i rm/m 2?m/m ESErm 






1 “Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


POSTAGE 

£4.95 
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Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



CRADLEY HEATH, Bishops Walk£1,350 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished modern detached house in this very desirable 
location comprising of: 5 bedrooms, 2 reception rooms, 
study, fitted kitchen/diner, utility, master bedroom with en 
suite, house bathroom, driveway, 2 garages, one converted 
into office/playroom, front & rear garden, gas central heating, 
double 


CRADLEY HEATH, Station Road£850 pcm+Fees 

Modern 4 bedroom detached house in this very convenient 
location benefiting from an en-suite master bedroom, 3 
double bedrooms, good size reception room with patio 
doors leading to rear garden, fitted kitchen with oven/hob, 
downstairs w.c., upstairs family bathroom, gas central 
heatmg^JoublylazecHhroucjhou^PC^^^^^^^ 



HALESOWEN, Beecher Street£675 pcm+Fees 

A deceptively large unfurnished bungalow which is ideal for 
buses to Halesowen, Stourbridge and Birmingham and in the 
catchment area for Colley Lane Primary School. Featuring 
3 bedrooms, a large lounge, modern fitted kitchen, new 
bathroom with shower. Benefits include central heating, double 
glazing.^rivewa^aitdn^^CCES^^Jti^^^^PC^ 



TIPTON, Leveson Drive £650 pcm+Fees I 

• • UNDERGOING A RE-DECORATION •• This extremely well! 
maintained newly decorated terraced house has an excellent position I 
on this sought after modern development within easy reach of local I 
amenities. Briefly consists of entrance hallway, lounge, fitted kitchen I 
with oven/hob, lovely conservatory, 3 good sized bedrooms, housel 
Mhr2onjn«it[^howeygaj^ardenjad<in^are^oi^/^ai^PC^| 


QUARRY BANK, New Street£575 pcm+Fees 

A unique detached bungalow within walking distance of Quarry 
Bank High Street and a stones throw from Merry Hill Shopping 
Centre. This 1 bed property features: hallway, lounge with feature 
fireplace and patio doors leading to garden, double bedroom, 
bathroom with separate shower. The bungalow also benefits from 
Iona drivewa^a^entranieatin^n^oubl^laze^PC^^ 



CRADLEY HEATH, King Street£525 pcm+Fees 

Located in the heart of Old Hill with shops and train links close 
by. This unfurnished top floor modern apartment comprises 
2 bedrooms, master bedroom with en-suite, fitted kitchen, 
lounge, double glazing, electric storage heating, bathroom 
with showei^llocatec^3ad<inc^|3ac^PCj^^^^^^^ M 



NETHERTON, Round Street£525 pcm+Fees 

Beautifully presented and not to be missed. Set within a popular area, this 
unfurnished semi detached house features a modern living room, fitted kitchen, 
1 double bedroom and 1 single bedroom, house bathroom with shower and 
a conservatory, gas central heating, rear garden, driveway for 2 cars. EPC: D 
LANDLORD REQUIRES 2 MONTHS DEPOSIT AND A FAMILY MEMBER TO 
BE A GUARANTOR 



HALESOWEN, Hawne Court£495 pcm+Fees 

Located in a quiet, desirable neighbourhood is this well kept 
ground floor apartment situated at the end of a peaceful cul 
de sac, offering a spacious living room, modern fitted kitchen 
with washing machine and cooker, 2 double bedrooms, 
gas central heating, bathroom with fitted shower, allocated 
Darkina ^gac^vitf^arag^PC^ 



CRADLEY HEATH, Wycherley Way£495 pcm+Fees| 

A 1st floor apartment on a popular development close tol 
Cradley Heath and Old Hill Train Station, Old Hill shops andl 
bus links. Featuring gas central heating, double glazing,I 
lounge, fitted kitchen with washing machine and fridgel 
freezer, 1 double bedroom and 1 single bedroom, bathrooml 
with shower. Darkina SDace. EPC: TBC 


AMBLECOTE, High Street £795 pcm+Fees 

A fantastic opportunity to rent a home on a select development. ‘Crystal 
Gardens’. Featuring 3 generous size bedrooms (master with en-suite) finished 
to an exceptional standard. This home features a spacious lounge/dining area, 
well appointed kitchen, downstairs WC, the 1st floor has 2 bedrooms & a 
family bathroom & on the 2nd floor there is a master bedroom with a large 
en-suite. 2 Allocate^ajldn^gac^oj^aj^ron^gayajden^PC^ 




ROWLEY REGIS, Lightfields Walk£600 pcm+Fees 
A newly decorated 3 bedroom modern end terrace house 
with new carpets throughout. Entrance hallway, large lounge 
with laminate flooring, fitted kitchen, 3 good size bedrooms, 
bathroom with shower over bath. Eco storage heating, 
pleasant rear garden with sheds & parking area. A must see 
property!! 



ROWLEY REGIS, Heartland Mews£575 pcm+Fees 

A modern 2 bedroom semi-detached house in a pleasant 
cul-de-sac position, and close to Blackheath town centre, 
comprising of 2 double bedrooms, gas central heating, 
double glazed throughout, fitted kitchen, house bathroom 
with shower, driveway for two cars. Viewings are highly 
recommended. EPC: C 



ERDINGTON, Park Approach£550 pcm+Fees 

A ground floor 2 bedroom flat, being heated with electric storage 
heaters and located conveniently for Gravelly Hill Railway Station. The 
accommodation which is access via a secure communal entramce briefly 
comprises a reception hall, two bedroom, bathroom with electric shower 
over, lounge / diner and fitted kitchen with dishwasher, electric over and 
fridge, communa^rarkinc^vailablej^ 


HALESOWEN, Hagley Road£550 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished 1st floor coach house apartment within 
walking distance to Halesowen Town Centre and on a major 
bus route. Featuring gas central heating, living room, fitted 
kitchen with fridge freezer, 2 bedrooms, bathroom with 
shower and parking space. An internal inspection is highly 



AMBLECOTE, Villa Street £500 pcm+Fees 

A beautiful ground floor modern apartment which can either 
be furnished or unfurnished. Newly available with open plan 
lounge/kitchen with modern range of fitted units, breakfast 
bar & integrated appliances, 1 double bedroom, bathroom 
with separate shower, 1 designated car parking space to rear 
of Dropert^ommunak|aKjen^PCj^^^ 



OLDBURY, Causeway Green Road£450 pcm+Fees 
Deceptively large and spacious. A split level apartment 
above local shops, within walking distance to bus links for 
Langley and Oldbury and close to J2 of the M5 comprises gas 
central heating, spacious living room, fitted kitchen, 2 double 
bedrooms, bathroom with shower, parking to rear, with the 
added bonus of a Dorch. unfurnished. EPC: D 



TIPTON, Avern Close £425 pcm+Fees 

Modern top floor apartment in this quiet popular location. 
Entrance hallway leading to lounge, fitted kitchen with oven/ 
hob, 1 double bedroom, shower room, electric storage 
heating, allocated parking space, communal gardens. EPC: 
TBC 


CRADLEY HEATH, King Street£450 pcm+Fees 

Located in the heart of Old Hill. Ideally situated for local 
shops, buses and train links is this unfurnished 1st floor 
modern apartment which comprises of 1 double bedroom, 
fitted kitchen with a small fridge and freezer, spacious lounge, 
double glazing, electric storage heating, bathroom with 
shower. allocated^arkin^£ace^EPC^^^^^^^^^^^ 


LYE, Eagle House £285 pcm+Fees 

A 1st floor studio apartment in the centre of Lye Town, also 
close for Lye Train Station. Featuring a combined lounge/ 
bedroom, fitted kitchen with electric cooker, shower room, 
electric heater, shared laundry room, parking at rear, private 
communaUre^vitf^eatinc^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^ M 


PROPERTY 



Spacious three-bedroomed semi-detached property 


Well presented and spacious, 6 
Torton Villas, Worcester Road, 

Low Hill, Kidderminster, is a three- 
double-bedroomed semi-detached 
house that has been extended. 

In a semi-rural location to the south 
of Kidderminster in a convenient 
location, it is for sale through Halls at 
£235,000. 

The ground floor accommodation 
is spacious and light with a generous 
living room with an ‘L-shaped’ 
dining space. The living room has 


KIDDERMINSTER 

£235,000 


dual aspect bow windows to both 
the front and rear with a turning 
staircase to the first floor, as well as 
an attractive feature coal effect fire 
with marble effect back stage and 
hearth with marble-style surround 
and mantle over. The dining area has 
double glazed French doors opening 
out to the private rear gardens. 


The modern fitted kitchen diner has 
fully tiled flooring, a range of marble 
effect rolled top work surfaces, 
and a wide range of matching base 
and eye level units with integrated 
appliances and space and plumbing 
for a dishwasher, larder stye fridge 
freezer and tumble dryer. 

There is also a door to the side 
terrace seating area. 

For further information, or to book 
that all important viewing, contact 
Halls on 01562 820880. 



Two-bed detached bungalow is much improved 


A well-presented and much 
improved two-bedroomed 
detached bungalow, Fairhaven, 
Summit Place, Gornal Wood, is 
situated in a quiet backwater, a 
short level walking distance from 
the centre of Gornal Wood where 
a wide range of amenities are 
available. 

It is for sale through Wakeman at 
£184,950. 

With a tarmac driveway and 
gravelled front garden for off-road 


GORNAL WOOD 
£184,950 


parking and an attached garage, this 
property has gated access at both 
sides, with the rear garden mainly 
lawned. 

With double glazing and gas 
central heating, it has an entrance 
hall with laminate flooring, a living 
room, dining kitchen, two bedrooms 


and a bathroom. The bathroom 
has a panelled bath with a shower, 
glazed shower screen, pedestal 
wash hand basin, low level WC, 
full height tiling to the walls, coved 
ceiling, laminate flooring and ceiling 
spotlights. 

The attached garage has double 
wooden doors, two windows and a 
side pedestrian door, electric light 
and power and a store cupboard. 

For further information, or book a 
viewing, contact 01384 459999. 
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Driveways 


Decorating 


Fencing 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


All building maintenance 
and DIY work undertaken 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 



LJH 

Carpentry 


A fully qualified, 
professional carpenter 
with 25 years experience. 

Kitchens • Bedrooms 
Decking • Floors • Doors 
Windows and much more 


For a free quote 

01384 259243 
07772 024612 


25 Years 

» ■ m ; experience 
All aspects 
v of carpentry 
Inc: 

Stairs, Kitchens, Decking and 
Fascias, Loft Conversions 

For a FREE quote telephone 

07812 125353 
01384 412933 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 



Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Ins talled 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC [ 1 [3T1 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 5521 
JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 
email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


Double Glazing 


Misted Sealed Units? 


Hlark (Emmtrif dUtzhut 


Contact US for a FREE quote! 

Manufacturers 
& Installers of 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

Please see our (customer reviews 
on either Homepro or Which 

/T /f CttesiGM, eJJfic&esU ajino&tuJ. A A 
w w tltcU lAJO+tt c&bt the. eositlt s S 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

m 01384 566100 

0 www.blackcountryglazing.com m 

ccrtaaT [fensa| ^ 




DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks • Resurfacing 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Chccka 

Tel: 01384 79900 * 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



MJD Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

Special discounts for OAP's 
Free Quotes - Fully Insured 
Commercial Work Undertaken 
No job too small 
Give Mick a Call 
Tel:07889923896 

Michael.J.Downing@hotmail.co.uk 


0 


Electricians 


1ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD j 


City and Guilds Streetworks Approved 
Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios • Landscaping 
• Streetworks • Curb dropping • Turfing • Fencing and Decking 
Power Washing • 5 year guarantee FREE estimate *15 years experience 
• Fully insured • Resinbond Drives. 

01384 847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web:wwwacepavingservicesltd.co.uk 
Email:acepavingservices@outlook.com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, 1 My 
BJ_Halesowen B63 2QB 


| S QUALITY ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / 
security alarms and lighting / fault finding and repairs A 
shower replacements and more 

Free quotations available 
Over 20 years’ experience 

Contact now: 

0121 531 6884 / 07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 
j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 



Driveways & Patios 


J DC | Cressage Paving 
Driveways 
& Patios 


Tarmac, Block Paving, 
Turf Laying, Gravelling, 
Fencing, Drainage and 
Pressure Cleaning 


Free Quotation Online 
No obligation 

01384 466950/ 
07944883248 

www.j d cd riveways.co.uk 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & Kfi 
Driver available — J 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


MBQ electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: ^ 1 -- 


mbelectric. co. uk ■ 


Decorating 



R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


E L E L T R I C 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


www.harrisonsdecoratingservices.co.uk 


HARRISONS 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

Commercial & Residential Work Undertaken 

• Painting • Tiling • Kitchens 

• Paperhanging • Flooring • Bathrooms 

Call Nick: 07792865975 

nkharrison@btinternet.com 
Fully Insured - Quality Finishing - Reasonable Rates 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 
■n Decnratnrs 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 

halesowendecorators@gmail.com 



ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Roy's Mowing & Garden Maintenance 


• Garden tidy up's 

• Bush/tree's/conifers/hedges cut or removed 

• No job too big or small 

• Special rates for OAP's 

• Gutters Cleaned 

• Fencing and Sheds Painted/Crec 

• Chipper Hire 

• Complete Garden Ripout 

• Rubbish Removal 

• Bush/Hedge and Tree Removal 

• Patios and Drives Jetwashed 


Please call: 0121 602 3815 / 07979 980951 



l-EfrlFencing 



All types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Plus decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 
QUO" 


Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

^^wwwJbtfencincj^co^ul^^ 



L AREAS COVER— 

For a free quote call 

0121 532 2263 Or 07951 536929 


Fencing & Gates 


ft 


Ann Carden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 

01384 242891 DC 07979 300586 


Flooring 


A'tnoUUtM&i 

Quality Timber 
for your 
home & garden 
projects! 

All lengths available 

Oldbury 

Dudley Road 

Oldbury 

Birmingham 

West Midlands 

B69 3DA 

T: 0121 552 7788 

F: 0121 544 7186 

E: birmingham@laver.co.uk 



Mobile Hairdresser 


OB I LEH 
HAIRDRESSE 

Cuts, Colours, Perms etg 

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


MOT 


with this advert 


Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OLJ 


0121 559 6001 MOT 
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CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Greenlab Pest Control Ltd 

A Local Established Company 

Don’t let insects 
and rodents ruin 
your summer! 

Call the professionals 

COVERING ALL AREAS OF 
DUDLEY & STOURBRIDGE 

Tel: 01384 829115 

Freephone - 0800 953 0093 
Mobile: 07913 355290 

www.greenlabpestcontrol.co.uk 

i \ 

Plumbing 

L ___ 


Roofing 



RSb EtesfflBg a POmBQftEg 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 

1 



ATURAL & LPG GAS 

Free Quotation 

07961 140885 


* 


Kni g ht Gas 

Heating & Plumbing 
Central Heating/Boilers 
Fires and Cookers 
Installation and Repair 
All Plumbing Work 
Landlords certificate 
FREE QUOTES 

Call Gary on 
0121 550 3424 or 
07715 082113 A 


1 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 


Ol 21 422 8594 or 
07985 548466 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


KS 
ERVICES 

All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 



Roofing 


ROOFING SFRUICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 



DHPimms 



Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 


elite , rI’ast1cs 


•Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
‘ With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 

□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 

www.eliteplas~ticsupvc.co.uk 



U S E H O L D- 

_ l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

AI1 installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776 A 
V—www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 


Plumbing & Heating 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


l 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 



JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 
SERVICES 

Specialists in 

Re-upholstery, Repairs and 

CONTRACT '^DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns _ 

Quality Workmanship 

■b Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
jjr 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pm J _ 



Window Specialists 


Full Window 
Wizard Services 
Available 

• Misted Units 
Replaced 

• Broken Hinges 

• Door 
Adjustment 

• New Locks 
Installed 

Call for 
further details 

0121 421 7001 




ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121 422 2794 


www. nedo wning. co. uk 


monumental 

masons 


Halestone 

IMemorials 

I Modern and trad itional memorials 

Ring for FREE brochure 

0121 550 4235 

| Or visit our showroom at 

Somers Road.l 
Halesowen B62 8EN 

www.halestonememorials.co.uk 


\ 


Family 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


Leisure 

Time 


CARAVAN AWNING 

As new, unused, £200. 
Adult put up tent, never used 

£15. 

Four berth tent, £100. 

Six berth tent, £150. 

Two camp beds £30 ono. 
07486 211435. 


f 


This Thursday 
p and every 

Thursday 
_ 6am - 2pm at 

Mill Lane, 
Saredon WVIO 7LJ 
Tel: 07831 192 116 


* BIGGEST SATURDAY* 

BOOTSALE 

Catering positions available 
A454 Budge Heath between 


By Boyal Oak pub island WV6 7EE 

★ 07890 267 041 ★! 


*BEST SUNDAY* 
BOOTSALE 

Now on A34, Cannock, Brocton, 
between Cannock and Stafford 
ST17 OSG 

★ 07890 267 041 ★ 


WEDNESDAY BOOT SALE* 

Nowat PoukLane,A461, 
Springhill, Muckely Corner 
Lichfield WS14 0ET 


* SATURDAY BOOT SALE * 

Boat Lane, Muckley Corner, 
Lichfield WS14 0BU 
07890 267041 



A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10,000.Gym 
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 



AVONDALE DART SE 556 / 6 

2006, 6 berth, fixed end 
bunkbeds, mover, full and 
porch awnings, many extras 
and equipment included, 
good condition. 

£5,995. 

01952 814396. 


MANY 

KXlIiAH 

CARAVAN FOR SALE 

Bailey Pageant Auvergne 
2004. 

5- berth. 

With motor mover. 
Many extras including 
full size awning. 

£6,000. 

01902 495320. 



GOBUR FOLDING 
CARAVAN 

Slimline Gobur 12/2, 
good condition throughout, 
2 berth with awning. 
£2,995. 

07870 268835. 


REFURBISHED CARAVAN FOR 
SALE! Central Heating and sleeps 
8, £10,995. Deposits from 10%. 12 
Month Park, Borth. Call Paul 07960 
944721. 

SITED NEAR BEWDLEY Static 
Caravan, on site clubhouse, swim¬ 
ming pools and shop. Great site. 
£13,000. 07717 090817. 



SITED WILLERBY 
WINCHESTER 

At Wolverley, 
near Kidderminster. 

11 months park. 

Top of the range mobile home. 
Two bedrooms. 

£35,000 
07774 715830. 



— mflraaasTtaaQ 


BRIC-A-BRAC FAIR 
Sunday, 9th July 
Next Sale: 23rd July 
KINVER COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, 

DY76ER 
10.30am - 4pm 
Tel: 01384 894464 



FULL SET of Golf Clubs, also childs 
putter for sale. £130. 

01384 896654. 


Free 

IT’S FREE, ITS EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


holidays 


self catering N 

i holidays 

BURNHAM-ON-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 


travel abroad 

V___ 

READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 


what’s on 


- 

markets 

_ 


STOURBRIDGE 
CAR BOOT 

At Stourbridge 
Rugby Club 
Open every Wednesday 
from 24th May 

07957 399964 u 

\ 
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Home & 
Services 



CRICKET FIRST DAY COVERS 

1970 - 95. Domestic, national, inter¬ 
national. 320 covers, £150. Buyer 
collects. 01902 722014 evenings. 

JAMES BOND 007 Film related 
diecast cars, excellent condition, 
boxed, ring for list £4 each. 07548 
684497. 

ROYAL ALBERT Old Country 
Roses (English), large collection 
tableware, no reasonable offer 
refused. 01902 798468 Coven. 



BERWICK RISER/RECLINER 


CHAIR 

Multi positional, 2 motors for 
independant postioning of back 
and leg support. Built in pres¬ 
sure release and side torso 
support. Additional wheelchair 
features of pull out footplate and 
castor wheels. Wine colour 
fabric, originally £2,000. 

£950 ono. 

07719 255352. 



LAWN TRACTOR 

22hp, 42 inch cut with collector, 
totally new and unused. 
Cost £4,000. 

Will accept £1,950. 

Can deliver. 

Telephone 07710169150. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


QUALCAST 48CM mower, petrol, 
self propelled, used twice, £80. Mini 
Moto motorbike, £50. Mitre guillo¬ 
tine, £30. 01384 635233. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



A Genuine Lady Buyer! 

Cash paid £300+ per ounce for 9 car¬ 
at scrap gold. Any amount collected! 

Sovereigns £200+ each, Watches, 
Coins, Medals & more 

Highly Recommended! 
*01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/ 
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 




A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 
FOR DIE CAST CARS / 
LORRIES / TOY SOLDIERS 

Air fix, Britains, Corgi, Dinky, 
Spot on, Tri-ang. 

Best prices paid. 

Any condition. 
Collections bought. 
Telephone 01922 327897 
or 07976 691563. 



ALL MILLITARIA ITEMS 
FROM WARS WANTED BY 
COLLECTOR 

Swords, medals, helmets etc, 
single or full items. 

German, Japenese, British. 
Will collect. 

Very good prices paid 

07511 500337. 

AUTO MEMORABILIA 
WANTED 
SHELL, ESSO, 
CASTROL ETC 
ALSO 

GARAGE CLEARANCES 

Old Enamel Signs, 

Petrol Cans, 

Old Jugs, 

Classic Car Parts, 

Bikes and Motorbikes. 

Anything old. 

**TOP PRICES PAID** 
01384 836219/07891 713547 


OMEGA WATCHES 
WANTED 


In any condition, by collector. 

Please call Ken anytime on 
07984 047597. 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 

SPECTRUM GAMES Wanted, plus 
any old Crash magazines wanted, 
also any old your Sinclair maga¬ 
zines. 01902 892918. 


WANTED super 8 films, No Name 
City, Zeppeling Promo, Funny Lady 
Trailer. Call 07932 734170. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 
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Classified Ads 35 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts / TV setups. 07850 330251. 



aerials 


THANK YOU 
CLASSIFIEDS! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 


Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


laais issjh 


el 0@my 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £75 


©£70^^7©2e£> 


I I 


Check* 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592/07837 994465 


building supplies 


QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 


gardening 
v services 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 pi 
garden. 25 years experience. C; 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


gas fitting 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


fencing 


PORTWfly 

FEIVICHMQ 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £ 6 95 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
Nlon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon M 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


THANK YOU 
CLASSIFIEDS! 

A '".v 

■- i r- 



t 


“I am extremely happy 
with the service I get 
from my Express & 
Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and 
would recommend 
them to anyone! They 
have done a very 
professional job with 
my website so I get 
online enquiries as 
well now.” 

Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


plastering 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve¬ 
ments. Mark or Sara: 07741 770897 
STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 
Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 


removals 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


rubbish removal 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 


A 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland ISfews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 




ROSEDENE RESCUE 
CENTRE 

1, Radley Road, Rushall, 
Walsall. WS4 1LN. 

01922 627013. 

Open Monday to Saturday 
11am - 5pm. 

Sundays - Bank Holidays 
11am - 4pm. 

Takes in relinquished dogs 
from owners, all areas (if they 
are vet checked/up to date with 
jabs.) 

Donations of doa food, toys, 
bedding and vetbills always 
appreciated. 


YOUNG ZEBRA FINCHES free if 
collected. Wall Heath area. 

Call 01384 273281. 


Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 




\ 
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Property 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

DOUBLE ROOM, in shared house, 
Willenhall Road, £65pw inc bills. 
07904 106847. 


MOBILE HOME FOR SALE 
RESIDENTIAL RETIREMENT 
SITE 

Knowlesands, Bridgnorth. 
Atlas 39ft, 2 bedroom. 

1 en suite. 

Beautiful views across River 
Severn Valley and Severn 
Valley Railway runs at rear of 
sight. 

For enquires call 
07976 090870. 


properties wanted 



erf purchase price 

H^UBRYkCTME-il 


4 Your House 


I You agree the price, we buy the house... 

• NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 
I • FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 


dB®®® 

® 


■■■ 91199 : 916 : 
1384 500 500 ™ 


FOR YOUR PROPERTY 

• Reposessions stopped • Legal fees paid 

• Houses bought in any condition • Probate Estates Welcome 

CASH PAID WITHIN DAYS! * Mort 9 a 9 es ! Loans Cleared 

08001216007 honSSuyers 


Friendly, local company here to help you 7 days a week. Est. 10 years. 


r www.oakwood-homebuyers.com 1 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


Purchase Agreed Within 


7 PA 


ed Within 

YS 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 

We can help you all circumstances considered 
make a fresh start C0MPLETE 0N DATE T0 SUIT 

With solutions to suit ... FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 

you can clear your debts EPEE FRIENDLY ADVICE 

and make a fresh start LOCAL COMPANY 

I MARION I PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 


*Terms and 
Conditions apply 

OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 



ti 


THANK YOU 
CLASSIFIEDS! 


For great business results call 

01902 319191 


“I am really pleased 
with the response I 
get from my Classified 
Advertising! 

Our directory page on 
expressandstar.com has 
generated extra activity 
on our website.” 

Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 

Classified is 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


PENN 

Elegant two bedroom 
retirement flat with lovely views. 
Immaculate decor, curtains, 
carpets, nearby bus stop, 
shops and parks, 
£100,000. 

07504 550167. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Jobs 


WINDOW/CURTAIN WALL 

Installers & Site Glaziers Required 
for Commercial Contracts. Experi¬ 
ence & ability to drive essential 
0121 585 0822 


HALESOWEN 
DENTAL LABORATORY 
(Crown & Bridge) 

are seeking a 

full time 

MODEL ROOM TECHNICIAN 

Experience helpful but not 
essential as training will be 
given. To work in our busy fast 
paced model room. 
Duties to include: all aspects of 
model making and to help in 

laboratory where necessary. 
Hours 8am - 5pm. 
Wages negotiable 
Email CV to: 

info@sterlinglabs.co.uk 


MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

JOBSDAY 


jobs 


courses 

L _ 




BIRMINGHAM: WOLVERHAMPTON: 

25-26 SEPT. & 30 N0V-1 DEC. 16-17 SEPT, 

also STOKE ON TRENT: 2-3 SEPT, and TELFORD: 23-24 OCT. 

Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN ASA 

PHLEBOTOMIST 


awarding a Nationally Recognised 

Certificate in Phlebotomy 

• Two day course 

• First step onto Allied 
Healthcare Career Path 

• Accredited - Advanced 

• No previous experience 
needed 



^SSB 


WILL BUY 


FIAT PANDA 1.1 ECO 

2010, black, 

66,500 miles, 
good clean condition, 
new tyres, 

recent service including timing 
belt change, 

12 months MoT, 
one previous owner, 

£1,495 ono. 

01384 863330 
or 07905 432569. 


PEUGEOT 407 SE HDi 

Diesel, 1.6, 4 door Saloon, 
124,000 miles, alloy wheels, 
Air con, radio/CD, blue. 

£500. 

01902 564428. 



PEUGOET 206CC 

2003, 75,398 Miles, SILVER, 
electric windows, air bag, air 
con, fsh, alarm, MoT, Iona MoT, 
central locking, pas, Alloys, 
Stereo, CD, Leather Interior 

£650 ono 

07833462133 


MNA Media 


FEATURES 1 

writer/ 

SUB EDITOR 



MNA Media has an exciting opportunity for a 
talented Features Writer/ Sub Editor to work 
across a wide range of publications, including 
the Express and Star, Shropshire Star, the 
group’s weekly series and its expanding 
portfolio of magazines. 

You will need to be a dedicated and hard 
working individual who can remain calm under 
pressure, manage your time to meet tight deadlines 
and transform copy to ensure that it is appealing 
to our audience. You will be a talented journalist, 
comfortable writing everything from a commercial 
profile to magazine features. 

You will also need to be a great communicator, 
have an excellent eye for accuracy and be able 
to work effectively with colleagues from all 
departments to ensure content of the highest 
quality is delivered across the MNA’s print titles. 

InDesign skills are preferable but not essential 
as training will be given. 


You will have bright and original ideas, as well 
as be a fast, accurate copy sub with a flexible 
approach. A proven ability to work in collaboration 
with advertising teams would be an advantage. 

Duties: 

Work closely with colleagues in advertising 
to plan, develop and maximise commercial 
opportunities for the MNA. 

Source, write and sub content for use in the 
Express and Star, Shropshire Star, magazines and 
weekly titles. 

Compile supplements and commercial profiles 
on a wide variety of subjects including property, 
homes, education, travel and business. 

Compile and sub television and letters pages. 
Contribute ideas and content to magazine projects. 

Work closely with news desk and digital 
teams to ensure good communication across all 
departments. 


To apply send a CV and covering letter to Martin Wright/Caroline Jones to 
editorial.support@shropshirestar.co.uk Postal applications to: Martin Wright, Editor, 
Shropshire Star, Ketley, Telford TF1 5HU. Closing Date: July 14. 


Owners of Express & Star Ltd and Shropshire Newspapers Ltd 


Express & Star STAR 
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FIRST CAR 


RENAULT CLIO 1.2 
DYNAMIQUE 

2004, 9 months MoT, 

metallic silver, sun roof, alloy 
wheels, CD player, very clean, 
only 75,000 miles, 3-dr. 

£795. 

07515 532098. 
Wolverhampton. 


BARGAIN 


RENAULT SCENIC 

03, 1,4cc, 
excellent condition, 
low mileage, 
with electric hoist. 

Very good on fuel, 

12 months MoT. 

£1,200 o.n.o. 

01384 441567/07799 308835. 


MUST BE SEEN 


VAUXHALLASTRA 
1.6 CLUB 

PAS, remote central locking, 
CD player, 55 reg, alloys, 

11 months MoT, 
excellent condition. 

£1,350 ono. 

01384 350369. 


MUST BE SEEN 


VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 SXi 

Black, petrol, 52 reg, 
MoT till January 2018, 
84,000 miles, 
very clean car. 

£575 ono. 

07732 203327. 


IMMACULATE 


VAUXHALL VECTRA 
2.0 DIESEL 





HONDA JAZZ l-VTECEXCVT 

2012, 9k miles, AUTO, Blue, 
elec windows & mirrors, air bag, 
air con, fsh, long MoT, central 
locking, cruise control, Alloys, 
spots. Genuine reason for sale. 

£7,250 ono 
01384 835719 


4X4 


LANDROVER 
DEFENDER 90 

2.4 TDCi, 2008, hard top, 
3-dr, manual, grey, 
alloy wheels, electric windows, 
tow bar, 2 owners from new, 
full main dealer service history, 
excellent condition. 
Reduced to sell 
£13,750. 

07411 414284. 



MAZDA MX5 CONVERTIBLE 


1.8, MKIII, 
2007, blue, 
59,080 miles, 
MoT July 15, 2018, 

£4,200 o.n.o. 
01902 333072. 



MERCEDES BENZ C180 


KOMPRESSOR PETROL 
AUTO 

55 reg., 4-dr, 
silver, FSH, 

65,000 miles, 

MoT December, 
immaculate condition. 


2007 

Outstanding condition 
Two owners from new, 
Full MoT. 
£1,250 ono. 
07913 821657. 





FIAT 500 POP 


1,2cc, 2009, full MoT, 
67,000 miles, blue, 
exceptional little car, FSH, 

£2,295 ovno. 
Stourbridge 
01384 440919. 


LOW MILEAGE 


FIAT PANDA EASY 1.2 

63 reg., two lady owners, 
14K miles, 

MoT till September 2017. 
Parking sensors, spare wheel, 
roof bars, 

excellent condition, 
£3,750 ono. 

Telephone/text 
07929 827428 


£3,195 ono 
01384 341641 / 
07982 244856. 



PEUGEOT 207 
1.6 HDi SPORT 


2008 reg, black, 72,000 miles, 
12 months MoT, 
very good condition. 

£2,500 ono. 

07910 817966. 



PEUGEOT WHEELCHAIR 
TEPEE 


2014, 8,000 miles, blue, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, 
electric mirrors, air con, fsh, 
MoT, auto, pas, diesel, tax. 

£9,995 ono 

01384 872370. 


MUST BE SEEN 


FORD FUSION PURSUIT 
1.4 TDCi 

2007 

Only 36k miles, 

FSH 

Excellent condition. 

£1,995. 

07976 359922. 


MUST BE SEEN 


RENAULT CLIO 
EXPRESSION 

One owner, 2006, genuine 
23,000 miles, many extras 
including full sunroof, alloys 
wheels and automatic, MoT 
March 2018, FSH. 

£ 2 , 200 . 

07507 765451. 



RENAULT CLIO 
DYNAMIQUE 

2010, 32,000 miles, abs, 
electric windows, electric 
mirrors, air con, MoT, central 
locking, pas, Stereo 

£2,699. 


CLASSIC CAR 


MIN11988 

11 months MoT, 25,000 miles 
from new, 2 owners. 

Genuine reason for sale. 

£2,500 ovno. 



THULE HIRE 
& SALES 


07879 403302. 


BARGAIN 


SUZUKI ALTO 

Silver, October 2013. 
39,000 miles. 

MoT till September 2017 
FSH. 

£2,750. 

01384 214817. 



SUZUKI SX41.6 PETROL 

2006. 

11 months MoT. 
83,000 Miles. 
Excellent condition. 

£2,600 ono. 

01384 258781. 



TOYOTA AGO 

2010, 998cc, 


Group 1 insurance, 
lots of MoT, 

£20 tax per year, 
excellent condition. 
£1,595 

07851 213316. 


MUST BE SEEN 


TOYOTA YARIS 1.3 

2005, 5dr hatchback. 

2 lady owners from new. 
full MoT, recently serviced. 
Service history. 
Immaculate condition. 


0121 422 2180. 


WANTED, CLASSIC Car. Private 
cash buyer. Any condition, anything 
considered. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 


HONDA CRF250 

2008, twin pipe, new plastics, 
very good condition, 

£1,650 ono. 

07836 568903. 


IMMACULATE 


HONDA SCOOTER 
SHI 25 ADE 

Red. 2015. 
Immaculate. 

Only 1,700 miles. 

Large wheels. 

Anti lock brakes. 

£ 2 , 100 . 

01584 872395. Ludlow 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 



alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 


Roof Boxes, Roof Bars 
and Cycle carriers. 


BEST PRICES. 

Wolves Hire 
01902 746723 


Tettenhall Road, WV6 OLE 


\ 


Local 

Information 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 
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Personals 



ATTRACTIVE lonely Female 
seeking broadminded males within 
a 20 mile radius. 01902 489 181. 


BRITISH INDIAN MAN 


£1,950. 

07780 333067. 



VAUXHALL CORSA 


EXCLUSIV 

1.2 Petrol, 2012 (62), 53K 
Miles, Grey, abs, electric 
windows, air bag, air con, fsh, 
MoT, central locking, AUX Con 
& CD, 5 Door. 

£3,800 

07954 431228 


MUST BE SEEN 


VAUXHALL VECTRA 
1.8 CLUB 

2001 . 

One owner from new. 
FSH. 

136,000 miles. 
Immaculate 

£795 ono. 
01562 823186. 


LOW MILEAGE 


VW POLO 1.4 

2007, 21,700 miles, black 
metallic, lady owner, alloys, 
MoT November, very good con¬ 
dition. 

Genuine car, 

£ 2 , 100 . 

07506 767831. 


KIA CARENS 
WANTED 

2012-2014. 


Private cash buyer. 

01902 636363. 



OLD CLASSIC CAR 


Triumph / MG / Jaguar / 
Porsche etc anything interest¬ 
ing, as project / investment, 
condition not important. 


Please telephone Ron 


07424 399776. 


BUY 

LOCAL 

SELL 

LOCAL 


01902 317878 

\ Classifiedflds 


Would like to meet single 
women for pubs, holidays, stop 
overs, general company. 

Box Number P20850, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


CLASSIC GUY, 54 
SLIM, 5FT 10INS 

Black hair, brown eyes. 
Loving, kind, caring, sincere, 
easygoing, romantic, sensitive, 
spiritual, friendly. 

Own business. 

Looking for a female soulmate 
to share my life with. 

Age unimportant. 

Single Moms welcome. 

Box Number P20851 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



Stffijg&S 


Football club are holding trials 
for Under Boys, 15’s next 
Saturday 8th July at 1 pm 
Successful players will receive: 
* free boots 
* home and away kit 
* tracksuit * training kit 

* all monthly fee paid (free) 

* chartered standard club 
Boys of Proven ability. 

If you wish to attend please 
call Paul on 07774 822222 


sports clubs 


GENTLEMAN, EARLY 60 s 

Seeking a lady between 48-60 
for a Fong term relationship. 
I’m a very kind and trustworthy 
person, I live on my own and am 
self employed, I’m very 
outgoing, I enjoy walking, going 
out for meals and going on 
holiday. 

It would be nice to have 
someone to share these things 
with. 

Genuine replies only please. 

If possible a recent photo would 
be appreciated. 

Box Number P20854, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


LOOK 

GENUINE, CARING, SLIM 
ATTRACTIVE MAN, 54 

Would like to meet genuine 
lady, 40-60 for friendship and 
evenings out. 

Box Number P20847, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 



MR MAGIC 

You are kind, caring, loving and 
the best person in the world, I 
love you with all my heart and 
soul. 

All my love, Mrs Magic. 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX 



★ ★★ 

TALL TRIM ROUGH AND 
READY BUILDER 

55, honest and caring, own 
house and car, holiday home 
abroad. 

WLTM respectable lady of 
similar age, must be honest and 
sincere. 

Holidays UK and abroad. 

Box Number P20848, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


UPTOWN GIRL 
(61) 

Attractive, witty and stylish and 
ultimately seeking that last 
enduring romance with tall, fun, 
articulate Uptown boy! 
Please write a brief note telling 
me something about yourseFf 
along with a telephone number 
ancFrecent photo (if possible) 
Will return photo. 
Downtown boys need not 
apply! 

Box Number P20846, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


WIDOW 75 

Smart appearance, 
WLTM tall widower, medium 
build, for days out and 
Friendship. 

Genuine replies only. 

I live in the Bushbury area of 
Wolverhampton. 

Box Number P20853, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1ES. 


LOOK 

WOLVERHAMPTON GUY, 56 

Slim, fit, single, own house and 
car, non smoker, very loving, 
understanding, WLTM slim, 
medium lady, local, for genuine 
friendship / relationship. 
Box Number P20852 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



BRIERLEY HILL BULLETS 

Charter Standard Club 

Looking for Players of all 



Saturday for 6 weeks at Thorns 
Park, Quarry Bank from 
10.30am 

We are also looking for 
Coaches, so if you are 
interested please get in 
touch. 

FA Level 1 training can be 
arranged for new Coaches. 

Tony: 07977 308183 
Keith: 07986 666589. 



SEDGLEY WHITE 
LIONS F.C. 

UNDER 15’S 

Require 2 or 3 quality players to 
complete their squad for the 
forthcoming season in the 
Stourbridge League. 

We were last seasons Walsall 
League runners up and are 
currently being trained by 
Richard Sneekes, EX W.B.A. 
and Holland International. 
Interested ? 

Ring Kevin 01902 674246 or 
07738 624766. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 

1. Midland News Association Limited All publications in this group are published 
by the Midland News Association Limited, registered office Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton WV1 1 ES (‘the Company’) and this is the address to which any 
notices should be sent. 

2. Acceptance The Company will only accept advertising on these standard terms 
and no other contract terms or conditions will apply other than those which are 
implied by statute and cannot lawfully be excluded. In particular the Company 
will not accept advertising on the basis of advertiser’s terms and conditions. 

3. Content of Advertisements All advertisements must be legal decent honest and 
truthful. Advertisements must comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes under the general supervision of the Advertising 
Standards Authority. Advertisements must comply with the requirements of all 
current legislation including but not limited to the following:- All advertisements 
must clearly differentiate between trade and private advertising as required by 
the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977. Advertisements offering 
credit or hire facilities must comply with the Consumer Credit (Advertisement) 
Regulations 1980. 

All descriptions of goods must be accurate and in no way infringe the provisions 
of the Trades Descriptions Act 1968. 

Advertisements must not contain any material which is defamatory. You must 
have permission to use any material contained in your advertisement and must 
not infringe the copyright moral rights or any other right of any third party. 

The Company reserves the right to refuse to carry any advertisement or to 
require amendment of any advertisement in its absolute discretion. 

4. Appearance of Advertisements Whilst the Company makes every effort to 
comply with requests, publication on a particular date or in a particular position 
cannot be guaranteed. The Company reserves the right to alter, suspend, cancel 
or reject an advertisement at its discretion even after the same has been accepted 
for publication without being liable to compensate you. You will not be charged 
for any advertisement which does not appear. If only a part of a series of 
advertisements appears you will only be charged for the advertisements in the 
series which actually appear. The Company does not guarantee the publication 
or extent of supporting editorial and your obligation to pay for advertising will 
not under any circumstances be dependent upon the appearance or content of 
editorial. No liability will be accepted for non-appearance of editorial. The 
Company does not guarantee that advertising will not appear for similar or the 
same subject matter to your advertisement and no liability shall be accepted as 
a result of such advertising appearing. It is the advertiser’s responsibility to 
provide any amended copy, whether by electronic or other format, and the 
Company does not guarantee that it will be able to or will agree to modify, amend 
or alter any file or copy supplied to it. 

5. Liability The Company’s liability for any loss or damage caused by any error or 
omission in the advertisement or any other breach of contract shall not in any 
circumstances exceed a full refund of any price paid by the advertiser to the 
Company for the publication of the advertisement or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of the same type as that which originally appeared. 
Where a series of advertisements is booked the Company’s liability shall not in 
any circumstances exceed the value of the first advertisement in the series. In 
the event of any error, misprint or omission in the publication of the 
advertisement the Company will either re-publish the advertisement or the 
relevant parts of the advertisement or make a reasonable refund of or adjustment 
to the cost of the advertisement. If the error does not materially detract from 
the advertisement then no re-publication, refund or adjustment will be made. It 
is the advertiser’s responsibility to check the content of advertisements and the 
Company will not accept any liability for loss or damage, or obligation to 
republish or make a refund or adjustment, arising from re-publication of an 
advertisement containing an error, misprint or omission which has not been 
identified by the advertiser after first publication. 

6. Box numbers The Company accepts no liability for loss or damage caused by 
delay in forwarding or omission to forward to the advertiser replies to Box 
Numbers. Box Numbers must not be used for sending goods, distributing 
circulars or communications from agents. The Company reserves the right to 
open and inspect all replies to Box Number and to destroy goods, circulars of 
communications from agents which are discovered during an inspection. 

7. Inspection The Company shall be entitled at any time to inspect any goods or 
services advertised and may decline to carry further advertising if such 
inspection is not permitted or if in the Company’s opinion the provision of further 
advertising facilities is not appropriate in view of the nature or quality of the 
goods or services. 

8. Indemnity The advertiser, including any advertising agency involved in placing 
any advertisement, warrants that it has permission to use for publication by 
electronic and printed means all material which is included in the advertisement. 
The advertiser and any advertising agency involved in placing any advertisement 
agree to indemnify the Company in respect of all charges, costs, claims or 
damage arising out of the publication of the advertisement, whether the same 
result from actual or threatened legal action or from some other cause. 

9. Cancellation On a request for cancellation or amendment of a classified 
advertisement being accepted, you will be given a cancellation or amendment 
number which must be quoted in all subsequent correspondence. Payment of 
the originally agreed price will be required in full for any advertisement in relation 
to which the advertiser is unable to supply a valid cancellation or amendment 
number. Cancellation can only be accepted if the Company is notified of the 
cancellation by no later than the following deadlines:- 

Lineage, Semi Display - By no later than 6.30pm on the working day prior to 
publication. Advertisements to appear on Monday must be cancelled by 10 am 
on the preceding Saturday 

Classified Display - By no later than 24 hours before the date of publication 
Colour/Features - By no later than 10 clear days before the date of publication 
To cancel Lineage, Semi Display and Classified Display advertisements please 
telephone 01902 317878. To cancel Colour/Features advertisements please 
speak to the Representative through whom the advertisement was booked. 

10. Rates Advertising rates are as laid out in the Company’s current rate card which 
is available on request from the Company’s offices. The rates may be varied 
from time to time in the Company’s absolute discretion and without prior 
notification of the intended variation. The revised rate will be charged for any 
advertising ordered after the date of variation. 

All gross advertising rates except classified lineage and semi-display are subject 
to a 0.1% Advertising Standards Board of Finance levy payable by advertisers 
to help finance the self-regulatory system administered by the Advertising 
Standards Authority. 

11. Payment The Company reserves the right to require pre-payment as a condition 
of any advertisement being published. Where pre-payment is not required unless 
different credit terms have been agreed with the advertiser in writing payment 
must be made within 14 days of the date of issue of the Company’s invoice. An 
additional £2.00 booking charge will be payable if the invoice is not paid in full 
within this 14 day period. 

Any additional credit facilities which are offered are at the Company’s absolute 
discretion. The advertiser’s liability shall be for the full amount of all advertising 
ordered and shall not be limited to the amount of any credit limit which the 
Company may impose. 

Payment may be made by [method] cash, cheque or credit/debit card. The 
advertiser’s obligation to pay for other items on an account shall not be affected 
by the existence of any query over an individual item within that account. 

12. Data Protection Act The advertiser’s details will be retained by the Company for 
the purposes of administering our accounts records and so that the Company 
may notify the advertiser of future advertising opportunities which may be of 
interest to you. By placing advertising with the Company the advertiser agrees 
to your details being used for this purpose. 

13. Applicable Law These conditions of acceptance shall be governed by and 
interpreted in accordance with the law of England and Wales. 
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No frills make for a good 
ride in the new Suzuki Swift 



The car’s new design quickly grows on potential buyers 


By James Parker _ 

When the first images of the new Swift were 
released, they weren’t exactly met with a warm 
reception. To many, the character of the earlier 
models had been lost, leaving a rather sober-looking 
and soulless hatchback in their place. 

The good news is that in the metal, the Swift is a car 
that quickly grows on you. The more time you spend 
with it, the more you come to like its new aesthetic. 

While it might not be sort of car that tugs on your 
heartstrings and inspires on overwhelming sense of 
desire when you first cast your eyes upon it, it’s still an 
attractive little car. 

If you were to sum the feel of the Swift’s cabin up in 
one word, it would have to be ‘unpretentious’. It’s not the 
sort of car that’s gunning for the position of best in class 
as far as its interior is concerned, which means you can 
forgive the abundance of scratchy plastics that are used 
throughout. 

The Swift won’t be the subject of many complaints as 
far as interior space is concerned - particularly in the 
front. Headroom is plentiful, and while the Suzuki is a 
fairly compact little car, it certainly doesn’t feel cramped. 

Family buyers will be pleased to hear that a similar 
theme continues in the back seats, too. Although the 
new Swift might be 10mm shorter than its predecessor, 



The Swift isn’t big - but you’ll still have room for 
weekend bags 


headroom has not been compromised in the rear, and 
adults will be able to sit in comfort even if they find 
themselves behind a taller front passenger. 

At 254 litres, boot space is hardly class leading, but it 
will easily swallow a couple of weekend bags and still 
leave a fair amount of space to spare. 

Suzuki offers the Swift with a choice of two different 
petrol engines. The first is the 1.0-litre, three-cylinder 
Boosterjet unit that has appeared in the likes of the 
Baleno and S-Cross and was fitted to our test car. 

In standard guise, it produces HObhp and 170Nm 
of torque, and is capable of shifting the Suzuki from 
0-60mph in a not-so-swift 10.4 seconds when paired 
with a manual transmission. 

Our test car featured Suzuki’s ‘mild hybrid’ system, 
known as SHVS. This offers a slight - although barely 
noticeable - boost in performance over the regular 
engine, while fuel economy improves from 61.4mpg to 
65.7mpg. C02 emissions stand at 97g/km with SHVS, 
compared with the standard engine’s 104g/km. 

While the Boosterjet is certainly a competent little 
motor, and does a good job of getting the Swift up to 
speed in a respectable fashion, under hard acceleration 
it does sound strained. 

A larger 1.2-litre four-cylinder engine is also available 
with the Swift. It produces 89bhp and 120Nm of torque 
for a 0-60mph time of 11.7 seconds. This engine is also 
available with the SHVS system, which allows for C02 
emissions of lOlg/km, while fuel economy stands at 
62.8mpg on the combined cycle. 

While the Swift is by no means a hugely powerful car, 
thanks to its small size and the fact that it weighs just 
840kg, on a windy road it feels like a little go-kart. The 
steering is light and allows you to point the Swift where 
you want with ease, while the notchy five-speed manual 
has a purposeful feel to it. 

There is a fair amount of body roll through the corners, 
but as far as grip is concerned, the Swift feels planted. 
Rough surfaces can cause it to bounce around a bit, 
however, so it will be interesting to see how it copes on 
British tarmac. 

The Swift was well-mannered on the motorway and 
didn’t feel unstable at cruising speeds. While there was a 
fair amount of wind noise, it isn’t enough to make a long 
journey exhausting. 

In town, its small proportions made navigating tight, 
busy streets much easier. 

Suzuki can consider the new Swift a job well done. 

It’s certainly not the most exciting car on the market, 
or the most luxurious, but there was something rather 
charming about its unpretentious, no-nonsense manner. 
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Oak Garage 

Specialists In One Owner, Low Mile 


w' .co.uk 

Specialists In One Owner, Low Mileage, 
Full Service History, Ex Motability Vehicles 


Low Mileage Now 

64 Peugeot 108 Hatchback 1.2 VTi Allure 5dr Grey Only 1030 Miles £7,495 £7,695 

63 Nissan Micra Hatchback 1.2 Acenta Green Only 5000 Miles £6,995 

62 Kia Venga 1.4 EcoDynamics 2 Blue Only 6000 Miles £6,995 

14 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 VTi 16V Exclusive EGS6 Blue 7000 Miles £8,995 

14 Seat Leon Diesel 1.6 TDI SE 5dr DSG Tech Blue 7000 Miles £9,995 £10,495 

14 Vauxhall Astra Sports Tourer 2.0 CDTi Elite Auto Brown 8000 Miles £8,995 

15 Citroen Cl Hatchback 1.0 VTi Flair ETG Grey Only 9000 Miles £7,695 £7,995 

62 Citroen Berlingo 1.6 HDi Air XTR EGS6 Blue With Hoist 10000 Miles £8,995 

63 Ford Focus Diesel 1.6 TDCi 115 Zetec Red Only 11000 Miles £8,495 £8,995 

14 Hyundai 120 Hatchback 1.2 Active Silver Only 12000 Miles 


Citroen 

59 Citroen C3 Picasso Diesel 1.6 HDi 16V Exclusive Red 15k 
12 Citroen C3 Picasso Diesel Estate 1.6 HDi 8V VTR+ Grey 30k 

12 Citroen C4 Grand Picasso 1.6 e-HDi Air VTR+ EGS6 Grey 32k 

14 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Airdream VTR+ Silver 17k 

14 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Exclusive+ Red 62k 

11 Citroen C4 Picasso Diesel 1.6 HDi VTR+ Silver 45k 

06 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Exclusive 4dr Auto White 79k 
57 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto Silver 62k 

57 Citroen C6 Diesel Saloon 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto Black 

14 Citroen Gr C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Air Exclusive-i- ETG6 Blue 21 k 

15 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Exclusive+ ETG6 Red 44k 

14 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi Exclusive ETG6 Blue 41k 
Ford 

15 Ford B-max Hatchback 1.6 Zetec Powershift Blue 16k 

13 Ford C-max Diesel Estate 1.6 TDCi Zetec Blue 33k 

14 Ford C-max Diesel Estate 1.6 TDCi Zetec Brown 19k 

63 Ford Fiesta Hatchback 1.0 EcoBoost Zetec Blue 19k 
13 Ford Fiesta Hatchback 1.6 Zetec Powershift Black 22k 

64 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi 115 Zetec Navigator White 29k 
09 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi Zetec Silver 84k 

63 Ford Focus Diesel 1.6 TDCi 115 Zetec Black 32k 

61 Ford Focus Diesel 1.6 TDCi 115 Zetec Blue 31 k 

62 Ford Focus Diesel Hatchback 1.6 TDCi 115 Zetec White 89k 

13 Ford Focus Hatchback 1.6 Zetec 5dr White 13k 

14 Ford Grand C-max Diesel 1.6 TDCi Titanium White 14k 
Nissan 

14 Nissan Juke Hatchback 1.6 Acenta 5dr Red 24k 

63 Nissan Juke Hatchback 1.6 Acenta White 23k 

58 Nissan Micra Hatchback 1.4 Tekna Black 54k 

14 Nissan Note 1.2 DiG-S Acenta Premium Blue 50k 
14 Nissan Note 1.5 dCi Acenta Premium 5dr Blue 27k 
14 Nissan Note Diesel Hatchback 1.5 dCi Tekna Grey 19k 
14 Nissan Qashqai 1.5 dCi Acenta Premium Blue 24k 

60 Nissan Qashqai Diesel 1.5 dCi [110] Tekna Beige 48k 
Peugeot 

63 Peugeot 2008 1.6 e-HDi Active EGC Brown 21 k 
63 Peugeot 2008 Diesel Estate 1.6 e-HDi Allure White 33k 
63 Peugeot 208 Hatchback 1.6 VTi Allure Auto Grey 40k 
14 Peugeot 3008 Diesel Estate 1.6 HDi Active Grey 17k 
13 Peugeot 308 Diesel 1.6 HDi 92 Access Silver 71k 
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£5,795 

£6,295 

£8,295 

£9,295 

£9,495 

£9,295 

£9,795 

£6,995 
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£9,995 

£7,295 

£7,495 

£7,495 

£7,695 

£13,295 

£13,495 

£12,795 

£11,795 

£8,795 

£8,995 

£7,795 

£7,995 

£8,995 

£7,995 

£8,295 
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£9,495 

£2,995 

£3,295 
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£8,795 

£11,295 


£8,995 
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£8,795 
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£9,295 

£7,795 

£7,995 

£8,795 

£7,495 

£9,495 

£4,295 

£4,795 


Vauxhall 

10 Vauxhall Astra 1,6i 16V Exclusiv Auto Blue 68k 

64 Vauxhall Astra Tourer 2.0 CDTI 165 Sri Black 24k 

58 Vauxhall Combo 1.3 CDTi Auto With Access Ramp Silver 81 k 
14 Vauxhall Meriva 1.6 CDTi 16V eco Exclusiv Blue 19k 

62 Vauxhall Meriva Estate 1.4i 16V SE Grey 23k 

65 Vauxhall Mokka Diesel 1.6 CDTi ecoFLEX SE Black 22k 
14 Vauxhall Mokka Hatchback 1,6i SE Blue 21 k 

63 Vauxhall Zafira 1.7 CDTi ecoFLEX Exclusiv [110] Grey 23k 
60 Vauxhall Zafira 1.7 CDTi ecoFLEX Exclusiv [110] Silver 44k 
14 Vauxhall Zafira Estate 1.8i Exclusiv Brown 16k 

Others 

10 Honda Civic Hatchback 1.8 i-VTEC Si Red 69k 
57 Honda Jazz Hatchback 1.4 i-DSi SE 5dr Black 73k 

64 Kia Spoilage Diesel Estate 2.0 CRDi KX-2 Blue 18k 
14 Mercedes-benz B Class B180 CDI Sport White 42k 
14 Mini Countryman Diesel 2.0 Cooper S D Bronze 20k 

14 Renault Clio 1.5 dCi 90 Dynamique S MediaNav Energy Red 21 k 

65 Renault Grand Scenic 1.5 dCi Dynamique Nav Black 20k 

14 Skoda Yeti Outdoor Estate 1.2 TSI SE White 27k 

11 Toyota Yaris 1.33 WT-i T Spirit Nav Silver 87k 

13 Volkswagen Golf Diesel Hatchback 1.6 TDI 105 SE Blue 16k 


£3,995 

£4,695 


£8,495 

£2,495 

£2,995 

£7,295 

£7,495 


£6,495 


£12,495 

£9,995 

£10,495 

£7,495 

£7,995 


£5,995 


£7,495 

£4,495 

£4,995 

£2,695 

£2,995 

£14,495 

£14,995 


£12,495 

£11,795 

£11,995 

£7,995 

£8,795 


£11,995 


£10,995 

£3,295 

£3,495 

£10,295 

£10,995 


Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit I , Sterling Park, Brierley Hill DY5 ITB 

Tel: 0 I 384 906030 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: I I -4 
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ROAD TEST 


“MOTORING 


Honda 'driving machine' packs a punch 


HONDA CIVIC TYPE RGT, £32,995 



Put away £33,000 for the Honda, which will really zoom up to 62mph 


By Ian Donaldson 


DON’T tell BMW, but someone has pinched 
its famous boast; buy one and you’ll have 
the ‘ultimate driving machine’. 

The cheeky interloper is Honda, more 
specifically the company’s latest, hottest, 
brashest, loudest version of the Civic Type R. 

And there on a presentation screen at the 
press drive event in BMW’s homeland were 
the three words that the 169mph Civic wants 
to take as its own. 

But, you ask, is 320 horsepower and a 
deeply serious approach to building this 
winged, spoilered and extravagantly vented 
Type R enough to deserve any of that trio of 
well used words? 

Quite probably; there is no denying its 
performance potential and Honda has the 
video to prove it. 

Around the notoriously unforgiving 
Nurburgring race track, long considered 
too dangerous for grand prix cars but now a 
stretch of tortuous tarmac for everyone to hire 
at 25 euros a lap. 

The latest Type R polished off the 14.1 miles 
in 7mins 43.8secs to claim a record for any 
front-wheel drive production car. If you’re the 
sort of youngish thruster who might sell his 
mother for a down payment on a new one, this 
time matters. A lot. 

Other rivals - the likes of the Ford Focus 
RS and Volkswagen’s Golf R - are also no 
slouches round the Ring but the Type R is 
unarguably in the mix now. It is also, by a 
useful margin, less expensive than either of 
them. 

You can have the hottest Honda hatch for 
£30,995 but nearly everyone will find another 
£2,000 for the GT model, which comes with 
goodies including satellite navigation, dual 
zone climate control, wireless charging pad, 

11 speaker sound system and a clutch of 
added safety features like blind spot warning 
and cross traffic monitor which keeps watch 
as you reverse from a parking space. 

None of these features are fundamental to 
the nature of the beast that is the new Type 
R. And at its beating heart is a modestly 


reworked version of the 2.0 litre engine from 
the old car, forcing 320 metric horses (up 10 
horsepower) through its front wheels, now 
wrapped in larger alloys and carrying wider, 
super sticky tyres. 

Thank a turbocharger for giving the Type R 
the sort of mid-range back shove you might 
be pleased with in a junior Lamborghini 
and enough to max out at 169mph, not 
approached on an unrestricted but busy 
stretch of autobahn, with this driver finding the 
brake pedal as the speedo eagerly chased its 
way to double the UK motorway limit. 

The hot RS from Ford manages 165mph and 
is usefully faster to 62mph than the Honda 
(4.7 seconds plays 5.7 seconds) but it feels 
less ferocious, which may not be a virtue in 
this type of machine. 

Magic 

The £33,500 Golf R is also quicker to the 
magic 62mph than the newcomer, posting 
a 4.7 seconds time but its top speed is 
electronically limited to a ‘mere’ 155mph. 

It also feels more mature and less exciting 
to drive, and might well appeal to a rather 
different sort of enthusiast. 

Buying the Honda will save you a PCP 
payment (£299 monthly on a three-year 
contract) thanks to lower exhaust emissions, 
with a £500 first year tax hit versus £800 for 
the Ford and VW (actual C02 readings are 
170/175/180g/km). 

You won’t buy any of these hottest hatches 
to worry about fuel economy, but for the 
record the Honda is officially best at 38.7mpg 
with the Golf next at 37.7mpg and the Ford 
trailing with 36.7mpg. None will approach that 
on the road, of course, let alone if let loose on 
a circuit track day. 

But back to the bits that might make you 
badly want a four-door Civic Type R parked 
outside the house, raring to head for a track or 
deserted mountain pass high in the Alps. 

We’ve looked at the engine, but the 
engineers have been equally thorough in 
every other go-faster aspect of this Swindon- 
built superhatch. 

So, the brakes are big and made by Brembo, 


the go-to name for superior stopping power. A 
little larger than before, they took several laps 
of the many cornered EuroSpeedway without 
complaint, as did the specially developed 
Continental tyres with rubber as clingy as a 
needy child in a strop. 

There are now three driving modes, from 
comfort (which did a decent job of taming the 
ride on Germany’s surreally smooth roads) 
through sport, which tightens throttle, steering 
and damping to +R for the race track, where 
things sharpen to a scimitar-like level. 


All those body add-ons - enough to raise 
a smile and thumb’s up from a German 
van driver alongside in a traffic jam (yes, in 
Germany!) also make the Type R the only one 
of its breed to actually force the car down on 
the road at speed. 

Away from the track the Type R ought to 
prove a mostly undemanding companion 
when you simply want to get somewhere 
briskly, although the eyeball attracting 
triple exhaust pipe, especially developed to 
dampen droning in the cockpit is only a partial 


success. Ditto the revised rear suspension, 
which sets out to stop a mild uneasiness from 
the rear under heavy braking but still lets you 
know the back wheels are working hard as 
you slow hard. 

Minor details, these, in a car that shows 
Honda - once likened to a Japanese BMW 
thanks to its engineering focus - is fighting 
hard to wrench the German marque’s slogan 
from them. 

Ultimate driving machine? Not far off. 



✓Paintwork scratches 

Local: 01384 429568 
Mobile: 07500 858428 

Email us: halesowen.stourbridge@chipsaway.co.uk 

www.chipsawayhalesowenandstourbridge.co.uk 
Visit us: Unit 9 Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 
Bromley Street, Lye DY9 8HX 


✓Dented panels 


ChipsAway 

Scratches and scuffs won’t dent your pocket 


Free Estimates Lifetime Guarantee Most Repairs Completed in One Day 


Jordanne hits an ace with Suzuki 
Vitara at a family-run dealership 



Jordanne Whiley and Andy Cooper at Halesowen Motor House 


Jordanne Whiley MBE, the Paralympic 
medallist and multiple grand slam-winning 
wheelchair tennis player, has collected 
a brand new Suzuki Vitara SZ-T from 
the family-run Halesowen Motor House 
dealership on Dudley Road in Halesowen. 

The 24-year-old chose the specially-adapted 
Galactic Grey compact SUV for its stylish looks 
and comprehensive specification. 

Coming with air conditioning, satellite 
navigation, electric windows and 17-inch alloy 
wheels as standard, as well as up to 710 litres 
of luggage capacity, Jordanne required a car 
which would accommodate two wheelchairs 
and several bags for her training and 
competitive commitments. 

Jordanne Whiley MBE, said: “This is the first 
Suzuki that I have ever owned and I fell in love 
with the Vitara as soon as I saw it. 

“It’s very spacious, highly practical and 
economical to run, which is ideal, as I travel up 
and down the country and need to transport a 
lot of sports gear between venues. 

“Furthermore, with the added benefit of an 
affordable package on the Motability Scheme, 
it’s the perfect formula.” 

Andy Cooper, general manager at 
Halesowen Motor House, added: “We were 
delighted when Jordanne got in touch with us 
to help her meet her requirements, and we are 
very pleased that she now has a car that ticks 
all the boxes. 

“The Suzuki Vitara has proved one of the 
most popular purchases on the Motability 


programme, a worry-free leasing initiative 
which we have always been very passionate 
about. 

“We wish her many years of enjoyable 
motoring as she starts her journey with 
Suzuki.” 


Halesowen Motor House is located at Dudley 
Road, Halesowen, B63 3NH. 

For further information on the Suzuki product 
range, or to book a test drive, call 0121 503 
0001 or visit https://cars.suzuki.co.uk/dealers/ 
halesowen-motor-house. 
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Aaron Rai meets Colin Montgomerie as a five-year-old 


As a youngster in his back garden putting green in Perton 


Aaron aged 11 at Patshull Park with pro Richard Bissell 



Aaron Rai in action earlier this year 



Playing at 3 Hammers, aged four, watched by Gary Gilligan 


From putting in the back 
garden to a Major player 


WISCONSIN is a long way from Wolver¬ 
hampton - but it is a journey made pos¬ 
sible by dedication, determination and 
no little talent. 

So when 22-year-old Aaron Rai, who was 
born in Wolverhampton and raised in Perton, 
stepped out for the US Open at Erin Hills, 
he was rubbing shoulders with the cream of 
world golf, including four-time Major winner 
Rory Mcllroy and World No.l Dustin Johnson. 
Brooks Koepka took home the trophy. 

But Rai, who was watched by proud parents Amrik 
Singh and Dalvir Shukl, insisted it had been an 
‘amazing experience’. 

The Patshull Park member enjoyed a great start to 
his Major championship debut in the first round. The 
22-year-old was in the third group out and birdied the 
par-five first to claim an early share of the lead. 

He ended day one with a one-over-par 73 but a 
round of 80 on day two meant he missed the cut. 

But the former Perton Primary School and Wolver¬ 
hampton Grammar School boy, who has recorded two 
victories on the Challenge Tour this season, insisted 
he had enjoyed his experience. “It was great,” he said. 
“It was an amazing experience although I wasn’t 
aware of sharing the lead after one hole - maybe 71 
holes early!” 

Automatic 

Rai booked his place at Erin Hills by winning the 
36-hole international qualifying event at Walton 
Heath and another win on the Challenge Tour would 
secure automatic promotion to the European Tour. 

“It’s been a fantastic season so far, I couldn’t have 
asked for anything more,” added Rai. 

“It’s amazing to get a taste of it and it would be 
fantastic to have more opportunities in the future,” 
he said. 

At 7,845 yards, Erin Hills was the longest course in 
Major championship history, but Rai was not one of 
the players to complain about the deep rough lining 
the fairways. 

“I thought it was a great course,” he added. “It’s 
a very good test but it’s also fair at the same time. 
If you play well, get the ball in position and hit some 
good approach shots the greens are perfect so you can 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Joe Edwards 


“He’s just like anyone from 
the public, no big ego think¬ 
ing he is the best player in the 
world or anything like that.” 


give yourself some chances. But if you’re a little bit 
out on all of those you could run up some numbers on 
any hole. It was tough but very fair.” 

Major competition capped an incredible rise for the 
young professional is currently in just his second year 
on the European Challenge Tour - the second tier of 
professional golf. 

Rai made a stunning breakthrough winning the 
Kenya Open, in March, just weeks after his 22nd 
birthday. 

“Kenya was very special to win,” he said. “My mum 
was there and she was born in Kenya. It was a very 
special week.” 

From that success, a number of consistent perfor¬ 
mances have seen him shoot up the Challenge Tour 
order of merit as well as the world rankings. 

Another victory followed in Andalucia, Spain, put¬ 
ting him within one more Challenge Tour victory of 
securing a pass through to the full European Tour. 

“If you win three times in a year on the Challenge 
Tour you are through to the European Tour for the 
rest of this year and next year too,” he said. “I’ve had 
a pretty steady and consistent level of performance 
this year. 

“The top 15 players get on to the European Tour by 
right but I’ve only made a good start so far. There’s 
still a long, long way to go.” 

Rai has progress from his back garden putting 
green at his home in Perton where his family still 
lives - through coaching sessions at the 3 Hammers 
complex in Coven and on to the fairways at Patshull 
Park as one of its youngest members. 

The putting green at home is still there but it 


doesn’t look quite so new nowadays, said Rai. But he 
believed his own hard work was paying dividends. 

“Certainly with any sport you have to work hard 
to achieve your ambitions,” he said. “It’s a whole life¬ 
style that you have to adopt.” 

That has been in evidence since he was swinging a 
club as a four-year-old with his dad, and remembered 
by those who helped develop Rai’s burgeoning golfing 
talent of prodigal proportions. 

Richard Bissell, Patshull Park’s resident profes¬ 
sional, remembers Aaron’s work ethic well and is 
thrilled to see him find a place at golfs top table. 

“It is fantastic. I keep in touch with him on social 
media and I see him down the club quite often,” he 
said. 

“When he’s not playing, he is usually down here, 
in the gym. 

“It is testament to the hard work and his lev¬ 
el-headedness over the years - he has never got too 
big for his boots. 

“He keeps himself to himself a bit, but he’s just a 
nice guy and level-headed.” 

Progress 

And Bissell added: “He’s just like anyone from the 
public, no big ego thinking he is the best player in the 
world or anything like that. I have known him since 
he was five. I remember us welcoming him here, and 
we have seen him progress. 

“I said to quite a few people to watch out for him 
around six months ago, and he has proved me right.” 

And Ian Bonser, the owner of the 3 Hammers com¬ 
plex, also recalls a young boy driven to succeed, turn¬ 
ing into a man with immense dedication to his craft. 

“Aaron has been a regular visitor here since he was 
about four,” he recalled. 

“I’ve got a newspaper cutting from when he was a 
boy and it says he was born at 3.33am on the third 
of the third - and got his first hole-in-one on the par 
three course here.” 

And Bonser added: “Aaron is still a regular visitor 
here and he is still the same lad who came in back in 
about 1999. 

“The one thing I would says about him is he is the 
hardest working, most dedicated person I’ve seen. 
Nobody deserves to do well more.” 


Glad it’s over as £1 m 
Wolves misfit departs 

MISFIT Paul Gladon says he’s pleased to have returned to former club 
Heracles after his difficult year at Wolves. The £lm signing made just three 
scoreless appearances in gold and black and last played for the first team 
in September. 

Ex-boss Paul Lambert said Gladon wasn’t ‘up to speed’ for the Champi¬ 
onship and the Dutchman didn’t feature in a first-team squad under the 
Scot. The former Sparta Rotterdam striker, aged 25, rejoined Eredivisie 
side Heracles on a season-long loan deal. He scored six goals in 27 appear¬ 
ances during his previous season with the club in 2015/16. 

Gladon, who had signed a three-year contract with Wolves last summer, 
struggled to adapt in England country on his own - but said joining Wolves 
was still an opportunity he couldn’t turn down. 

“I had some minutes at the beginning of the season, then I had to only 
train,” Gladon told Heracles’ official website. If you do not play games and 
only allowed to train, it is not good to very often be ‘home alone’. 


Grassroots heroes are 
commended at awards 

STAFFORDSHIRE FA’s grassroots heroes were honoured at the Commu¬ 
nity Awards at Stoke’s Bet365 stadium. A total of 15 awards were given 
to honour the achievements of clubs, representatives and leagues over the 
past 12 months. 

Wyrley Juniors won the FA Charter Standard Community Club Award, 
while the Walsall Junior Youth League won the FA Charter Standard 
League Award, with the Staffordshire County Senior League applauded. 

The Coach of the Year gong went to Bilbrook Juniors’ Mark Smith Park, 
with Paige Snape of Chasetown FC awarded the Young Volunteer of the 
Year prize. The Staffordshire Ladies Over 30s League was also winners, as 
the Best Inclusive Project. 

Bilston Town CFC’s Denise Frankham was highly commended for the 
People’s Choice Award for Outstanding Contribution to Community Foot¬ 
ball, and Chris Burton, from Hawkins Sports FC, was recognised for the FA 
Groundsman of the Year at Step 7 or Below. 


Girls vie to get hands 
on tournament trophy 

THE Midlands is leading the way in handball participation for girls, with 
more than 700 13-to-15-year-olds taking up the sport in the last year. 

And next Tuesday, 100 girls from across the Midlands will compete in the 
first Cameron Homes Girls Handball Tournament at Aldersley Stadium, 
Wolverhampton. It will see teams from South Derbyshire, Shropshire, Sut¬ 
ton Coldfield and Cannock Chase compete in two age groups - under-13 and 
under-15 - attempting to win the first of the annual events. 

Handball coach and tournament organiser Nenad Popovic said: “We’re 
building a strong foundation in the Midlands by encouraging young girls to 
become more active and get involved with handball. The Cameron Homes 
tournament is fantastic opportunity for girls to get a taste for competitive 
handball and see why so many people have fallen in love with the sport.” 

Girls Handball has seen a huge increase in participation over the past 12 
months, with teams in Sutton Coldfield, Telford and Burntwood all forming 
junior teams. Cannock are the current under-18 national champions. 
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Tonks joins 
Moors from 
Glassboys 

STOURBRIDGE skipper Tom Tonks 
has left the Glassboys, following in the 
footsteps of Luke Benbow and Chris 
Lait by signing for National League out¬ 
fit Solihull Moors. 

The 25-year-old central midfielder 
chalked up 96 appearances for Gary 
Hackett’s men over the course of two 
spells after initially arriving at the War 
Memorial Ground in the summer of 
2015. He netted seven times. 

Stourbridge have announced that 
season tickets and flexi tickets for the 
2017/18 campaign will available for sup¬ 
porters to buy in person from the club 
this Sunday between 11am and 1pm. 
Sales continue during the following 
week with the club shop open from 1 to 
2.30pm Monday-Friday. 

Adult season tickets covering the 
club’s Evo-stik League Premier Division 
home games cost £170, for senior citi¬ 
zens (65 and over), the charge is £115, 
while for juniors 13-18 years of age, it is 
£85. For league matches, children aged 
12 and under will be admitted free of 
charge provided they are accompanied 
by a paying adult or adult season ticket 
holder. 

Flexi season tickets, comprising of 12 
numbered vouchers that can be used at 
any home league game, can also be pur¬ 
chased. For adults the cost is £100, sen¬ 
ior citizens (65 and over) £70 and juniors 
13-18 years old £50. 

Full details and an application form 
can be downloaded at www.stour- 
bridgefc.com 

Runners at double 
under monicker 
of Black Country 

THERE was the possibility of a Black 
Country double at the weekend for 
athletes from Dudley Kingswinford 
Running Club with the option of a half 
marathon along the canal towpath on 
Saturday or a 10k around the streets 
on Sunday, both events using the Black 
Country moniker. 

The first option was the Birmingham 
and Black Country Half Marathon, a 
point to point race from Wolverhampton 
following the canal and finishing in Brin¬ 
dley Place, Birmingham. Steve Hold- 
croft had a fifth place finish in 1.20.30. 
Zoe Marklew finished in 2.08.17 to take 
724th place, Malcolm Beddall was 871st 
and Tony Noke was 872nd in the same 
time of 2.19.10. 

The next day runners was the Black 
Country 10k, a two lap course around 
the streets of Halesowen. Stuart Perkins 
led them home in sixth in 37.40, Dave 
Norman finished in 38.58 to take 10th 
place and claim second in age group. 

Sandwiched in between was the 
Timberhonger 10k, a tough race in 
Bromsgrove. Kieran Pitt stopped the 
clock in 43.08 to take 57th place. 


Holding court with hero Henman 



Mark Tanner, Ed Bull, Charlotte Robbins and 
Faye Robbins with Tim Henman 


DUDLEY tennis player Mark Tanner was delight¬ 
ed to meet up with his hero Tim Henman at the 
Jaguar Championships. 

Tanner and David Lloyd Dudley team-mates Ed 
Bull, Charlotte Robbins and Faye Robbins took 
part in the national finals of the competition in 
Raynes Park, London. 

More than 1,600 players from 417 teams took 
part in the mixed-doubles event. Former British 
No.l Henman watched on, while a prize of Wim¬ 
bledon Centre Court tickets were up for grabs, 


plus the chance to drive Jaguar’s All-New F-PACE 
- World Car of the Year 2017 - for a weekend. 

Tanner, aged 35, said he was delighted to meet 
his tennis hero. “It was a very good day, there was 
a good challenge around,” he said. “My first mem¬ 
ory of Wimbledon is watching Tim going through 
some five-set thrillers, begging him not to lose, and 
he’s been really great for British tennis. 

“The standard in the final was much, much 
higher than the regionals, which was great to be 
a part of.” 


HEAT IS ON FOR 
SHELLEY RIVALS 


LLOYD Shelley once again 
proved too hot to handle on 
the one of the warmest days of 
the year as he returned to ac¬ 
tion for round three of the Par¬ 
ley Moor championships. 

The Burntwood star, back at the Der¬ 
byshire track after missing the previ¬ 
ous round due to Thundersport GB 
commitments, blasted away all his ri¬ 
vals to claim four wins. 

The 33-year-old also broke two race records on 
his way to double victories in the Sound of Thun¬ 
der and Formula 600 classes. 

Two wins came inarley spokesman Brian 
George said: “The opening win came in the For¬ 
mula 600 class, while Shelley also doubled up in 
the combined Sound of Thunder/Mini Sound of 
Thunder/Lightweight races. 

The results leave Shelley top of the Sound of 
Thunder class, despite missing a meeting, by six 
points, and he has also closed the gap to Steve 
Procter to just eight points in the Formula 600. 

Stone’s Andrew Lowe was also back on the 
pace in the combined Steel Framed 600/Pre In¬ 
jection 600 races, himself taking two flag-to-flag 
victories on his Pre Injection machine. Lowe 
holds on to second spot in the Pre Injection up 
to 1300cc class, two points ahead of Mark Brails- 
ford. 

Passenger Keith Box, from Wolverhampton, 
and his driver Anthony Eades were also flying, 
taking the class honours for the lOOOcc sidecar 
machines in both races. 

The result means the pair lead the Open Side¬ 
cars championships by 15 points. 

There was further good news for the Black 
Country as Dudley’s Mark Cockerton took one 
of the two Classic 350 victories, to sit just four 
points off class leader Simon Collins in the title 
table. Round four of the Darley Moor champion¬ 
ship is on July 16. Entry costs £12 for the day, 
free for under-16s and £8 for senior citizens. 



Dudley’s Mark Cockerton took one of the two Classic 350 victories. Picture: Tony Else 


Cradley fall to Potters after close fight 


CRADLEY fell to Stoke after 
the home side gained only their 
second win of the season in a 
hard fought 47-43 victory on 
Sunday evening. 

The A.R. Richards Potters 
gained an opening heat 4-2 
from Mitchell Davey and Ryan 
Terry-Daley over Ben Morley 
to lead early on before Cradley 
struck back with a 4-2 from for¬ 


mer Potter James Cockle and 
Luke Harriss. 

The Potters then had a 
mid-meeting rally of heat vic¬ 
tories which really caused the 
damage, starting with a 5-1 
from Davey and Terry-Daley 
over Shelby Rutherford after 
Heathens skipper Tom Perry 
had pulled up with mechanical 
problems. 


STOKE 47: Paul Burnett 12+1, Mitchell 
Davey 10, Tony Atkin 9, Ryan Terry-Daley 
6+2, Luke Priest 5, David Wallinger 4+1, 

CRADLEY "43: Ben Morley 13+1, Tom 
Perry 9+2, Conor Dwyer 6, James Cockle 
5, Shelby Rutherford 4+1, Luke Harris 4, 
Joe Lawlor 2+1. 

Meanwhile, the Heathens 
were mourning former rider Ila 
Teromaa, a firm favourite on 
the Dudley Wood terraces, who 
has died aged 63. 


Hales go nap 
but skipper 
stays cal m 

HALESOWEN skipper Richard Brook- 
er insists they cannot get carried away 
despite extending their unbeaten run to 
five successive weeks. 

A tremendous performance saw them 
thrash Penkridge on Saturday to con¬ 
tinue their fine run of form and climb up 
to fourth in the table. Brooker is encour¬ 
aged by their progress but knows they 
need to remain focused heading into the 
remainder of the season. 

Said Brooker: “The players and off- 
field personnel have worked very hard to 
help us get to fourth which just proves 
after the start we had how hard we have 
to work to go two places higher and still 
stay there. It’s up to us to keep doing the 
same things well and add a bit more too 
if we can.” 

Brooker and Eddie Rhodes each took 
three wickets as Penkridge were dis¬ 
missed for 147, before Hassan Quami 
(91 not out) and Mohammaed Shauib (54 
not out) put on an unbroken 146 stand 
to see them cruise to a nine-wicket win. 

The Second XI suffered a four-wicket 
defeat to Astwood Bank. Hassam Akram 
(43) and Richard Cox (41) helped them 
recover from 12-4 to reach 166, but Ast¬ 
wood Bank chased the total with ease. 

There was more success for the Third 
XI, however, who comfortably saw off 
Alveley. Carl Bust took 5-19 to dismiss 
Alveley for just 189 before they knocked 
off the runs in just 36 overs to win by 
six wickets. 

A strong showing from Callum Gutter- 
idge (42) was not enough to prevent the 
Fourth XI being bowled out for 97 and 
losing by seven-wickets against Alve- 
church. 

Summers emotional 
after title defeat 

TIPTON’S Ricky Summers admitted he 
was brought to the verge of tears after 
missing out on the British light-heav¬ 
yweight title at London’s 02 Arena on 
Saturday. 

Summers was outpointed by Enfield’s 
Frank Buglioni going down by a unani¬ 
mous decision on the judges’ cards - 116- 
113, 115-114 and 118-111. 

Afterwards Summers said: “Frank is a 
great champion and can hold a shot very 
well. I would love to do it again. 

“I want to be on the big stage and am 
absolutely gutted - I could cry.” 


★★★ 
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HERITAGE BUILDERS MERCHANTS LTD 


Tell Oi384 412745 Lower High Street, Cradley Heath, West Midlands. B64 5AJ 


A 


Concrete Blocks 99p 
Red Engineer Bricks 33p 
8x3 Plasterboard £6.49 
Multifinish £5.90 bag 


Cement £3.75 

Timber 
in stock 


GOLDEN GRAVEL 
BULK BAG £70 
BLUE/PLUMB SLATE 
BULK BAG £89 


BULK BAGS AGGREGATES 

OF DRY LOGS JUST £55, • Bulk bag building sand • Bulk bag sharp sand • Bulk bag ballast • Bulk bag Hardcore 

PERBAG.?.DEUVE £ RY ALL BAGS JUST E32.50 EACH 

available VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE www.heritagebuildersmerchants.co.uk 
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